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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

SURVEY QUESTIONS
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Q1: How well do you think the proposed actions below will help to achieve each of the four goals?

Q1 Goal 1: Protect the existing urban forest canopy from further decline.

Question options

Action 1.1: Develop @ Unsure
and adopt a Tree
Protection Bylaw (to @ Poorly
regulate tree removal
and replacement on @ Adequately

private lan...
® wel

Action 1.2: Develop a

plan for mitigation or
removal and
replacement for known
problem locations

where street ...

Action 1.3: Review the
Tree Preservation
Policy on Municipally

define the tree I.--

Owned Lands (to better
diameter...

5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Mandatory Question (31 response(s))
Question type: Likert Question
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Q1: How well do you think the proposed actions below will help to achieve each of the four goals?

Q1 Goal 1: Protect the existing urban forest canopy from further decline.

Action 1.1: Develop and adopt a Tree Protection Bylaw (to regulate tree removal and

replacement on private lands, including development sites).
Unsure : 1

Poorly : 2

Adequately : 5

Well : 23

26
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Action 1.2: Develop a plan for mitigation or removal and replacement for known
problem locations where street trees are damaging infrastructure or lifting sidewalks.

Unsure : 2

Poorly : 3

Adequately : 12

Well : 14
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Action 1.3: Review the Tree Preservation Policy on Municipally Owned Lands (to better
define the tree diameter triggering replacement and replanting specifications).

Unsure : 1

Poorly : 6

Adequately : 11

Well : 13

14
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Q2: How well do you think the proposed actions below will help to achieve each of the four goals?

Q2 Goal 2: Manage the existing urban forest in parks and on publicly-owned lands.

Action 2.1: Review and
update the
Subdivision...

Action 2.2: Review and
update the Parks
Maint...

Action 2.3: Review and
update the Boulevard
M...

Action 2.4: Update the
street tree inventory ...

Action 2.5: Review and
update the Zoning
Byla...

Action 2.6: Consider
conducting a natural
ass...

Action 2.7: Re-assess
the UFS after 5 year.
f...

5 10 15 20 25 30

Mandatory Question (31 response(s))
Question type: Likert Question

35

Question options
. Unsure

. Poorly

' Adequately

® wel
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Q2: How well do you think the proposed actions below will help to achieve each of the four goals?

Q2 Goal 2: Manage the existing urban forest in parks and on publicly-owned
lands.

Action 2.1: Review and update the Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw (to
improve tree installation details).
Unsure : 0

Poorly : 2
L)

Adequately : 10
D

Well : 19
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Action 2.2: Review and update the Parks Maintenance Policy (to incorporate additional
replanting and maintenance activities).

Unsure : 0

Poorly : 2
L)

Adequately : 9
G

Well : 20
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Action 2.3: Review and update the Boulevard Maintenance Bylaw (to improve the
maintenance of trees on public property).

Unsure : 0

Poorly : 3
D

Adequately : 10
D

Well : 18

20
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Action 2.4: Update the street tree inventory to better manage assets and include new
planting locations.

Unsure : 1

Poorly : 3

Adequately : 7

Well : 20

22
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Action 2.5: Review and update the Zoning Bylaw (to include restrictions on impervious
surface areas and setbacks to underground structures to allow for root growth).

Unsure : 2

Poorly : 1

Adequately : 8

Well : 20
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Action 2.6: Consider conducting a natural asset valuation of the urban forest when
making land use decisions.

Unsure : 0

Poorly : 1

Adequately : 10
D

Well : 20

22
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Action 2.7: Re-assess the UFS after 5 years for an update on the current status of the
forest canopy coverage and review prioritization of action items.

Unsure : 0

Poorly : 3

Adequately : 9

Well : 19

Q3: How well do you think the proposed actions below will help to achieve each of the four goals?
Q3 Goal 3: Grow the urban forest canopy cover.

Question options
@ Unsure

. Poorly
Action 3.1: Increase @ Adequately
tree canopy cover with
a.. ® well

Action 3.2: Increase
tree canopy cover with
a...

5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Mandatory Question (31 response(s))
Question type: Likert Question

20
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Q3: How well do you think the proposed actions below will help to achieve each of the four goals?

Q3 Goal 3: Grow the urban forest canopy cover.

Action 3.1: Increase tree canopy cover with a focus on public parks and public spaces.
Unsure : 2

Poorly : 3

Adequately : 3
L)

Well : 23
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Action 3.2: Increase tree canopy cover with a focus on private properties.

Unsure : 5
L)
Poorly : 5
L)
Adequately : 5
L)
Well : 16
2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

Q4: How well do you think the proposed actions below will help to achieve each of the four goals?

Q4 Goal 4: Partner with the community to foster stewardship and ownership over the shared
urban forest.

Question options

. Unsure

Action 4.1: Educate the
community on the ® Poorly

impo...

' Adequately

® wel

Action 4.2: Partner with
post-secondary schoo...
Action 4.3: Expand on
partnerships with non-
p...
Action 4.4: Partner with
the agricultural and...

5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Mandatory Question (31 response(s))
Question type: Likert Question
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Q4: How well do you think the proposed actions below will help to achieve each of the four goals?
Q4 Goal 4: Partner with the community to foster stewardship and ownership over

the shared urban forest.

Action 4.1: Educate the community on the importance of the urban forest and how they

can help protect it.
Unsure : 0

Poorly : 4

Adequately : 9

Well : 18
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Action 4.2: Partner with post-secondary school institutions for planting, surveying,
and/or monitoring projects.

Unsure : 0

Poorly : 1

Adequately : 8
L)

Well : 22

24
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Action 4.3: Expand on partnerships with non-profit organizations and the di¢ay (Katzie)
First Nation to increase planting in riparian areas on public lands through restoration
events.

Unsure : 1

Poorly : 3

Adequately : 7

Well : 20
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Action 4.4: Partner with the agricultural and rural communities to increase tree canopy
cover on areas outside of the UCB.

Unsure : 1

Poorly : 2

Adequately : 8

Well : 20

Q5 Do you have any comments regarding any of your choices made above?
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Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

My reccomendation is to ensure that by-laws are enforced, and
strictly (as in high monetary penalities for removal). Pitt Meadows
should have an enviornmental department with specialists in tree,
water and ecosystem knowledge to ensure data bases, any
monitoring for change etc are maintained and kept. There has to be
continued progress to monitor the baseline now set for trees, there
has to be a metric of success to both show that the plan is working
and to communicate to the public it is working. It will be hard to
convince people that we need trees. Farmland riparain area planting
is an excellent way to go to protect both slope erosion and cool water
for aquatic habitat. | really look forward to the progress of this project
over the years.

We need to consider having natural species, ground cover,
shrub(lower canopy) and tree (crown) canopy symbiotic relationships.
Soil balance and ecosystems in equilibrium. Hydrology and water
management, minimal erosion and no chemicals, both regarding
herbicides or insecticides. Tree inventory needs to be balanced
equally throughout 10 year age classes beyond age 200.

The 2050 timeline scares me. We need a lot done by 2030. There are
so many branches/trees lying around everywhere, we can't
comprehend the ultimate complexity ClimateChange has already had
on our forests. And too, those trees/branches must go, before they
fuel fire (ie.Mitchell Trail, east end). Educating the public, at all levels,
has to start yesterday. Every class/group of children, stampeding our
forest floors in a game of ManTracker or with unsupervised digging of
the forest floors must end now. Right now. And the smoking, it is
ongoing: Take a look at the trails, full of butts, all the time. We just
can not wait one more second to start educating and ending these
destructive every day activities.Some areas need to be closed for a
period of time, fenced off, and signed to identify why. Our forests are
severely traumatized at this point. Really thinking of Hoffman Park.
There was recent community discussion (social media) on the
marked trees in the park. People have no knowledgable insight into
what is happening in there. Just finger pointing and conjecture, as
happened with the dead birds a year or so ago, again...related to
human activity. | have chatted with many people. They can not
believe what | see in there. And can not believe no one is actioning it.
(Except those big signs, which once they understood, they were so
thankful for.) Many people are very open to what | am saying, so let's
go! No one, and | have talked to a big variety of people, has
questioned what | see. They are shocked, horrified, and want
something done. | know hurry up isn't in the funding scheme. But use
what resources we already have, social media, lighted sign, news
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Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

stories, emailing specific user groups; o start educating now. Like
right now.Looking at degradation speed in a few years, it has to be
now.

All of these initiatives are great ideas but their success will require
monitoring, follow up and diligent enforcement. | do not believe Pitt
Meadows currently has adequate staffing levels or expertise in-house
to accomplish this.

1. Increasing Tree density on Public Land has the best chance of of
success for the Urban Forest Strategy. 2. Engaging the public as
volunteers to assist with new tree maintenance will reduce PM costs
and therefore tax burden. 3. Keeping a record of mature tree loss by
species and park will focus planting to locations where new trees are
needed. Volunteers can help supply data.

The mass reduction in the canopy due to the support of private
companies and facilitation of business needs will be hard to replace.
A serious change in leadership behaviour coupled with a creative
approach is needed to replace what has and most likely will be lost.
For example, the repurchase of industrial and airport lands with the
rehabilitation of the environment at focus is one way we should

approach this issue.

| think the main thing is to have a tree bylaw for tree removal. The
fact that Pitt meadows has never had a bylaw to stop homeowners
from removing trees is probably why your canopy cover has
decreased so fast! Always protect healthy trees! Especially from
developers!

City will need to partner with private citizens to maintain and identify
problem trees. Prioritizing and providing citizens with the tools to
accommodate the urban forest on their properties.

I think this is sort of ironic because they just cut down 5 or more trews
that usually had bird nests in them to build the police station.

I'm concerned about the suggestion to solely increase tree canopy
coverage. Bushes and low planting in many cases makes more
sense. Large trees (canopy coverage) can do lots of damage to
sidewalks, underground piping (residential properties). Is not practical
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Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

for agricultural (creafing shade, in the way of farm fields/dairy efc)

| was surprised to learn that we weren't already protecting the canopy
and more established trees and | will be thrilled to see progress on an
urgent basis, before the tree canopy declines even further and we
have even more ground to make up.

Make sure to plant trees an adequate distance from roads and paths
and/or there are treatments so that roots do not cause damage or
unsafe situations. Avoid blocking important views like the river and
the mountains from public areas.

The protection of existing trees directly affects building footprints and
setbacks which in turn reduces the buildable area on a lot. In many
cases the municipality should be able to allow exemptions in the
Zoning bylaws to facilitate variations in building footprints and the lot
setbacks. In other cases, where neither the exemptions nor the
incentives could not weigh enough for the loss of investment
opportunities, a trade-off with public lands may be another way to
compensate for lost value of missed opportunities for private owners.

The most critical actions are the Tree protection bylaw and that ALL
land use decisions are made to protect the urban forest and to
minimize impermeable surfaces. (Pitt Meadows already has more
than the Metro Vancouver average for impermeable surfaces) There
is no mention of FireSmart in this document - the recommended tree
species list should include those that are in the FireSmart
landscaping booklet. Consider partnering with local nurseries to
ensure the recommended trees are available to private land owners
to access. Public education regarding the values (In $$) that trees
provide as Natural assets and ecosystem services. Priority should be
made to retain/develop forests - groups of trees as the benefits for
the ecosystem/biodiversity and between the trees are greater.

Optional question (14 response(s), 17 skipped)

Question type: Essay Question

Q6 What would help you to maintain and protect existing trees on your property, or

encourage you to plant more trees on your property?

Screen Name Redacted

Knowing what the benefits are, shade, water retention, habitat.
Community pages that foster learning about trees, people sharing

Page 22 of 29



Draft Urban Forest Strategy Survey : Survey Report for 13 March 2024 to 08 April 2024

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

and asking about trees. Also a point of maintained contact at the City
for questions.

city works yard gave out free trees like in vancouver

Consideration of watering restrictions and tree health, especially for
cedars and other trees that do not do well in dry conditions. Education
around trees and water, and native species.

City sponsored tree sale , like city of Surrey.

The trees planted in our subdivision in Bonson Landing by the
developer were too large for the properties. Maintenance is very
expensive as the trees are too tall to safely prune. We are having to
remove trees on our property (and the same is noted on the
boulevard) as the trees are damaging infrastructure. So unfortunately
it is difficult to maintain what we have and we won’t be planting
anymore.

| would do it at the drop of a hat if pressure was put on my townhouse
development to mandate a minimum # of trees. Our city is so sparse
with tree coverage

Soil improvements, natural soil conditions are key, no artificial
ammendments

Suggestions for planting. Trees and shrubs. Landscaping ideas for
biggest bang for the buck...money is tight for people. "Plant a tree" is
not going to work for everyone. What can they do? Besides money,
there is 'dial before you dig' (That has never worked for me). It is
spring, what can we do?? Tell us. Show us.

subsidized or discounted trees from the City

Free trees and access to learning material on how to keep it alive and
thriving!
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Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

My property is already well planted with trees.

Knowledge of appropriate species and locations on our condo
property would help our strata council to agree to new plantings and
proper maintenance of existing trees. In the past we have used -
- from Amsterdam Nursery in PM to provide this advice.

Micro-grants to fund the endeavour.

I'd be very motivated if council would reply to our families’ request for
a young tree to replace the tree they removed from the front of the
house. A note was sent to request a tree, and to date, nobody has
responded to the request. Thus, if | was certain leadership was
actually serious about this issue, | would invest heavily in planting.

Have the city give free trees away to residents and provide tree
watering bag programs for us to maintain the health of the trees.

Discount to purchase new trees on my property would be helpful. At
local tree farms, such as Specimen...

Tax relief

Having someone from the city do an assessment on the health and
safety of some of the larger cedar trees on personal property. my
propoerty backs on to properties on Hammond Rd and over the past
10 years many of the older homes on Hammond have been
redeveloped and with that goes the big tress in those properties. |
have also noted a number of my neighbours have cut down large
cedars. | am increasingly worried about the safety of the cedars in my
backyard now- between their root system being impacted and
protection from other trees being lost | worry that my trees are a
safety hazard in a storm and often wonder about the need to be
proactive and cut them down before they fall on a house and kill
someone. Having someone who can do an assessment on the trees
on personal property may cause more homeowners to be less
concerned about the need to remove their cedars to protect their

homes.
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Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

If there was some sort of funding, or incentive for privately owned
homeowners. | personally rent an apartment, so this doesn't include
me. Most people need an incentive these days. To protect and
maintain trees already on properties - they need to be managed
seasonally, by trimming branches, people who can afford a
home/have a home with property are the elderly at the moment, and
they can't do it themselves, and they don't want to spend the money
for it. If  was a homeowner, and the city wanted more trees | would
ask for the city to plant one in my yard, and | would naturally take
care of it.

Resources to deal with problem and dead trees. Resources for
replanting/replacing these trees

Maybe if they didn’t cost so much.

Assistance in deciding what would be a smart choice for a regular
"backyard" in Pitt Meadows. Pruning suggestions, possibly a
community program to purchase certain suitable trees, shrubs, etc,
for this region......maybe work with a nursery, who could educate
residents, BEFORE buying the wrong tree!

Education of stratas, incentives in the form of providing information -
what trees will provide a good canopy and have less intrusive root
systems - and maybe some financial incentive in the form of grants
for maintenance by an arborist over the first five years or something?

To have the city check the health and safety of my tall tree's.

Information on species that have limited root damage issues

Bylaws for the removal of trees, and planting of trees in new
developments.

More flexible bylaws to allow irregular shapes of building envelope.

financial support - our existing tress are over mature and hazardous.
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Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Mandatory Question (31 response(s))
Question type: Essay Question

the cost of removing is high and then replanting is on top of that. Are
there grants where the city can support this kind of work.

Easier access to know where home utilities are buried. Discount or
subsidy at plant stores.

A focus on promoting healthy understory by removing noxious plants
such as blackberry, ivy, and excess overburden from public lands.
This would be a great example for private landowners and would be a
great resource for offering an education to the local youth.

Information on how to retain/add trees in an affordable way, and in a
way that is safe for the integrity of the structures on the property.
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Q7 Implementing the Urban Forest Strategy would require additional resources, including funding for tree

planting and maintenance. Studies have shown that for every $1 invested in the urban forest, the community receives
approximately $4 in benefits, through services like improved air quality and stormwater management. How much would
you be willing to invest through additional property tax payment to protect and grow our shared urban forest?

S 4(12.9%)

13 (41.9%) —.
—— 7(22.6%)

9 - 4(12.9%)
3 (9.7%)

Question options
@ $31+ per year (about the cost of a dinner) @ $21 - $30 per year (about the cost of a lunch)
@ $11 - $20 per year (about the cost of a breakfast) @ $1 - $10 per year (about the cost of a cup of coffee) @ $0 per year

Mandatory Question (31 response(s))

Question type: Radio Button Question

Q8 Do you have any additional comments regarding the draft Urban Forest Strategy?

Screen Name Redacted | am just thankful it is happening.

Screen Name Redacted Our city has a lot of invasive species and a ton of English ivy. | would
love to see more education and programming to keep the trees we
have alive and healthy.

Screen Name Redacted Please replant all of the fallen trees along the south side of Pitt
Meadows along the trail by the water, so many have fallen over the
past two years and | have yet to see any new baby trees being
planted to thicken the forest again, why the delay?!

Screen Name Redacted Trees and vegetation needs to originate locally from within 200 km ,
genetically suited to the climate. Plant all species in the Fall

Screen Name Redacted Go, go, GO!!!
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Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Speed the implementation along. The Shoreline Park has lost trees to
river bank erosion and wind blowdown at an alarming rate. Four
mature trees were blown over in February 2024 alone.

| think too often there is a disconnect between Urban Forest and
Urban Watershed planning, they're inexorably linked. Creeks,
streams, ponds, etc can't be overlooked during the discussion of an
urban forest strategy.

Strong leadership with creative ideas and an actual plan is needed to
motivate.

Nope, any step in the right direction is a good one! Let’s protect the
trees Pitt meadows!

Athletic Park has almost no trees. There is plenty of space to allocate
and plant trees there.

| think the types of trees need to be really prioritized. Native
evergreen trees.

| think it needs a bit more expert input........ to make sure that all
different options have been reviewed; not just tree canopy. There are
many other ideas, such as rain gardens, different green shrub areas
without trees....... and many other ideas

Thanks for your work on this very important and overdue issue - but
better in 2024 than later!

Implement a strategy for planting more trees in new and existing
industrial area.

Considering that trees and their canopies provide shelter for resident
and migratory birds, | think that the Urban Forest strategy could be
complemented with strategies to protect birds, educate citizens about
their role in maintaining healthy and resilient ecosystems, and
introduce preventive measure to address threats to their lives,
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Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

habitats, and migratory routes, through amending new bylaws aimed
to reduce the risk of birds’ collision with large windows and other
obstacles.

thank you for this important work. | look forward to seeing the City
council and staff take action on this soon.

| want to see the city plant more trees and not depend on citizens to
do it for them. Stop allowing developers to cut out trees and not
replanting them.

It is nice to see that the City of Pitt Meadows realizes that not only are
there environmental benefits from increasing tree canopy but also
health benefits. Even a 10 minute walk in nature or view of green
spaces can have restorative health effects.

Optional question (18 response(s), 13 skipped)

Question type: Essay Question
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