MINUTES of the Agricultural Advisory Committee Meeting held on Thursday,
March 12, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. in the Meadows Room of the Pitt Meadows City
Hall, 12007 Harris Road, Pitt Meadows, British Columbia.
PRESENT:
Voting Members:

Joe Bachmann (chair)
Macky Banns
Hank Bitter
Lynn Kemper
Dan Kosicki
Mike Manion
Philip Robinson*
Sandy Howkins

Council Liaisons:

Councillor Anena Simpson *

Staff:

A. Dominelli – Development Services Technician
R. Evans – Manager of Operations *

Guests:

Applicant 1 – 14351 McKechnie Road *
Members of the public

Regrets:

Alana Aquilini
Nadia Mori – Ministry of Agriculture
Wayne Wisselink
Bob Hopcott
Councillor Nicole MacDonald

Secretary:

Tatiana McCaw

1.

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m.

2.

LATE ITEMS
None.
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA
It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Agenda for the March 12,
2020 Agricultural Advisory Committee Meeting be approved.
CARRIED.

4.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Minutes of the Agricultural
Advisory Committee Meeting held on January 23, 2020 be adopted.
CARRIED.

5.
(1)

NEW BUSINESS
Subdivision Application – 14351 McKechnie Road
A. Dominelli, Development Services Technician, presented on the
application for subdivision at 14351 McKechnie Road including a
PowerPoint presentation which is included as Attachment 1 and forms a
part of the original minutes.
Following the presentation the following points were raised:
• Would supporting this application create a third title?
o Staff confirmed supporting this application would not
create a third parcel of land for the owners.
• Approving this application would be supporting agriculture in
this community.
• Applicant 1 spoke to concerns regarding the possible new
property outline stating most farmers would not feel an
inconvenience from a hook shaped property.
• If the application was approved, would the land still remain in
the ALR?
• The approval of this application would produce the same
amount of farming.

2

Minutes of the Agricultural Advisory Committee Meeting – March 12, 2020

3

RECOMMENDATION:
It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT Council be informed that the
Agricultural Advisory Committee strongly supports the subdivision application
for 14351 McKechnie Road and PID 013-529-269.
CARRIED.
(2)

Non-Adhering Residential Use Application – 19730 Old Dewdney Trunk
Road
A. Dominelli, Development Services Technician, presented on a nonadhering residential use application for 19730 Old Dewdney Trunk Road
including a PowerPoint presentation which is included as Attachment 2
and forms a part of the original minutes.
Following the presentation, the following points were raised:
• That the Committee needs to support the ALC regulations to allow
for consistency.
• Supporting the application could threaten land values.
• Concerns raised around supporting applications to build larger
homes could possibly increase the chances of the property being
used as a rental.
• Building a larger home does not benefit agricultural development
and growth in the community.
• Supportive of building a new home in the location that was
proposed; where current preload was identified.
• There is possible threat to land values if larger homes are built on
farms.

RECOMMENDATION:
It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT Council be informed that the
Agricultural Advisory Committee does not support the non-adhering
residential use application for 625m2 principal residence at 19730 Old
Dewdney Trunk Road due to the size of the proposed newly constructed
home. The Committee supports the construction of a new home that is within
existing ALC regulations and on the existing preloaded site.
CARRIED.
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Ditches in Pitt Meadows
R. Evans, Operations Manager, discussed concerns raised by the
Committee surrounding ditches, ditch debris, and pump stations in Pitt
Meadows.

* P. Robinson joined the meeting at 10:18 a.m.
Following the presentation, the following points being raised:
• Is the possible solution for the weed concerns in Pitt Meadows
an economical one?
• What is the city doing to deal with the invasive species
concern?
o Staff noted there are annual assessments taking place.
o Staff noted that signs will be posted at the Fenton Pump
Station and at the McKecknie Pump Station for public
knowledge on these invasive species.
The discussion continued with the following points being raised:
• Would like to see a long term plan around ditch cleaning proposed
in the OCP.
o Staff stated we need to be cognizant of what we are pulling
out of the ditches as if too much is removed we are
compromising the integrity of other areas.
• When is the upgrade taking place in Area 4?
• What are the details on the pump upgrades at Fenton Pump
Station?
• Why are water levels so low in the summer?
o Staff noted that this is a Council Policy.
• Does the City track the pump efficiency?
o Staff noted it is difficult to track due to variances in storms.
• Have we seen improvements in the water levels during major
storms?
o Staff noted that the screens are allowing the City to monitor
the systems which are indeed working more efficiently.
• Fill site needs to be a long term plan.
• Ditches are integral for the farming community.
• The recovery of the parrot feather weed is much slower when
managed in the fall then the summer.
• If the invasive species are successfully managed, does this mean
the soil from the ditches will not need to be removed?
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How can we help increase education on invasive fish the City is
dealing with?
Are there any concerns or delays with the pumps coming from
Europe?

RECOMMENDATION:
It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Committee direct staff to create a
strategy or proposed policy which would discuss the overall ditch strategy
including cleaning, water levels, and management to be included in the Official
Community Plan. This would include more defined details surrounding basic
operations standards; AND
Direct Staff to present to the Committee an update at the next meeting
scheduled in April 2020 prior to providing comments to Council on the
recommended addition to the Official Community Plan.
CARRIED.
*R. Evans & Applicant 1 exited the meeting at 11:17 a.m.
(4)

Committee Participation on Earth Day – April 22, 2020
P. Robinson briefly noted that this year’s theme for Earth Day is Food
Sustainability and wanted to see if any Committee members would
like to contribute to this year’s event set to be held in Spirit Square.
•

(5)

Staff noted to reach out to the Green Team if you would like to
participate.

Update on 2020 Action Items
A. Dominelli, Development Services Technician, provided an update on
staff action items.
•

The Committee supported the new Action Item tracker and would like
to see it presented at each meeting as a part of the Agenda.
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Update on Telus Fiber Optic
A. Dominelli, Development Services Technician, presented a verbal
update on clarification on boundaries of the new Telus Fiber Optic
network being installed in Pitt Meadows.

(7)

Update on Application Tracker
A. Dominelli, Development Services Technician, verbally presented on
the new Committee Action Tracker.
Following the presentation, the Committee requested staff noted
“Pending ALC Decisions” be added to all items on the Application
Tracker where decisions are still outstanding.

(8)

Committee Budget
A. Dominelli, Development Services Technician, verbally presented on
the idea of an educational video which would be used to showcase the
farming community which could provide further education for residents.
Following the presentation, the following points were raised:
•
•
•
•
•

Committee showed support for educational video.
Ideas were shared around possibly showcasing major
commodities in Pitt Meadows such as greenhouses, cranberry
fields, blueberry farms, dairy farms.
Perhaps a montage of different farms and what they produce.
Farmers are fighting for education and sustainability.
Committee members will send promotional photos and videos
to Staff which may be useful for video.

ACTION: Staff will reach out to communications department to attend the next
meeting.
6.

ROUND TABLE
M. Manion – COVID19 has impacted the mushroom industry. Large
concern around community workers and if an outbreak takes place it
could affect their labour.
Councilor Simpson: Gave thanks to the Committee and noted that
Council relies heavily on the recommendations from the AAC and
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thanked them for their time and hours spent volunteering with the
Committee.
* Councilor Simpson left the meeting at 11:37 p.m.
S. Howkins – Had nothing to add.
L. Kemper – Happy to announce she was reappointed to the Committee.
H. Bitter – Rannie Rd., truck traffic from the quarry is a concern; perhaps
the trucks wait in a second lane.
M. Baines – Had nothing to add.
J. Bachman – Expressed frustrations around protesters blocking railroads.
D. Kosiki – Wanted to know if the recruitment process was closed and
noted that he spoke to B. Hopcott who has decided to a step back from
the AAC.
P. Robinson – Wanted to make a comment around COVID19 and if there
were any plans on shutting down the Committee at this time. He wanted
to ensure the Committee would be notified as soon as anything changes.
7.

ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the meeting be adjourned at
11:56 p.m.
CARRIED.

Certified Correct:

Tatiana McCaw
Committee Clerk II
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ATTACHMENT 1

Subdivision Application for
14351 McKechnie Rd
Agricultural Advisory Committee

Existing Properties
• OCP Designation:
Agricultural
• Zoning: A-1
• Ebenezer Dairy Farms

-1-

ATTACHMENT 1

Proposal
Current

Proposed

Parcel 1

6.96 ha

12.89 ha

Parcel 2

14.03 ha

8.1 ha

• Lot line adjustment
• Create a “hooked”
parcel

Staff Comments
• Not ideal to create a hooked parcel
• Any fragmentation of ALR may lead to increased
expectations/speculation
• No clear benefit for long term farming
• While sympathetic to current farming operation,
City must consider the very long-term
perspective and overall land use patterns

-2-

ATTACHMENT 1

Approving Officer
• Even if approved by ALC, subdivisions require
approval from City’s Approving Officer
– Independent and separate jurisdiction from Council
– Ensure subdivisions in accordance with City and
provincial bylaws and regulations
•
•
•
•

Road access, dedication and improvements
Servicing
Flood hazards
Public interest

Suggested recommendations:
A. The Agricultural Advisory Committee does
not support the subdivision application for
14351 McKechnie Rd and PID 013-529-269;
OR
B. The Agricultural Advisory Committee
supports the subdivision application for
14351 McKechnie Rd and PID 013-529-269.

-3-

ATTACHMENT 2

Non-adhering Residential Use
Application for 19730 Old
Dewdney Trunk Rd
AAC Meeting March 12, 2020

19730 ODT Rd
•
•
•
•

8.37 ha/20.69 ac
Barn/fruit stand
Blueberry crops
Placed preload
about 10 years ago
but didn’t build
house

ATTACHMENT 2

Proposal
• Approximately 625 m²
residential dwelling for
applicant, wife, 2 kids
and parents
• Also owns 20 ac
blueberry farm at 13349
McKechnie Rd where
parents currently live

Staff comments
• Difficult to evaluate need for dwelling
larger than 500 m²
• 42 m² attached garage also permitted
• Two 100 m² detached residential
accessory buildings also permitted
• OCP speaks to “estate” homes leading to
unrealistic land values for farm land

ATTACHMENT 2

Suggested Recommendations:
A. The Agricultural Advisory Committee does not
support the non-adhering residential use
application for a 625 m² principal residence at
19730 Old Dewdney Trunk Rd; OR
B. The Agricultural Advisory Committee supports
the non-adhering residential use application for
a 625 m² principal residence at 19730 Old
Dewdney Trunk Rd.

