Disclaimer: These minutes were prepared as a reasonable summary of the essential content of
this meeting, not as a transcription.

Minutes of the Agricultural Advisory Committee Meeting held on Thursday,
June 10, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. held via video conference.
Voting Members:

J. Bachmann
S. Howkins
L. Kemper
D. Kosicki
M. Manion *
P. Robinson
T. Vader
W. Wisselink

Non-Voting Members:

M. Roberts, Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Fisheries

Council Liaison:

Councillor MacDonald
Councillor Simpson

Other Council Members:

Councillor Hayes

Guests:

Applicant 1 – 20160 Old Dewdney Trunk Road
J. Edwards – CP Rail
G. Hughes-Games – CP Rail – Project Consultant
M. LoVecchio – CP Rail
M. Piorecky – CP Rail – Project Consultant
J. Van Humbeck – CP Rail

Staff:

A. Berry, Director of Planning & Development
(Chair)
A. Dominelli, Development Services Technician
C. Reimer, Manager, Operations
M. Roberts, CAO
A. Seed, Engineering Technician
A. Wallace, Manager, Community Development

Regrets:

H. Bitter
S. Cawley
W. Jack
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Recording Clerk:
1.

2

T. McCaw, Committee Clerk ll

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m.

2.

LATE ITEMS
None.

3.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Agenda for the June 10, 2021
Meeting be approved.
CARRIED.

4.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Minutes of the Agricultural
Advisory Committee Meeting held on April 8, 2021 be adopted.
CARRIED.

5.
(1)

NEW BUSINESS
Canadian Pacific Railway Presentation
G. Hughes-Games, Project Consultant for CP Rail, provided a presentation
on the CP Logistics Park: Vancouver concept forming a part of the original
minutes as Attachment 1.
Following the presentation, Council Liaisons and Committee members
participated in a discussion, with the following main themes noted:
•

•

•

Concerns regarding the location of the proposed Logistics Park
resulting in a loss of premium farmland, increased water runoff as a
result of the project, dust and dirt settling on surrounding farmland
and crops, fuel storage and an increase of traffic in the area;
Concerns raised around flooding, storm water management and
impacts on the City’s pump stations which as a result may require
upgrades to these pump stations (CP Rail asked how the pumps are
currently handling current storms);
Recommendation to review threshold of pumps on Baynes Road and
McKechnie Road which will be impacted by this new development (CP
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Rail responded stating drainage is a key consideration in this project
and will be reviewed);
The importance of ditches being as empty as possible in order to act as
a reservoir;
Understanding that infrastructure is needed; however, the location is a
concern and recommendation for CP Rail to review other potential sites
for this facility;
Concerns raised around the possibility of 12 million litres of fuel to be
stored on this site within 24 tanks;
Concerns were raised regarding the tax rate classification paid by CP
Rail (Cllr MacDonald stated that the understanding is CP Rail is classified
as Class 6 tax rate which is the same as retail and coffee shops);
Concerns regarding the proposed sound wall which does not appear to
go west of Advent Road (CP Rail noted the noise mitigation walls
currently shown on the online consultation guide was a general
understanding noting areas identified as needing a noise wall; however
as studies develop, they may reveal other areas that require additional
sound mitigation walls which will be added accordingly);
Concerns raised around truck volumes at the current Vancouver
Intermodal Yard;
Question was raised regarding the pause of the Kennedy Road
overpass (CP Rail noted the decision to put the project on pause was a
joint decision between the three key stakeholders) (Cllr MacDonald
stated initially Council had supported the over/underpass projects on
Kennedy Road and Harris Road until the Logistics Park was brought
forward who now are unanimously opposed to the Logistics Park and
consider the two projects as separate solely supporting the Harris Road
underpass at this time);
Confirmation that a drainage study would be completed on the
surrounding areas of the proposed Logistics Park (CP Rail confirmed
they indeed will be conducting further studies to identify drainage
concerns which will help support the design stages);

* M. Manion joined the meeting 10:46 a.m.
•

Concerns were raised around water quality and issues farms
experienced the last time CP Rail had completed some major work in
the area (CP Rail stated the water quality in the Katzie Slough can be a
concern and will be working to ensure this is managed through the
design features to ensure the proposed facility does not negatively
impact the quality of the water);
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Concerns on the impacts on you-pick fresh or frozen crops, emergency
management requirement that producers may need to worry about with
the development;
Concerns raised around the potential of widening of the roads which in
turn will remove more agricultural land as well concerns with potential
loss of access to farm fields;
Confirmation on the availability of the report outlining the potential
impacts this proposed facility will have on agriculture (CP Rail noted all
of the reports will be compiled and available online expected to be
released in the coming months);
Question was raised whether there been any engagement with MOTI
regarding this project (CP Rail has confirmed yes);
Question was raised how CP Rail received approval for fuel storage in
the aspect if there is an earthquake and the potential of soil liquefaction
(CP Rail stated they do not have any approvals yet, the project is subject
to the Canadian Transportation Act and still needs approval from the
Canadian Transportation Agency);
The question was raised as to what recourse the local farms have should
any problems arise (CP Rail noted, as a part of the approval process the
CTA has the ability to attach conditions upon approval and monitor
compliance with these conditions and whether or not any further
mitigations are required. Should CP Rail’s compliance be questioned,
the CTA would require CP Rail to monitor the issues of concern to
determine whether they are in compliance. In the event the conditions
set are not met, CP Rail would be required to discuss with the CTA how
to remedy);
Confirmation was made that the Kennedy Road Pump station is set to
be replaced in 2022 with a 2.3 million dollar project planned which will
provide a 25% capacity increase but only based on current conditions
which is excluding the newly proposed impacts of the Logistics Park;
The City is concerned with the increase of noise in the whole corridor
as a result of the Logistics Park, and the current existing exceedances;
CP Rail has committed to one more meeting and presentation to the
AAC which will take place prior to application submission to the CTA;
and
Recommendation for an opportunity for members of the AAC to speak
individually with CP Rail’s Agrologist regarding their individual concerns
(CP Rail stated members of the AAC or other local farmers can email
engage@CPlogisticspark.ca to ensure a connection is made).

* CP Rail, including their representatives, exited the meeting at 11:12 a.m.
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ALC Homesite Severance Subdivision Application for 20160 Old Dewdney
Trunk Road (FILE: 6635-20-2021-02)
A. Dominelli, Development Services Technician, provided a PowerPoint
presentation on an application received for a homesite severance
subdivision at 20160 Old Dewdney Trunk Rd forming a part of the original
minutes as Attachment 2.
Committee members participated in a discussion, with the following main
themes noted:
•
•
•
•

Applications of this nature are rare;
Although approval would be creating a second parcel of land, the
larger parcel of land will be farmable for new owners;
Clarification that the intent is to sever the homesite in order to
continue to reside on the smaller parcel of land and sell the acreage;
(Staff confirmed yes, this was the plan for the applicant); and
The application meets the legal criteria.

It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Agricultural Advisory Committee:
A.

Supports the homesite severance subdivision application for 20160
Old Dewdney Trunk Road.
CARRIED.

* Applicant 1 and their consultant exited the meeting 11:18 a.m.
(3)

.

Fill Deposit Application - 14086 Harris Road (FILE: 4520-08-2021-01)
A. Seed, Engineering Technician, provided a presentation on an
application for import of structural and preload fill for the construction of a
Single Family Dwelling and Farm Building at 14086 Harris Road forming a
part of the original minutes as Attachment 3.
Committee members participated in a discussion, with the following main
themes noted:
•

If the footprint exceeded the area allowed (Staff noted the ALC has
exemptions that it if that if it is a primary residence and the fill
footprint is less than 1000 square meters the applicant does not
need to submit an Notice of Intent or application to the ALC;
however, since this application is over 1000 square meters this
application needed approval form the ALC which it has);
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Applicant is within the parameters of the ALC’s requirements;
Confirmation as to whether any blueberries will be removed and if
the footprint will be exceeding requirements as a result of the
addition of the barn (Staff noted the site is all blueberry fields and
as a result, will need to remove plants in order to construct the
primary residence and the auxiliary structure);
Where will the new structure be built? (Staff noted it will not be in
the same location but will be moving to another location on the
property); and
Clarification that the reason this application is coming forward to the
AAC is due to the fact that the fill requirements exceed what is
allowed by the ALC (Staff noted this application would come before
the AAC regardless for comments as would any application within
the ALR that is over 500 cubic meters).

It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Agricultural Advisory Committee:
A.

Supports the fill deposit application to import structural and preload
fill for the construction of a Single Family Dwelling and Farm
Building at 14086 Harris Road.
CARRIED.

(4)

Water Levels in Ditches Pitt Meadows
C. Reimer, Manager of Operations, discussed the current and proposed
water levels in local ditches in accordance with Council Policy C016 & Bylaw
No. 2266.
Committee members participated in a discussion, with the following main
themes noted:
•
•
•
•

Water in the slough is stagnant; the recommendation was made to
open the Baynes Road gate to support flushing water through in
order to freshen the water;
Hale Road has been experiencing low levels of water over the past
few years and concerns that volumes of water are being held back;
Concerns were raised around too many weeds in the ditches,
ditches not being cleaned out, and not being dug down deep
enough;
Recommendation was made to increase the water levels in the
ditches in the summer;
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Recommendation was made to gather stakeholders and review
currently policy and make recommended revisions;
Recommendation was made to review reasoning behind running
pumps in the summer and alternatively more economical if the water
levels were simply brought up;
Water is viable to crops and has been challenging to acquire;
Concerns regarding a potential blockage at the end of Mcquarrie
Road (Staff recommended reaching out to the City’s Bylaw
department); and
Concerns were raised around local farmers dumping fill into ditches
and blocking them.

Criminal Activity in Rural Areas
The Committee held a discussion around current criminal activity and
impacts on the local agricultural community.
•

The recommendation was made to create a criminal activity tracker
to record details on crime against local agricultural properties.

Committee members participated in a discussion, with the following main
themes noted:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

It was noted that crime and criminal activity must be reported to the
RCMP right away in order to bring these concerns forward (Staff
noted the importance of reporting all crimes immediately);
Looking to demonstrate to the RCMP that there are criminal
concerns;
Request was made that these statistics are presented monthly to the
local RCMP detachment;
Support for this tracking system to reveal criminal activity;
A good way to review trends in order to increase awareness;
The City determines policing priorities and if there is a voice from
the farming community it may be prioritized; and
Recommendation was made to add the tracker as a standing
agenda item which will provide an opportunity to seek patterns and
determine if there are any action items to analyze after.

(6)

AAC Application Tracker
A. Berry, Director of Planning and Development, presented the updated
the AAC Application Tracker. No discussions were had.

(7)

AAC Action Items
A. Berry, Director of Planning and Development, presented the updated
AAC Action Item Tracker. No discussions were had.
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ROUND TABLE
The Committee engaged in a round table discussion and some of the
highlights included:
•

•

•
•

7.

Trespassing incident at 3:00 a.m. by the R.C.M.P on McKechnie
Road (Cllr MacDonald advised it was reasonable to reach out to Sgt.
Luca to determine if there was any information that could be shared
regarding this incident);
Metro Vancouver is seeking feedback on Clean Air Plan
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/airquality/engagement/clean-airplan/engagement/Pages/default.aspx;
Metro Vancouver seeking public engagement on a Solid Waste Plan
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/solidwaste/engagement/swmp/Pages/default.aspx ;
Century Farm & Ranch Awards honour pioneers whose ranch, farm
or agricultural organization has been active for 100 years in British
Columbia
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agricultureseafood/programs/century-farm-awards.

SUMMARY OF TODAY’S ACTION ITEMS
1. C. Reimer to provide list of key ditches to members of the AAC detailing
ditch maintenance schedules.
2. Staff to create a crime tracking template used to track criminal activity
in rural areas experienced by local farmers and members of the AAC.
3. C. Reimer to reach out to members of the AAC to discuss water levels
in ditches in Pitt Meadows and potential policy revisions.
4. Staff to follow-up with BCAC and request a presentation at an
upcoming AAC meeting.
5. A. Berry to discuss options around a possible invitation to the Canadian
Transportation Association to an upcoming AAC meeting.

8.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 12:22 p.m.
The next meeting for the Agricultural Advisory Committee is set for
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Certified as Correct:

________________
Tatiana McCaw, Committee Clerk ll
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Discussion of Agricultural Valued Component
Pitt Meadows – Agricultural Advisory Committee
June 10, 2021

ATTACHMENT 1

CP Logistics Park: Vancouver

Agriculture Baseline Results
Desktop review and field surveys
•
•
•
•

Site conditions
Local agricultural practices
Drainage and irrigation system
Transportation networks

Project Area – Agricultural Land Use
• Current use – blueberries (w/nursery)
and forage production
• Historic use – dairy production
• Reviewed surrounding area land use
ATTACHMENT 1

2

Agriculture Baseline Results
Improved agricultural capability
• Class 2 – indicating minor limitations
• Class 3 – indicating moderate limitations
• Limitations due to wetness and soil
structure

Drainage/Irrigation
• Numerous ditches exist within the Project
Area
• All connect to Katzie Slough and Kennedy
Road Pump Station
• Pump station/flood box identified as
important infrastructure
ATTACHMENT 1

3

Regional Drainage Analysis
Modelling of surface drainage system of the
Katzie Watershed
• Investigated response of Katzie Slough and
Kennedy Road Pump Station to extreme storm
events
• Model included considerations for

4

ATTACHMENT 1

o Site topography, soil characteristics, land use
o Geometry of drainage ditches and storm sewers
o Survey data of the hydraulic structures including
culverts and bridges
o Infiltration parameters
o Storm Intensity-Duration-Frequency (IDF) data
o Roughness coefficients and pump setup data

Regional Drainage Analysis
Model run for various storm scenarios
• From 1 to 24-hour durations
• Used 10-year and 100-year storm events
• Developed water level and flow hydrographs at various
locations along the study area
Results
• Peak runoff flow in Katzie Slough might temporarily
exceed pumping capacity at Kennedy Road Station
• Katzie Slough could act as a storage system and retain
the flood volume

5

ATTACHMENT 1

Next steps
• Additional evaluation - full Drainage Area 3 watershed
including ARDSA Criteria
• Evaluate if there are any residual project-related effects
to the existing environment

Potential Effects Evaluation - Agriculture
• Changes to offsite soil moisture regime
• High water levels, irrigation water quality,
soil quality
• Effects on agricultural operations from
dust, light, vibration, and noise
• Agriculture products or production
• Transportation of agricultural goods and
services
• Loss of agricultural land from the ALR
(~41 ha)
• Loss of viable topsoil
ATTACHMENT 1

6

Potential Effects Evaluation - Agriculture
• Considering options for re-use of topsoil

• Stormwater management to protect local
drainage/irrigation capability
• Spill prevention/response to avoid water or
soil contamination
• Mitigation approaches linked to other
valued components
• Agricultural community input

ATTACHMENT 1
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Thank you
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ATTACHMENT 2

ALC Homesite Severance
Subdivision Application for
20160 Old Dewdney Trunk Road
Agricultural Advisory Committee
Meeting June 10, 2021

20160 Old Dewdney Trunk Rd
• 6.98 ha/17.26 acres
• OCP Designation
- Agricultural 20 acre minimum

• Zoning
- A-1 General Agricultural

• Single family dwelling, agricultural building
• Leased for caliper tree nursery production

1

ATTACHMENT 2

Application
2 lots:
• 0.8 ha
(2 acres)
• 6.18 ha
(15.26
acres)

ALC Homesite Severance
Guidelines
• The applicant has continuously owned and occupied the
property since December 21, 1972.
– transferred to the owner and husband (now deceased) on May 27,
1964

• Previous subdivisions that created any additional parcels
and were approved by the Commission may be seen as
fulfilling the purpose of a homesite severance.
– parcel itself created in 1931
– no subsequent subdivisions

2

ATTACHMENT 2

Homesite Severance
• The applicants must demonstrate their intention to sell the
remainder of the property upon approval. The Commission
may make its approval subject to the sale of the remainder.
– remainder will be sold to a farmer
– up to the ALC to determine what level of evidence required

• The remainder of the property must be of size and
configuration that is suitable for agricultural use after the
severance.
– approximately 15 acres and leased for caliper nursery tree production.

Staff Comments
• Appears to qualify for homesite severance
• Recommend forwarding to ALC for
decision

3

ATTACHMENT 2

Recommendation:
A. The Agricultural Advisory Committee supports
the homesite severance subdivision application
for 20160 Old Dewdney Trunk Road; OR
B. The Agricultural Advisory Committee does not
support the homesite severance subdivision
application for 20160 Old Dewdney Trunk
Road; OR
C. Other.

4

ATTACHMENT 3

ATTACHMENT 3

•
•

ATTACHMENT 3

ATTACHMENT 3

