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MINUTES of the Agricultural Advisory Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 
January 13, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. via video conference. 

PRESENT:  

Voting Members: J. Bachmann 
H. Bitter 
S. Howkins 
L. Kemper 
M. Manion 
P. Robinson 
T. Vader 
W. Wisselink 

  
Non-Voting Members: J. Lussier, Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Fisheries 
J. Weightman, Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries 

  
Council Liaisons: 
 
Staff: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guests: 

Councillor MacDonald 
 
A. Dominelli, Development Services Technician 
J. Hart, Project Manager – Major Projects 
S. Nickerson, Development Services Technician 
B. Morgan, Manager - Emergency Programs 
C. O’Byrne – Project Manager – Community 
Development 
C. Reimer – Manager of Operations 
M. Roberts, Chief Administrative Officer 
A. Seed – Engineering Technologist  
J. Singh – FireSmart Coordinator 
A. Wallace, Manager of Community Development 
(Chair) 

 
J. Edwards – CP Rail 
G. Hughes-Games – Hemmera Environmental 
Consultant  
J. Van Humbeck – CP Rail 

  
Regrets: A. Berry, Director of Planning & Development  
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W. Jack 
D. Kosicki (was out of town; however, shared his 
comments withthe group through email which was 
distributed prior to the meeting) 
Councillor Simpson 

  
Recording Clerk: T. McCaw, Committee Clerk ll 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. 

2. LATE ITEMS 

5.1 – Introduction of members from the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries (MOAFF).   

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Agenda for the January 13th, 
2022 Agricultural Advisory Committee Meeting be approved as amended. 

CARRIED. 
4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Minutes of the Agricultural 
Advisory Committee Meeting held on December 9th, 2021 be adopted. 

CARRIED. 
5. NEW BUSINESS 

(1) Introduction of Members from MOAFF 

J. Lussier and J. Weightman with the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries gave a brief introduction of themselves as they will be joining the 
AAC meetings temporarily as a result of the recent change of positions for 
M. Roberts who previously sat on the Committee.  

(2) Fill Deposit Application 12305 McTavish Rd   (FILE: ENV00038) 

A. Seed, Engineering Technologist, provided a PowerPoint presentation 
on an application for the importation of structural and preload fill for the 
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construction of a Single Family Dwelling and Farm Structures located within 
the Agricultural Land Reserve at 12305 McTavish Road forming a part of 
the minutes as Attachment 1. 

 
Committee members participated in discussion with the following main 
themes noted: 

• The question was raised whether the proposed home will be built 
on the same footprint as the existing home (Staff confirmed that the 
proposed new home would be built on the same footprint as the 
existing home. Additionally, staff confirmed that no blueberry plants 
will be removed); 

• Based on the location of the home, workshop and barn, it was 
suggested that the property owners consider expanding and add 
more blueberries plants to the non-farmed locations; 

• The question was raised whether this application complies with the 
allowable guidelines of the City (Staff confirmed yes); 

• It was suggested that placement of the driveway along the outside 
perimeter of the property demonstrates an effort to maximize the 
agricultural use of the property; 

• Confirmation was requested that the fill levels be monitored on the 
site (Staff noted the Applicant’s Geotechnical Engineer would 
monitor the amount of fill and the area in which it is being placed); 

 

It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Agricultural Advisory Committee: 

A. Supports the fill deposit application to import structural and preload 
fill for the construction of a Single Family Dwelling and auxiliary Farm 
Structures at 12305 McTavish Rd with the requirement that the site 
is monitored by the applicant’s Geotechnical Engineer to ensure 
there are no negative impacts to surrounding properties.  

CARRIED. 
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(3) Emergency Preparedness 

B. Morgan, Manager of Emergency Program, led a roundtable discussion 
on the Emergency Preparedness Plan for the City of Pitt Meadows, 
including farmers and their livestock.  
 
Committee members participated in discussion with the following main 
themes noted: 

• Concerns were raised around farmers being refused access to 
provide help to Abbottsford farmers who were in need during the 
recent flood event (Staff responded by clarifying that the police 
officers provide support in situations of this nature; however, they 
do not make the decisions on their own as it is a collaborative effort 
with the priority being the safety of people); 

• The recommendation was made to create an Emergency Response 
Team or training program locally which would allow local farmers to 
receive certifications that will enable them to provide support for 
one another in the event of a local disaster (Staff noted a program 
could be developed to support this recommendation); 

• The suggestion was made to develop a permitting system that 
would require individual signoff, which would remove liability and 
allow access for farmers once a risk assessment had been completed 
on the property (Staff supported this idea and will reach out to the 
MOAFF to review their existing process to determine if the City 
could implement a similar system);  

• Concerns were raised around whether the City had a current 
evacuation plan and a post-disaster action plan in the event of a 
flood to move livestock to higher ground (Staff noted that an 
evacuation plan is being created but is not completed and does not 
include a plan for livestock); and 

• Concerns were raised around social media used as a 
communications tool to relay important information to residents in 
an emergency (Staff noted that in the event of an evacuation, 
residents would typically have three days’ notice before the disaster 
strikes). 
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It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Agricultural Advisory Committee: 

  
Recommend that the City develop qualifications for an Emergency 
Response Team to retrieve livestock which would include a training 
certification and recognition program to respond to any local natural 
disasters. 

CARRIED. 
 

(4) Canadian Pacific Railway Update Presentation 
J. Edwards, J. Van Humbeck, & G. Hughes-Games provided an updated 
PowerPoint presentation on the agricultural impacts of the proposed CP 
Logistic Park, forming a part of the minutes as Attachment 2. 

 
Committee members participated in a discussion with the following main 
themes noted: 

• Questions related to the Agricultural Benefit Fund as mentioned by 
the presenters (CP stated that this fund is typically discussed between 
CP and the local agricultural community. CP recognized that local 
stakeholders would best understand what their community needs. 
Alternatively, the community could localize these funds and keep 
them in trust for a later time); 

• The question was raised as to what mitigating factors CP would take 
to ensure there would be no contamination in local waterways. 
Clarification was requested on additional measures CP would take 
during construction. In the past, there were significant impacts on 
local farms during the last construction. (CP stated that the detailed 
measures that would be implemented had not been disclosed yet; 
however, CP is committed to ensuring that ongoing monitoring will 
be taking place throughout the construction phase to ensure there is 
no disruption); 

• The question was asked if there were concerns to the Logistics Park 
Project if a diking and levy system failure occurred. (CP confirmed 
their engineers have considered this scenario, and when the site is 
developed, the elevation of the facility would be built above that 
flood elevation); 
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• A recommendation was made that Council and the City manage and 
distribute the suggested Agricultural Benefit Fund on behalf of the 
AAC. It was suggested that the fund could mitigate the impacts of 
potential flooding concerns due to the increase in paved surfaces 
within the City. It was also recommended to consider another pump 
station (Staff suggested a discussion needed to start at the Council 
level between CP and the proposed Agricultural Benefit Fund. If 
created, these monies would be placed in a trust account for future 
agriculture projects that benefit the farming community. The AAC 
would make recommendations to Council about potential projects. 
The AAC would have a say on the proposed amount; however, 
Council would be the final voice of approval); 

• Appreciation was given to CP for looking to provide financial support 
to the agricultural community;  

• A comment was made disagreeing with CP’s Agrologist report 
stating that the land in this area was of poor quality (CP’s Agrologist 
noted that that the land is indeed good quality land with limitations 
due to potential flooding); 

• Concerns were raised around this proposed development 
interrupting the City’s plans for the McTavish road connector; 

• The recommendation was made for CP to review other North Fraser 
neighbourhoods which may be better suited for their continued 
expansion plans; and 

• Concerns were raised around the low tax rate paid by CP with the 
recommendation to have this reviewed in an effort to stand 
comparable to other industrial operations within the City.  

It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Agricultural Advisory 
Committee receive for information the January 19, 2022 presentation from 
CP on the CP Logistics Park proposed development. 

CARRIED. 
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(5) Update on AAC Application Tracker  
A. Wallace, Manager of Community Development, provided a verbal 
update on the AAC Application Tracker, which forms a part of this meeting 
agenda package. 

 
(6) Update on AAC Action Items  

A. Wallace, Manager of Community Development, provided an update on 
the AAC Action Item Tracker, which forms a part of this meeting agenda 
package. 

 

6. ROUND TABLE 

The Agricultural Advisory Committee participated in a round table of 
discussions. No motions or recommendations were put forward. 

• The question was raised on whether City Council scrutinizes data and 
proposals brought forward by CP regarding areas such as retention 
ponds and water flow (Staff stated that the City is in receipt of an 
evaluation that is currently under review to understand these impacts 
better. Staff noted that CP is holding three engagement sessions by 
the end of February. Staff will have an opportunity to hear from the 
public and provide Council with an overview of the environmental 
assessment. Staff will gain a better understanding of how to respond 
to CP. Council is opposed to the Logistics Park, and they need to 
contemplate the possibility of an Agricultural Benefit Fund. CP still 
needs to be successful with the proposed Logistics Park); 
 

• Discussions were held around the difficulties and increased input 
costs associated with farming;  
 

• The question was raised to clarify where the road on the south side 
of the new Proposed Logistics Park, near the Katzie Slough, will lead; 
 

• The continued opposition to the CP proposals and the update on the 
local Emergency Response will be brought forward to the Metro 
Vancouver Ag Committee; 
 



Minutes of the Agricultural Advisory Committee Meeting – January 13, 2022 

 

 

8 

 

 

• The question was raised how to demonstrate further the consistency 
of the decisions made around applications brought before the AAC; 
and 
 

• MOAFF is currently preparing a province-wide agricultural meeting 
on February 17th with an invitation to be distributed in the coming 
weeks. 

7. SUMMARY OF TODAY’S ACTION ITEMS 

1. Staff to reach out to the Director of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries 
to join an upcoming AAC to speak about regenerative farming initiatives. 

2. C. Reimer to join next AAC to discuss electrical concerns around pump stations in 
the event of a flood, diking deficiencies and infrastructure concerns, digging of 
the ditches and the review of policy C106 including the drainage Bylaw No. 2266. 

3. Members form the AAC request an update from CP on mitigating agricultural 
impacts such as contamination of the waterways  if this project proceeds vs. how 
it was managed during their previous projects.  

4. Staff & AAC members to join together to complete a Risk Vulnerability Analysis & 
Fire Smart Plan to be completed prior to April 2022. 

5. A. Berry and A. Wallace to discuss and possibly propose revisions to the current 
AAC Application Tracker to ensure consistency in recommendations by the AAC. 

6. Staff to review and provide possible compensation options to the AAC in 
response to CP’s proposal Agricultural Benefit Fund as discussed at the January 
13, 2022 meeting. The members of the AAC will be asked to review and provide 
a recommendation back to Counci 

7. lStaff to evaluate the Environmental Assessment recently completed by CP in 
regards to the proposed Logistics Park and provide an update to the AAC 
including the findings through analysis. 

8. Staff to explore the ability to develop a qualification of an Emergency Response 
Team to retrieve livestock which would include a training certification and 
recognition program in the effort to respond to a local natural disaster.  

9. Committee Clerk to schedule an initial meeting time for the members of the AAC 
to meet with the Emergency Programs Team to discuss and plan these two 
initiatives. 
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8. ADJOURNMENT    

It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 12:00 
p.m. 

CARRIED. 
 

The next meeting for the Agricultural Advisory Committee is set for 
February 10, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

Certified as Correct: 

 

________________ 

Tatiana McCaw, Committee Clerk ll 
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CP Logistics Park: Vancouver
Agricultural Effects Evaluation
Pitt Meadows – Agricultural Advisory Committee
January 13, 2022

2

Agriculture Baseline Results

Desktop review and field surveys 
• Site conditions
• Local agricultural practices
• Drainage and irrigation system
• Transportation networks

Project Area – Agricultural Land Use
• Current use – blueberries (w/nursery)

and forage production
• Historic use – dairy production
• Reviewed surrounding area land use
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Agriculture Baseline Results

Improved agricultural capability
• Class 2 – indicating minor limitations
• Class 3 – indicating moderate limitations

• Limitations due to wetness and soil
structure

Drainage/Irrigation
• Numerous ditches exist within the Project

Area
• All connect to Katzie Slough and Kennedy

Road Pump Station
• Pump station/flood box identified as

important infrastructure

4

Potential Effects Evaluation - Agriculture

Agricultural Use:
• Loss of Class 1 to 3 improved agricultural land
• Change in water levels/drainage and irrigation systems
• Change in irrigation water quality
• Offsite effects from dust, light, vibration, and noise
• Change in agriculture products or production
• Disruption of transportation of agricultural goods/services
Soil Resource:
• Change in soil quantity available for agricultural production
• Change in soil quality available for agricultural production
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Regional Drainage Analysis

Modelling of surface drainage system of the 
Katzie Watershed

• Made up of 3 sub-catchments – Kennedy Road,
McKechnie and Baynes

• Model scenarios included: 1: 10 year and 1:100
year events for 6, 12 and 24 hr storms under
existing conditions and with Project in place

• Additional scenarios run to assess existing
conditions under agricultural design flows and
with Project in place

6

Regional Drainage Analysis - ARDSA

Existing Conditions
• Modelled water level in Katzie Slough exceeded

the field elevation (1.58 m) for 25 minutes.
• Freeboard was violated for 19.5 hours during the

2-day storm and 36 hours during the 5-day
storm.

• ARDSA criteria for conveyance of the flood
water are met/drainage system capable of
removing the runoff.

ATTACHMENT 2

 
3



7

Regional Drainage Analysis - ARDSA

With Project in Place (including mitigation 
measures such as stormwater ponds)

• Freeboard was violated for 21 hours during the
2-day storm and 37.5 hours during the 5-day
storm.

• Overall increase of 1.5 hours for each storm
event compared to existing conditions

• ARDSA criteria for conveyance of the flood
water are met and the drainage system is
capable of removing the runoff.

8

Potential Mitigation Measures - Agriculture

• Surface water management to protect local
drainage/irrigation capability and water quality

• Traffic management plan to mitigate temporary
disruptions

• Site monitoring to assess effectiveness of
erosion and sediment controls

• Dust, light and noise management
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Offsetting Options 

CP is committed to continued engagement with the 

agricultural community to gather input on mitigation and 

offsetting for the Logistics Park: Vancouver Project. 

CP is currently considering the following offsetting 

options:

1. Salvage of viable topsoil;

2. Establishment of an Agricultural Benefit Fund; and/or

3. Blueberry plant salvage

10

Thank you
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