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Minutes of the Active Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting held on 
Monday, September 9, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Meadows Room of the Pitt 

Meadows City Hall, 12007 Harris Road, Pitt Meadows, British Columbia. 

PRESENT: 
Committee Members: Peter Jongbloed (Chair) 

Richard Gaspar 
Richard Harmston 
Gordon Kirkland 
Adeem Ramji 
Heather Escaravage 
Niels Jensen 

Ex-Officio Members: Councillor Mike Hayes 

Guests: Maureen Robertson 

Staff: Samantha Maki, Director, Engineering & Operations 
Ashley Seed, Engineering Technician 

REGRETS: Councillor Tracy Miyashita
John Barnes
Michelle Browne
Timo Hess
Adam Keizer

SECRETARY: Tanya Barr 

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.

The Committee participated in a roundtable of introductions.

2. LATE ITEMS

None.
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3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the agenda for the September 9,
2019 Active Transportation Advisory Committee meeting be approved.

CARRIED. 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Minutes of the Special Active
Transportation Advisory Committee meeting held on June 10, 2019, be
adopted.

CARRIED. 

5. DELEGATIONS / PRESENTATIONS

None.

6. REPORTS

6.1 Re-Election of Chair & Vice Chair of ATAC 

The Committee participated in a roundtable discussion and 
canvased for nominations of Chair and Vice-Chair. 

There was unanimous consent amongst the Committee to re-elect 
P. Jongbloed as Chair, and H. Escaravage as Vice-Chair, of the
Active Transportation Advisory Committee.

6.2 Partner Funding 

A. Seed, Engineering Technician, presented an overview of
funding opportunities (TransLink and BikeBC).  TransLink is
currently reviewing the City’s list of requests and are optimistic of
funding opportunities.  The information sheet provided is included
and forms part of the original minutes as Attachment 1.

The discussion continued with the following concerns being raised: 

 Connectivity from Osprey Village;

 TransLink route updates being positioned and potentially
announced early October 2019;

 G. Kirkland suggested connecting with “Access for All”,
funding for projects that improve accessibility; managed
through the Rick Hansen Foundation; and
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 G. Kirkland mentioned the Canada Disabilities Act and that
there may be funding opportunities through this legislation.

6.3 CP Rail at Harris Rd Underpass, Kennedy Rd Overpass 

S. Maki, Director of Engineering & Operations gave a verbal
overview and summary of feedback collected to date.

The discussion continued with the following concerns being raised: 

 Same level crossing; will pedestrian traffic be permitted at
track level?

o S. Maki advised that it wasn’t a feasible option.  The
MUP will be designed with accessibility in mind.

Richard Gaspar joined the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

 S. Maki announced that there will be a community
engagement opportunity this fall. Timing is still to be
confirmed;

 Drainage concerns around the Kennedy Rd crossing;

 How much weight of ATAC’s recommendations in the
design process;

o S. Maki advised ATAC that the feedback has been
provided to the Port Authority and CP and
conversation and review of designs will progress in
the stages to come.

 Idling trains at Kennedy Rd overpass location; and

 Lighting and the possibly of adding reflectors on the curb or
atop of the MUP.

6.4 Updates to Items Presented May 13, 2019 

S. Maki, Director of Engineering & Operations, provided a verbal
update to the action items from meeting of May 13, 2019:

A. At MacLean Park, investigate potential for bike path and
signage, including costs.

o S. Maki requested clarification on location.  If it’s a
paved path, there is an opportunity for grant funding.
The conceptual design scope is included in the RFP
that was recently issued by the City and staff will be
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reviewing and awarding the work shortly. Once the 
area is reviewed further by the design team, the 
project will be brought back to ATAC for discussion.  
Concerns with vehicle traffic at path site were 
mentioned.   

ACTION: S. Maki to follow up with Parks Department 
regarding use of proposed path area. 

B. Follow up on discussion with consultant re: Left turn
advance versus Leading Pedestrian Indicator (LPI).

- Cobra Electric has been engaged to determine
possibilities.  The LPI is not feasible due to the type
of existing equipment and space limitations at Harris
Rd and 124th.  Recommendation is for advanced
green.

ACTION: S. Maki will provide an update at next
meeting.

- P. Jongbloed suggested Hammond Rd and Bonson
Rd as another location for potential LPI or advanced
green.

- A Traffic Operation Safety Review (TOSR) with ICBC is
planned for 2020; locations include 122nd Ave from
191B St to 193rd St and McMyn Road from 191 St to
Harris Rd.

C. Heron Bridge over Slough; connect with BC Hydro to
determine damage responsibility.  The Province identified
the asphalt cracks in pathway were already there prior to
their work being implemented.

o S. Maki relayed that determination of responsibility is
not likely at this point and the City has received no
response by BC Hydro’s claim department.

o It was asked who repairs the path; S. Maki referred
that it may be the City who ultimately would be
responsible.  P. Jongbloed referenced a few locations
that need to be addressed.

ACTION: S. Maki to review and follow up at next
meeting.

6.5 ATAC - Terms of Reference (TOR) 
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S. Maki led the discussion and sought feedback from the
Committee regarding revisions to the existing TOR.

Topics requested for inclusion in new TOR: 

 Inclusion of wording to reflect accessibility option;

 Membership updates to reflect the current number of active
participants;

 Recognition of separation from Maple Ridge as far as
accessibility;

 Eligibility for membership by geographical location;

o It was mentioned that attracting members can be
difficult at times, and we may not want to limit by
location.

H. Escaravage left the meeting at 8:04 p.m.

 The potential for a joint Parks Committee; It’s felt that it would
be a good opportunity for cohesiveness between the two
committees (ATAC and Parks Committee);

o S. Maki advised that there may be potential for an
advisory committee after the Parks and Rec Master Plan
has been drafted in 2020 and that a task force will be
formed during the creation of the Parks and Rec Master
Plan.

 Educational signage on Pitt River Greenway (gravel path
leading up to airport);

o S. Maki advised that signage is on the radar for 2020, but
the current focus is park signage and then depending on
the remaining budget, signage along the trails and dike
network for the Pitt River Greenway would be
coordinated with and managed by Metro Vancouver.

 Under PROCEDURES (8.D); would be good to facilitate that
once/year joint meeting with Maple Ridge to discuss shared
concerns. (Committee to Committee meeting);

 Can ATAC impact provincial legislation on zero emissions;
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o S. Maki advised that it could be considered during the
City’s OCP (Official Community Plan) review and could
also factor in during infrastructure design.

ACTION: S. Maki will have DRAFT TOR available at the
next meeting of ATAC for review.

6.6 2019 Project Update & 2020 Project Review. 

S. Maki provided an updated summary list of projects.  The
document is attached and forms part of the original minutes as
Attachment 2.

The Committee engaged in discussion with the following points 
being raised: 

 The letdowns that have been ground down at 115B St are
generally good; however, it would be better if they could start
further back. Still poses safety issues as wheel chair
users/scooters have to come to a complete stop prior to
approach of let down to get wheels aligned properly;

 Park Rd and Lougheed Hwy – Staff are discussing letdown
issues with the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure. It’s
felt that there is significant safety issues due to height of
island/let down;

 Advanced Green at Harris Rd and Ford Rd would come out of
ATAC budget;

 The crosswalk adjacent to the concession stand at the Pitt
Meadows Athletic Park has been painted;

 Awaiting confirmation of timeline for crosswalk at Harris Rd and
Fieldstone, which is to be completed by Onni;

 The crosswalk at Baynes Rd and Ford Rd is on the project list
and forms part of the project scope that has been included as
part of the RFP;

 Clarification on the Hammond Rd/Blakely Rd intersection for
bicycle push button should be north/south, not east/west;

 $5000 to complete letdowns modifications (grinding) at nine
locations, which is significantly cheaper than installing new
letdowns and will improve accessibility in the short-term;
letdown replacement will still be completed as the longer-term
solution;
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 S. Maki asked the Committee as to whether or not there are
any other locations that require attention that are not on the
project list;

 McMyn Rd and 191 St regarding placement of stop sign in front
of letdown;

o S. Maki confirmed that the contractor has been
contacted and stop sign will be moved.

 Crossing from 191 St to Meadow Vale Shopping Centre should
be considered.

ACTION: S. Maki to review as part of upcoming design work or
TOSR.

6.7 HUB Cycling Spring 2019 Interim Service Report (Page 28) 

Interim report received from Hub Cycling outlining the current 
progress of the Bike Education program in Pitt Meadows. 

The Committee engaged in a discussion, with the following point 
being raised: 

 Bike to School education planned for Highland Park and
Edith McDermott Elementary Schools in 2020.

6.8 Concept Drawings (Page 29) 

S. Maki, Director of Engineering & Operations, provided a verbal
update to the conceptual drawings of the 193rd St. Multi-Use Path
(MUP).

 Transportation budget is tight at this point, as such, 193rd St
isn’t proposed in the capital business plan until 2021;

 Drawings showed decreased road width and removal of
localized parking to accommodate space for MUP;

 A raised intersection at 193rd St and Ford Rd would be
explored further during detailed design.

 Option one of consultant’s recommendation for $360K
didn’t affect existing road width, but doesn’t meet
requirements for TransLink or AAA designation (TransLink
likely wouldn’t fund/fund as much);
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 Second option of consultant’s report outlines costs for a
complete street $1.9M (TransLink could fund up to 75%).
Bike BC could fund up to 50% of Municipalities contribution;

 Impacts on Fire Hall as they relate to drawings;

o S. Maki mentioned that the access points are similar.

 Residents near WCE may be impacted negatively (parking
and boulevards);

 Connection from 122A Ave to Harris Rd, it’s not felt that
there would be space for a MUP to the proposed
underpass, but this could be reviewed further as part of the
detailed design. There would be a significant impact to the
businesses;

 It was asked if during evening hours if WCE parking lot
could be used for Foamer’s Folley and include a path
between the two;

ACTION: Committee members are requested to do drive
by/walk thru the affected area and report back to ATAC at
next meeting.

 It was thought that Coquitlam has a good foundation that
could be leveraged as a good example;

 Bike path and pedestrian path are at same level (side by
side). S. Maki provided a cross section drawing of the PATH
and is included and forms part of the original minutes as
Attachment 3;

 Status of Airport Way MUP was discussed and the following
comments were mentioned:

o There is no current pedestrian connection on Airport
Way to Golden Ears, unless you walk the shoulder;

o S. Maki mentioned that Airport Way is expected to
be changed to four lanes as a DCC project, but that
is many years away.

ACTION: S. Maki to investigate possibilities, costs,
and feasibility for temporary structure/switchback
near east end of existing MUP on the south side of
Airport Way.
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Roundtable: 

 192nd St. around corner to 124th Ave. has poor sightlines due
to overgrown shrubbery;

ACTION: T. Barr will follow up with Bylaws requesting
contact with resident for maintenance of vegetation.

 G. Kirkland spoke to and provided a list of concerns as they
relate to accessibility throughout the city.  The list is
provided and forms part of the original minutes as
Attachment 4;

 G. Kirkland mentioned concerns with sidewalk grinding
angles along Park Rd;

ACTION: S. Maki to review.

 Request to include RCMP reporting in ATAC meeting
agendas; specifically around traffic accidents,
bicycle/pedestrian safety, peak areas of concerns (statistics);

ACTION: S. Maki to review and follow up.

 Osprey Village roundabout; having issues with accessing
Have Your Say;

 Osprey Village roundabout engagement opportunity will be
held on October 30, 2019, at South Bonson Community
Centre (10932 Barnston View Rd).  Any feedback regarding
crosswalks or transportation aspects, please email S. Maki,
at smaki@pittmeadows.ca; and

 GE Bridge Bike Path access being closed for maintenance
again;

ACTION: S. Maki to follow up on maintenance schedule.

 Crosswalk at Bonson Rd/Sutton Ave will be added to the
Bonson Rd capital paving project. Timeline for work is not
yet known.

 S. Maki mentioned that the Traffic Calming Policy is
currently under review and any Committee feedback would
be appreciated.
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 Non-standard white crosswalks are not supported by
Transportation Association of Canada; S. Maki looking for
Committee feedback at next meeting.

ACTION: T. Barr to add to next agenda.

7. ADJOURNMENT

It was MOVED and SECONDED THAT the Active Transportation Advisory
Committee meeting be adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

CARRIED. 
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TRANSLINK: 
Met with them August 29 to go over funding options & to show them 193rd 

MRNB (Opened September 3- closes November 2019)

 When bike infrastructure doesn’t have to be on the MRN, must:

o be located in Areas of high cycling potential

o Located in urban centre

 $200K allocated.

BICCS (Opened September 3- closes November 2019)

 Bike related infrastructure- Located in 20% high use buffer zone:

o Push buttons

o MUP

 $64K allocated.

 $600K competitive for Class 1

WICCS (Opened September 3- closes November 2019)

 Walking infrastructure: Located in 400m buffer to 20% high frequency stops:

o MUP

o Curb letdowns (+/-14 locations)

 $45K allocated.

 $400 competitive Class 1

MOTI:

Bike BC (Open Fall 2019-Closes Feb 2020)

 Bike related infrastructure:

o Push buttons

o MUP

o Traffic Calming

o Paving of gravel bike paths

 50% up to 1 Million.

active transportation advisory committee 
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Item Project Priority Status Location Est. Cost
1 Bicycle Push Buttons Low (can be done w MUP) Included in RFP for design 122 Avenue & Harris Road (east‐west) $15,000
2 Bicycle Push Buttons High  Included in RFP for design Blakely Road & Hammond Road (north‐south) $15,000
3 Bicycle Push Buttons High  Included in RFP for design 124 Avenue & Harris Road (east‐west) $15,000
4 Stop Signs and Stop Bars High  Included in RFP for design Airport Way & Baynes Road. Install two stop signs for east‐west traffic.  $2,000

5 No Parking Signs High 
To be reviewed, completed by 
City Crew

Hammond Road (north side and east of Harris Road) $2,000

6 Crosswalk High  Included in RFP for design Ford Road and Baynes Road (one or two crossings north/south) $1,000
7 Crosswalk High  Complete Akjumali Avenue replace crosswalk. $1,000
8 Crosswalk High  Included in RFP for design Ford Road & 189A Street  $1,000

9 Crosswalk Medium
Defered to 2020 Roadworks ‐ 
Bonson Rd Paving

Bonson Road & Sutton Avenue

10 McMyn Gravel Pathway High  Included in RFP for design
Entrance to Maclean Park at existing letdown for bikes. Scope ‐ paving or gravel, no parking 
signage, signs for bike path. 

TBD

11 Line Markings  High  Included in RFP for design McMyn Road – for westbound traffic add turn lane into Meadowvale $1,000
12 Curb Letdown Medium Grinding Complete 115B & Bonson Letdown Northwest $300
13 Curb Letdown Medium Grinding Complete 115B & Bonson Letdown Southwest $360
14 Curb Letdown Medium To be ground down ‐ 2019 116A Avenue Crosswalk North (30m east of 116B Avenue) $420
15 Curb Letdown Medium To be ground down ‐ 2019 116A Avenue Crosswalk South (30m east of 116B Avenue) $420

16 Curb Letdown Medium
Cannot grind, already flush. 
Typical letdown detail included 
in RFP

120B Avenue & Bonson Road Southwest $2,500

17 Curb Letdown Medium To be ground down ‐ 2019 Bonson Road & Hammond Road Northwest $300
18 Curb Letdown Medium To be ground down ‐ 2019 Bonson Road & Hammond Road Southwest $300
19 Curb Letdown Medium Add to grinding scope Bonson Road Athletic Park West TBD
20 Curb Letdown Low Cannot grind, already flush Park Road & Sommerset Drive Northwest $2,500
21 Curb Letdown Low Cannot grind, already flush Park Road & Bonson Road Northwest $2,500
22 Curb Letdown Low To be ground down ‐ 2019 Park Road & Bonson Road Southwest $300
23 Curb Letdown Low Follow‐up with MOTI Park Road & Lougheed Hwy ALL medians N/A
24 Curb Letdown High  Add to grinding scope Entrance to MacLean Park TBD
25 Curb Letdown High  To be ground down ‐ 2019 Wildwood Crescent & Wildcrest Avenue Northeast $2,500
26 Curb Letdown High  To be ground down ‐ 2019 Wildwood Crescent & Wildcrest Avenue Northwest $2,500
27 Curb Letdown High  To be ground down ‐ 2019 Wildwood Crescent & Wildcrest Avenue Southwest $2,500
28 Curb Letdown High  Cannot grind, too steep Wildwood Crescent & North Wildwood Place Southeast $2,500
29 Curb Letdown High  Cannot grind, too steep Wildwood Crescent & North Wildwood Place Southwest $2,500
30 Curb Letdown High  Cannot grind, too steep Wildwood Crescent & South Wildwood Place Northwest $2,500
31 Curb Letdown High  To be ground down ‐ 2019 Wildwood Crescent & 114b Street Southwest $2,500
32 Multi‐Use Path Medium (TBC) Awaiting additional feedback 193rd complete street concept design TBD
33 LPI/Advanced Green TBC Potentially 2020 Hammond Road & Bonson Road TBD
34 Advanced Green High (TBC) Design ongoing Ford Road & Harris Road  TBD

35 Consulting Work High 
Proposals submitted, to be 
reviewed

Design, Contract Administration & Field Review, Close‐out $15,000
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Total $95,400

Remaining 2019 Active Transportation Budget $88,000
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1. 
Making Pitt Meadows An Accessible Municipality 

Goals  And Priorities 

Introduction 

I have been a paraplegic since 1990. Over the years I have been vocal about the need for improved 
accessibility for wheelchair users. I became much more vocal in 2015 when I discovered that it was 
easier to wheel my chair up the side of a mountain to Yosemite Falls in Yosemite National Park than 
it was to go around the block in my own neighborhood here in Pitt Meadows. 

On May 17th, 2012 Rick Hansen and I wheeled into Spirit Square as part of his 25th Anniversary 
Cross Canada an In Motion Relay. At that time, various civic, provincial, and federal representatives 
spoke of a desire to make the community accessible. Unfortunately talk and action are two very 
different things. 

With the election of the current Council there appears to be a renewed interest in at least starting 
towards improving the current state of accessibility. This document will lay out some immediate steps 
that need to be taken for the safety of wheelchair users. It will also look at priorities for the future, and 
ways in which Pitt Meadows can work with other funding sources to make improvements, and ways 
the City can become an advocate and a leader in seeing changes that need to be made at the 
provincial or federal level. 
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1.  
 
 
 

1) Improvements That Are Municipal Responsibilities 
 

a) Curb Letdowns Where None Exist 
 

A great many intersections in Pitt 
Meadows do not have curb letdowns 
making it difficult for wheelchair users 
to easily and safely cross the street. 
The grinding solution used at Benson 
Road and 115B Street is an 
acceptable and economical temporary 
measure to address this problem. 

 
For example, the entrance to the 
walkway into Somerset Park from 
Cedar Lane has no curb letdown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

b) Ensuring Curb Letdowns Are Flush To The Road Surface 
 
Curb letdowns that do not end flush with the road surface cause a significant problem to 
wheelchair users. When approaching such a letdown the wheelchair user must slow down 
significantly or stop before getting onto the sidewalk, This causes two issues. First, the 
wheelchair must break inertia and wheel uphill on the curb letdown adding to the difficulty of 
the crossing. Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, drivers waiting to go around the corner 
may not be prepared for the wheelchair user to stop and start moving before the wheelchair 
operator has gotten out of the way. (This has happened to me several times.) 

 
 

c) Repairing Uneven Sidewalks 
 

Many sidewalks in Pitt Meadows are in need of repair. Cracks and heaving cause 
significant problems for wheelchair users. The south side of Park Road, particularly 
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1.  
between 193rd Street and Bonson Road, is in especially bad repair. Heaving caused by tree 
roots has made this stretch of sidewalk extremely challenging. Some mitigation has been 
attempted by grinding the sidewalks, but it has not been done is such a way as to ease the 
transit over the bump. More grinding, or the addition of more cement to smooth out the way 
over the heaved section would be an acceptable and economical solution. 
 
 

 
d)  Establishing Minimum Standards For Accessible Parking Spaces In Parking Lots at 

Commercial and Buildings 
 

Starting Dec. 10 of 2018 the province removed the requirement for accessible 
parking at residential and commercial buildings from the 2018 building code and 
shifted the responsibility to municipalities. 

The Ministry of Housing says the switch will improve accessibility, particularly 
at retail stores and condo and apartment buildings, by allowing local 
governments to set their own standards. Therefore, Pitt Meadows has the 
opportunity to apply sensible regulations to parking within the municipality. 

 

Recommended Number Of Accessible Parking Stalls In 
Parking Lots In Pitt Meadows 

Total 
Number of 

Parking 
Stalls 

Commercial/ 
Industrial 

Parking Lots 

Parking Lots 
at Medical 
Clinics and 

Related 
Services 

Municipal 
Facilities 

(Parks/Sports 
Facilities/ 

Community 
Centres 

<10 1 1 1 
11-25 2 3 2 
26=50 3 4 4 

50=100 4 6 6 
100+ 6-10 6=10 6=10 

    
 

 
e) Establish Municipal Building Codes To Ensure Accessibility 

 
The National Building Code should be taken as a minimum standard when it comes to 
ensuring accessibility. There are two points where Pitt Meadows could improve accessibility in 
new construction. 
 
Two story commercial buildings should all have a way for those with mobility issues to access 
the second floor. The building code allows smaller multi story buildings to avoid this 
requirement. As an example the small two story building in Osprey Village does not have any 
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1.  
way for people in wheelchairs to access the second floor. 
 
Doorways in commercial buildings should provide a minimum of 32” (preferably 34”) from the 
face of the door to the opposite door frame. In addition, they should have push button door 
openers to ease access. As an example, my wheelchair cannot get through the doors at the 
McDonalds restaurant in Pitt Meadows. In many of the other commercial facilities without 
automatic door openers it can be extremely difficult to open the door and get through it. 
 
 

f) Improve Bylaw Enforcement Involving Accessibility 
 

 
Blocking of sidewalks is a major problem in the 
community, While it may not be an issue for 
ambulatory people, a blocked sidewalk is a barrier to 
those in wheelchairs. As a result, the must find a way 
onto the roadway, which can be dangerous. 
 
For example, the small cul-de-sac on the east side of 
Park Road, just south of the Lougheed Highway 
regularly has the sidewalk blocked by cars.  
 
As there are no curb letdowns at either end of the 
cul-de-sac, this means a wheelchair user must 
backtrack to the closest curb letdown and then 
proceed in traffic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

g) Ensuring all Municipal Facilities and Parks Are Accessible 
 
 
Municipal facilities such as parks, and buildings should all be completely wheelchair accessible. 
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The photograph at left shows the eastern entrance to Harris 
Road Park at 193B Street. Wheelchairs cannot get past this 
barrier. 
 
The Heritage Community Hall\s second floor has a stair lift, 
however it is unsafe. I was stuck for almost 2 hours on this 
lift when it broke down with me halfway down after the hall 
was used for a provincial election several years ago. 
Municipal events such as fundraising parties should be 
moved to the accessible South Bonson facility, and elections 
held elsewhere until a proper lift can be installed in the 
building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
2) Improvements that are Provincial Transportation Responsibilities 

 
a) Lougheed Highway and Park Road 

 
In order for a pedestrian to activate the walk signals at this intersection they must get onto 
islands across the turn lanes from the sidewalks. These islands are not wheelchair accessible. 
As this is a provincial responsibility the City of Pitt Meadows need to actively approach the 
Ministry of Transportation to correct this situation, 

 
 
3) Improvements That Are TransLink Responsibilities 

 
a) Westcoast Express Station 

 
The sidewalk at the Westcoast Express Station does not have curb letdowns. Wheelchair 
users must either use the museum’s driveway or a poorly maintained access at the east end of 
the station. This was brought to previous Council’s attention in 2015, as well as TranLink’s. 
TransLink felt it was not a problem, and Council did not press them on the matter. 

 
The platform for wheelchair users to board the train had no protection from the elements. 
Wheelchair users must sit up there ahead of the train’s arrival so that the train staff are aware 
that they need to provide boarding assistance. 
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4) Improvements That Are Metro Vancouver Responsibilities 

 
a) Metro Vancouver Parks 

 
One of the fastest growing demographics for tourism is wheelchair travel. Pitt Meadows has a 
unique opportunity to attract wheelchair users looking for accessible hiking trails, With the 
dykes, Pitt River Regional Greenway, and Grant Narrows Park we could offer several 
kilometers of trails in a natural environment, and draw wheelchair tourism to the community 
benefiting coffee shops, restaurants, and other businesses. 
 
The Pitt River Regional Greenway is not accessible at the Osprey Village end, were trail users 
might stop for a break at one of the food service businesses, Grant Narrows Park is not 
accessible east of the boat launch because of the design of the gate. 
 
Other areas offering wheelchair accessible trails include: 

 North Vancouver = Seymour Valley Trailways 
 Cariboo Regional District – Low Mobility Trails (18 separate trails) 
 Nanaimo – Morell Sanctuary Yew Loop 
 Tofino – Shoreline Bog Trail 
 Squamish – Alice Lake Loop 
 Sechelt – Hidden Grove Take It Easy Trail 
 Kamloops – Isobel Lake Interpretive Trail 
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Making Pitt Meadows An Accessible Municipality 

Goals  And Priorities 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
I have been a paraplegic since 1990. Over the years I have been vocal about the need for improved 
accessibility for wheelchair users. I became much more vocal in 2015 when I discovered that it was 
easier to wheel my chair up the side of a mountain to Yosemite Falls in Yosemite National Park than 
it was to go around the block in my own neighborhood here in Pitt Meadows. 
 
On May 17th, 2012 Rick Hansen and I wheeled into Spirit Square as part of his 25th Anniversary 
Cross Canada an In Motion Relay. At that time, various civic, provincial, and federal representatives 
spoke of a desire to make the community accessible. Unfortunately talk and action are two very 
different things. 
 
With the election of the current Council there appears to be a renewed interest in at least starting 
towards improving the current state of accessibility. This document will lay out some immediate steps 
that need to be taken for the safety of wheelchair users. It will also look at priorities for the future, and 
ways in which Pitt Meadows can work with other funding sources to make improvements, and ways 
the City can become an advocate and a leader in seeing changes that need to be made at the 
provincial or federal level. 
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1) Improvements That Are Municipal Responsibilities 
 

a) Curb Letdowns Where None Exist 
 

A great many intersections in Pitt 
Meadows do not have curb letdowns 
making it difficult for wheelchair users 
to easily and safely cross the street. 
The grinding solution used at Benson 
Road and 115B Street is an 
acceptable and economical temporary 
measure to address this problem. 

 
For example, the entrance to the 
walkway into Somerset Park from 
Cedar Lane has no curb letdown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

b) Ensuring Curb Letdowns Are Flush To The Road Surface 
 
Curb letdowns that do not end flush with the road surface cause a significant problem to 
wheelchair users. When approaching such a letdown the wheelchair user must slow down 
significantly or stop before getting onto the sidewalk, This causes two issues. First, the 
wheelchair must break inertia and wheel uphill on the curb letdown adding to the difficulty of 
the crossing. Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, drivers waiting to go around the corner 
may not be prepared for the wheelchair user to stop and start moving before the wheelchair 
operator has gotten out of the way. (This has happened to me several times.) 

 
 

c) Repairing Uneven Sidewalks 
 

Many sidewalks in Pitt Meadows are in need of repair. Cracks and heaving cause 
significant problems for wheelchair users. The south side of Park Road, particularly 
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between 193rd Street and Bonson Road, is in especially bad repair. Heaving caused by tree 
roots has made this stretch of sidewalk extremely challenging. Some mitigation has been 
attempted by grinding the sidewalks, but it has not been done is such a way as to ease the 
transit over the bump. More grinding, or the addition of more cement to smooth out the way 
over the heaved section would be an acceptable and economical solution. 
 
 

 
d)  Establishing Minimum Standards For Accessible Parking Spaces In Parking Lots at 

Commercial and Buildings 
 

Starting Dec. 10 of 2018 the province removed the requirement for accessible 
parking at residential and commercial buildings from the 2018 building code and 
shifted the responsibility to municipalities. 

The Ministry of Housing says the switch will improve accessibility, particularly 
at retail stores and condo and apartment buildings, by allowing local 
governments to set their own standards. Therefore, Pitt Meadows has the 
opportunity to apply sensible regulations to parking within the municipality. 

 

Recommended Number Of Accessible Parking Stalls In 
Parking Lots In Pitt Meadows 

Total 
Number of 

Parking 
Stalls 

Commercial/ 
Industrial 

Parking Lots 

Parking Lots 
at Medical 
Clinics and 

Related 
Services 

Municipal 
Facilities 

(Parks/Sports 
Facilities/ 

Community 
Centres 

<10 1 1 1 
11-25 2 3 2 
26=50 3 4 4 

50=100 4 6 6 
100+ 6-10 6=10 6=10 

    
 

 
e) Establish Municipal Building Codes To Ensure Accessibility 

 
The National Building Code should be taken as a minimum standard when it comes to 
ensuring accessibility. There are two points where Pitt Meadows could improve accessibility in 
new construction. 
 
Two story commercial buildings should all have a way for those with mobility issues to access 
the second floor. The building code allows smaller multi story buildings to avoid this 
requirement. As an example the small two story building in Osprey Village does not have any 
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way for people in wheelchairs to access the second floor. 
 
Doorways in commercial buildings should provide a minimum of 32” (preferably 34”) from the 
face of the door to the opposite door frame. In addition, they should have push button door 
openers to ease access. As an example, my wheelchair cannot get through the doors at the 
McDonalds restaurant in Pitt Meadows. In many of the other commercial facilities without 
automatic door openers it can be extremely difficult to open the door and get through it. 
 
 

f) Improve Bylaw Enforcement Involving Accessibility 
 

 
Blocking of sidewalks is a major problem in the 
community, While it may not be an issue for 
ambulatory people, a blocked sidewalk is a barrier to 
those in wheelchairs. As a result, the must find a way 
onto the roadway, which can be dangerous. 
 
For example, the small cul-de-sac on the east side of 
Park Road, just south of the Lougheed Highway 
regularly has the sidewalk blocked by cars.  
 
As there are no curb letdowns at either end of the 
cul-de-sac, this means a wheelchair user must 
backtrack to the closest curb letdown and then 
proceed in traffic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

g) Ensuring all Municipal Facilities and Parks Are Accessible 
 
 
Municipal facilities such as parks, and buildings should all be completely wheelchair accessible. 
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The photograph at left shows the eastern entrance to Harris 
Road Park at 193B Street. Wheelchairs cannot get past this 
barrier. 
 
The Heritage Community Hall\s second floor has a stair lift, 
however it is unsafe. I was stuck for almost 2 hours on this 
lift when it broke down with me halfway down after the hall 
was used for a provincial election several years ago. 
Municipal events such as fundraising parties should be 
moved to the accessible South Bonson facility, and elections 
held elsewhere until a proper lift can be installed in the 
building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
2) Improvements that are Provincial Transportation Responsibilities 

 
a) Lougheed Highway and Park Road 

 
In order for a pedestrian to activate the walk signals at this intersection they must get onto 
islands across the turn lanes from the sidewalks. These islands are not wheelchair accessible. 
As this is a provincial responsibility the City of Pitt Meadows need to actively approach the 
Ministry of Transportation to correct this situation, 

 
 
3) Improvements That Are TransLink Responsibilities 

 
a) Westcoast Express Station 

 
The sidewalk at the Westcoast Express Station does not have curb letdowns. Wheelchair 
users must either use the museum’s driveway or a poorly maintained access at the east end of 
the station. This was brought to previous Council’s attention in 2015, as well as TranLink’s. 
TransLink felt it was not a problem, and Council did not press them on the matter. 

 
The platform for wheelchair users to board the train had no protection from the elements. 
Wheelchair users must sit up there ahead of the train’s arrival so that the train staff are aware 
that they need to provide boarding assistance. 
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4) Improvements That Are Metro Vancouver Responsibilities 

 
a) Metro Vancouver Parks 

 
One of the fastest growing demographics for tourism is wheelchair travel. Pitt Meadows has a 
unique opportunity to attract wheelchair users looking for accessible hiking trails, With the 
dykes, Pitt River Regional Greenway, and Grant Narrows Park we could offer several 
kilometers of trails in a natural environment, and draw wheelchair tourism to the community 
benefiting coffee shops, restaurants, and other businesses. 
 
The Pitt River Regional Greenway is not accessible at the Osprey Village end, were trail users 
might stop for a break at one of the food service businesses, Grant Narrows Park is not 
accessible east of the boat launch because of the design of the gate. 
 
Other areas offering wheelchair accessible trails include: 

 North Vancouver = Seymour Valley Trailways 
 Cariboo Regional District – Low Mobility Trails (18 separate trails) 
 Nanaimo – Morell Sanctuary Yew Loop 
 Tofino – Shoreline Bog Trail 
 Squamish – Alice Lake Loop 
 Sechelt – Hidden Grove Take It Easy Trail 
 Kamloops – Isobel Lake Interpretive Trail 
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