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Working Towards Enhanced Safety & Accessibility

Harris Road Underpass

Pitt Meadows Road and Rail Improvements Project

The Harris Road crossing has been a concern among residents and discussed by City staff and councils since the 1970s.
If approved by Council, the Pitt Meadows Road and Rail Improvements Project will eliminate the at-grade crossing at
Harris Road by building a four-lane underpass and a shared multi-use path to accommodate various modes of active
transportation. This will reduce vehicle emissions and congestion while improving safety, commuting times and

emergency response for police, fire and ambulance services.

“The City of Pitt Meadows is working with the Vancouver Fraser Port Authority (port authority) and CP to reduce
at-grade rail crossings, which will improve safety and community access by creating more reliable travel times and
better emergency response options. Council is committed to appropriate noise and vibration mitigation related to
the Road and Rail Improvements Project and to advocate for additional mitigation of existing noise and vibration
exceedances, while minimizing construction impacts to businesses and preserving heritage.”

Pitt Meadows Mayor
Bill Dingwall

History and Timeline

1970

Grade separation at Harris Road discussed.

2005

e City hosts a Transportation Town Hall.
Concerns expressed about the length
of the trains and delay of crossings
impeding emergency vehicles.
Suggestions made for a vehicle
under/overpass on Harris Road.

e City commissions R. F. Binnie to
complete a feasibility study for grade
separation at Harris Road.

2015

e Transportation Town Hall with safety
concerns at rail crossings and grade
separations and opportunities for
improvements explored.

e Greater Vancouver Gateway Council
presented to Council including possible
project at Harris Road rail crossing to
mitigate the impacts of growing trade
on the community.

2017

® The Greater Vancouver Gateway Council
submits the Pitt Meadows Road and Rail
Improvements Project for funding to the
National Trade Corridors Fund.

e The connector at Allen Way-McTavish
was deemed not feasible due to
technical challenges, lack of funding
commitments and because it would fail
to address project needs.

Summer 2019

Pitt Meadows Road and Rail Improvements
Project (non-binding) Memorandum of
Understanding signed between CP, the
port authority and the City.

Summer 2020

Phase Two: Kennedy Road Overpass
public engagement.

Next steps

Fall 2021 - Engagement on Harris Road
underpass design and update on
heritage buildings
Summer 2022 - Final design and
engagement
2022 - City Council decision to proceed
to construction
2023 - Construction anticipated to begin
2025 - Construction anticipated to

be completed

1980

Underpass at Harris Road becomes topic
of discussion amidst new Fire Hall
construction to improve emergency
response times.

2014

e Vancouver Fraser Port Authority
presents to Council regarding
long-term planning for the movement
of goods through Pitt Meadows.

e Transportation Town Hall Meeting
held to discuss rail track crossing issues.

2016

e City staff present information related
to the feasibility of an underpass for
railroad tracks at Harris Road.

e City staff directed by Council to
include a rail grade obstruction
analysis for Harris Road and
Kennedy Road.

2018

e City Council's Statement of Principles
and Interests, which serves to guide
future transportation related
improvements released.

e Government of Canada, Vancouver
Fraser Port Authority and CP provide
$141 million in funding to design and
build an underpass at Harris Road,
overpass at Kennedy Road and
additional track infrastructure.

e Transportation Infrastructure Open

House includes proposed railway
infrastructure and road improvements.

Fall 2019

Phase One: Pitt Meadows Road and Rail
Improvements Project public engagement.

Spring 2021
e Kennedy Road overpass paused.

e Harris Road underpass planning and
engagement moving forward as priority.

e Update on the noise and vibration
study and track configuration provided
to the public with series of information
sessions.

Stats and Facts

Public engagement

Years in discussion Council presentations since 2014 Media releases since 2018 opportunities since 2005

Key topics of discussion:
Enhancing safety @ Preservation of trees

Improving emergency access and response times

@ Environment and health

Enhanced cycling and pedestrian connections

Project costs Business continuity during construction

Noise & vibration mitigation

Relocation of heritage buildings

DIOIGIOIC)

Learn more at pittmeadows.ca/roadandrail.
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