PITT MEADOWS
CITY OF
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Staff Report to Council
Community Development

FILE: 09-3900-02/17
DATE: March 19, 2018

Date of Meeting - March 27,2018

TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Lisa Grant, Manager of Community Development

SUBJECT: Pitt Meadows Gun Club and Shooting Range Regulation Options

RECOMMENDATION(S): THAT Council:
1. Receive the report from the Manager of Community Development entitled "Pitt Meadows Gun

Club and Shooting Range Regulation Options"; AND
2. Proceed with Option A (Permit the PMGC to resume operation subject to conditions and
previously proposed bylaw amendments) as identified in the Alternatives section of this report
and including granting first, second and third readings to: the Discharge of Firearms Bylaw
Amendment Bylaw No. 2783, 2017; Noise Control Bylaw Amendment Bylaw No. 2784, 2017;
and, Bylaw Enforcement Notice Bylaw Amendment Bylaw No. 2785, 2017:; OR
3. Proceed with Option B (Permit the PMGC to resume operations while alternative options are
considered) as identified in the Alternatives section of this report;
4. Proceed with Option C (Do not permit the PMGC to resume operations subject to conditions) as

identified in the Alternatives section of this report; OR
5. Proceed with Option D (Do not permit the PMGC to resume operations at this time) as identified
in the Alternatives section of this report; OR
6. Other.

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION:

Q
r^h^

PURPOSE
This report is intended to provide Council with options to address the operation of the Pitt Meadows Gun
Club and related amendments to City bylaws pertaining to outdoor shooting ranges.
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DISCUSSION
Background:
Since the late spring of 2017, several concerns have been raised by neighbouring residents regarding the

operation and potential off-site impacts of the Pitt Meadows Gun Club (PMGC) shooting range, located at
17428 129th Ave. Issues identified are concerns with public safety, excessive noise, and the potential for
lead shot used at the range to leach into water supplies. This has been well documented in correspondence
sent directly to Council and in the media. Around this time, the City became aware that pursuant to Pitt
Meadows Discharge of Firearms Regulation Bylaw No. 647,1975, the City may have a duty to issue permits
for the operation of shooting ranges. Historically, the City had not issued permits for such a use and does
not currently have a process in place to do so.
The PMGC's range operating licence has been suspended by the RCMP pending City approval to operate.
The City's other outdoor shooting range, Thompson Mountain Sportsmen Association (TMSA), located at
21791Ladner Rd,has been granted temporary relief from municipal approval requirements as no
outstanding concerns have been associated with that site. The TMSA continues to operate while the City
reviews the permitting process.
At the December 5, 2017 Regular Council Meeting, City staff presented proposed amendments to the
Discharge of Firearms Bylaw 647, 1975, and the Noise Control Bylaw 2138, 2004, as outlined in the Report
to Council dated December 5, 2017, included as Attachment A. At the meeting, Council directed staff to
conduct noise testing and conduct a public information session open house regarding the proposed bylaw
amendments, prior to consideration.

Noise testing was conducted at the PMGC by BKL Consultants on January 24, 2018. BKL provided the City
with a report summarizing the results (Attachment B). Following the receipt of the noise testing results,

City staff held a public information meeting open house at the Pitt Meadows Heritage Hall, on March 5,
2018. At the event, staff presented the test results and the proposed bylaw amendments, and compiled
feedback from attendees. Feedback from the open house was presented to Council at the March 20,2018
regular meeting (report included as Attachment C).

In order to build on feedback received from the March 5, 2017 open house. City Council will be facilitating a
meeting between the PMGC directors and residents of the surrounding area, as part of the March 27, 2018
Council-in-Committee meeting. Invitations to this meeting were sent out to owners and occupants of the

85 properties within 488 m (1600 ft) of the PMGC site.
Jurisdiction Overview
Federal Government Authority - Public Safety
The RCMP issues licences for the operation of shooting ranges pursuant to the Firearms Act and the
Shooting Clubs and Shooting Ranges Regulations. This approval process addresses aspects of safety and the
discharge of weapons including layout of the range, the type of firearms used, and public safety measures.
Shooting ranges must undergo an inspection and receive approval from the RCMP Firearms Officer prior to
operation.

Provincial Government Authority - Environmental Protection and Contamination
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The provincial Ministry of Environment is responsible for regulating environmental protection and
contaminated sites through the Environmental Management Act and the Contaminated Sites Regulation.
The primary environmental concern relating to the shooting ranges is the use of lead shot and its potential
for contamination of water and soil on and around the property.
Municipal Government Authority
In relation to shooting ranges, the City has jurisdiction over land use, noise control, and some aspects of the
discharge of firearms. The City can also regulate businesses through business licensing.
City Actions Taken to Date

• The City suspended its approval of the RCMP shooting range licence for the PMGC pending a
review of the City firearms permitting process and to address other concerns expressed by
residents
• In response to lead contamination concerns, the City submitted a Report All Poachers and Polluters

(RAPP) report to the Ministry of Environment in June of 2017 in order to bring any potential issue
to the Province's attention
o The City has encouraged the PMGC to undertake environmental monitoring of the site
• The City has encouraged the PMGC to undertake measures to mitigate excessive noise from the
range
• The City has continued to engage with the Ministry of Environment Environmental Protection
Division on the matter

• City Bylaw Officers conducted noise readings at the site in the Summer of 2017
« Staff proposed amendments to the Noise Control Bylaw that would limit shooting hours at the
PMGC to traditional operating hours, while providing flexibility for special events
• Staff proposed amendments to the Discharge of Firearms Bylaw that would clarify the City's role in
the regulation of shooting ranges by removing the requirement for a municipal firearms permit
• The City hired a consultant to obtain further noise measurement data in January 2018

• Staff attended a site inspection of the PMGC range with the RCMP Firearms Officer
• The City created a web page dedicated to providing information and resources on the issue
• The City held an information session open house to present the proposed bylaw amendments and
the noise testing results, and invited the RCMP Firearms Officer, an acoustic engineer from BKL
Consultants, and PMGC Environmental Committee representatives to answer questions
• The City is facilitating a workshop to encourage dialogue between the PMGC and area residents at
an upcoming Council-in-Committee meeting
Relevant Policy, Bylaw or Legislation:
Discharge of Firearms Bylaw 647, 1975; Noise Control Bylaw 2138, 2004, Business Licensing and Regulation

Bylaw 2643, 2014
ANALYSIS:
Further Bylaw Amendments for Consideration
Business Licensing
The City's Business Licensing and Regulation Bylaw contains a provision for requiring a business licence for
non-profit societies. Under this bylaw, community groups and non-profit societies must apply for a licence
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to operate, although no fee is required. Both the PMGC and the TMSA are registered non-profit societies
and may be requested to submit a business licence application to the City going forward.
Through amendments to the Business Licensing and Regulation Bylaw, the City could potentially use the
licensing process to ensure that shooting ranges meet certain criteria including proof of a current and valid
RCMP range licence prior to issuance. The bylaw could potentially be amended to reasonably restrict hours
of operation of shooting ranges, specifically in the vicinity of residential properties. Failure to comply with
the terms of the bylaw could result in suspension or cancellation of the business licence. Any amendments

to the Business Licensing Bylaw would need to take into consideration providing flexibility for special
events and minimizing impact on the TMSA range.
Noise Level Maximums
No amendments to the Noise Control Bylaw relating to noise maximums are proposed by staff at this time.
A previous report entitled "Proposed Bylaw Amendments Regarding Shooting Ranges" presented to Council

at the December 5, 2017 meeting, noted that the Capital Regional District (Salt Spring Island) had adopted
impulse criteria in the District's Noise Bylaw. Upon further research, the District considered a bylaw that
would have imposed a maximum impulse decibel level for the noise from firearms, but the amendment
was ultimately not adopted due to an overall lack of support from the community and conflict with an
ongoing court case between the parties. In a report to the CRD board, District staff noted that enforcement

of the proposed bylaw could potentially be difficult and would require significant costs for new equipment
and bylaw officer training, or ongoing consulting fees. Should Council wish to pursue a noise maximum for
firearms, these matters would need to be taken into consideration. Further noise mitigation measures is a
matter that may be appropriate for discussion at the March 27, 2018 Council-in-Committee meeting.

ALTERNATIVES:
Going forward, a number of directions could be taken by Council. Council may wish to proceed with one of
the options presented below, or subject to matters arising from the scheduled Council-in-Committee on
March 27, 2018, may opt to take a different approach.
Option A - Permit the PMGC to resume operation subject to conditions and previously proposed bylaw
amendments

A. Direct staff to provide the RCMP Firearms Officer with the City's consent to allow the PMGC to
resume operation subject to RCMP range inspection and approval; AND

B. Grant First, Second & Third Readings to City of Pitt Meadows Discharge of Firearms Bylaw
Amendment Bylaw No. 2783, 2017; AND
C. Grant First, Second & Third Readings to City of Pitt Meadows Noise Control Bylaw Amendment

Bylaw No. 2784, 2017; AND
D. Grant First, Second & Third Readings to City of Pitt Meadows Bylaw Enforcement Notice Bylaw

Amendment Bylaw No. 2785, 2017; AND
E. Direct staff to prepare amendments to the Business Licensing and Regulation Bylaw in relation to
shooting ranges, and report back to Council with proposed amendments; AND
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F. Direct staff to request that a business license application be submitted by the Pitt Meadows Gun
Club within 30 days of adoption of amendments to the Business Licensing and Regulation Bylaw
relating to shooting ranges, or upon no further consideration of amendments; AND
G. Refer matters concerning safety or environment to appropriate jurisdictions as received, through
the City's Bylaw Enforcement Department as directed by Policy 014.
This option would allow the PMGC to resume operations subject to restricted hours outlined within the
proposed Noise Control Bylaw amendment, and fines could be issued for shooting that takes place outside
of the allotted hours. The hours within the proposed amendment have been updated to better reflect
traditional operating hours. Flexibility for special events could be granted through a noise abeyance request
to the City.
The requirement for a permit for shooting ranges would be removed entirely from the Discharge of
Firearms Bylaw, and an exception to the spatial restrictions for firearms discharge would be provided for
RCMP-approved shooting ranges. Proposed Discharge of Firearms Amendment Bylaw No. 2783 and
proposed Noise Control Amendment Bylaw No. 2784 are included as Attachments D and E. The Bylaw
Notice Enforcement Bylaw would also need to be amended to add a ticketing provision for the proposed
new section of the Noise Control Bylaw. The fee would be in line with other tickets issued under the Noise
Control Bylaw. The proposed Bylaw Notice Enforcement Amendment Bylaw No. 2785, 2017 is included as
Attachment F.
Staff would report back to Council with proposed amendments to the Business Licensing Bylaw that would
establish basic criteria for the operation of shooting ranges. An application for a business licence would
need to be submitted by the PMGC once amendments were made to the bylaw and the application would
be subject to these amendments.
Option B - Permit the PMGC to resume operations while alternative options are considered
A. Direct staff to provide the RCMP Firearms Officer with the City's consent to allow the PMGC to
resume operation subject to RCMP range inspection and approval; AND
B. Waive the provisions of the Discharge of Firearms Bylaw 647, 1975 relating to the permitting of
shooting ranges pending further review; AND
C. Direct staff to not proceed with bylaw amendments at this time.
This would allow the PMGC range to resume regular operations while alternative options are considered by
Council, similar to the approach taken with the TMSA range to date. Any future bylaw amendments could
be applied to the range once adopted.
Staff would request that the Pitt Meadows Gun Club submit a business licence application for the range.
The application would be assessed and issued under current Business Licensing and Regulation Bylaw
provisions.

Option C - Do not permit the PMGC to resume operations at this time subject to conditions
A. Direct staff to continue to withhold City consent for the RCMP range approval for the Pitt Meadows
Gun Club subject to conditions being met including, but not limited to, implementation of noise
mitigation measures.
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Option D - Do not permit the PMGC to resume operations at this time
A. Direct Staff to not proceed with bylaw amendments at this time; AND
B. Direct staff to continue to withhold City consent for RCMP range approval for the Pitt Meadows
Gun Club.
Option E - Other - Council may put forward an alternative motion
Council may wish to proceed with this option subject to matters arising from the Council-in-Committee
meeting scheduled for March 27, 2018.

COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT
D Corporate Excellence D Economic Prosperity D Community Livability
D Transportation & Infrastructure |X] Not Applicable

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
|X| None D Budget Previously Approved
D Other D Referral to Business Planning

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
D Inform S Consult IX] Involve D Collaborate D Empower
Comment(s): A facilitated meeting as part of the March 27 Council-in-Committee meeting will encourage
discussion between the PMGC, neighbouring residents, and City Council.

KATZIE FIRST NATION CONSIDERATIONS
Referral D Yes [X| No

SIGN-OFFS
Written by: Reviewed by:
Mike Bandy, Development Services Technician Lisa Grant, Manager of Community Development

148253vl

-123-

PITT MEADOWS
ATTACHMENT(S):
A) Council Report dated December 5, 2017 entitled "Proposed Bylaw Amendments Regarding
Shooting Ranges"

B) Noise Testing Report by BKL Consultants
C) Council Report dated March 20, 2018 entitled "Shooting Range Regulation Information Session
Feedback"
D) Draft Discharge of Firearms Amendment Bylaw No. 2783
E) Draft Noise Control Amendment Bylaw No. 2784

F) Draft Bylaw Notice Enforcement Amendment Bylaw No. 2785, 2017
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ATTACHMENT A
PUT MEADOWS

REPORT

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL DECISION

DATE: December 5,2017 FILE: 09-3900-02/17
FROM: Community Services Department
SUBJECT: Proposed Bylaw Amendments to Discharge of Firearms Bylaw 647, 1975, and Noise
Control Bylaw 2138, 2003 in Relation to Shooting Ranges.

RECOMMENDATION: THAT Council:
A. Grant First, Second & Third Readings to City of Pitt Meadows Discharge of Firearms Bylaw
Amendment Bylaw No. 2783, 2017; AND
B. Grant First, Second & Third Readings to City of Pitt Meadows Noise Control Bylaw Amendment

Bylaw No. 2784, 2017; AND
C. Grant First, Second & Third Readings to City of Pitt Meadows Bylaw Enforcement Notice Bylaw
Amendment Bylaw No. 2785, 2017; AND
D. Direct staff to report back to Council regarding further proposed amendments to Noise Control
Bylaw 2138, 2003, in relation to outdoor shooting ranges; OR
E. Other.

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION:

^4^
~7

BACKGROUND
KEY ISSUE(S)/CONCEPT(S): Since the late spring of 2017, several concerns have been raised by
neighbouring residents regarding the operation and potential off-site impacts of the Pitt Meadows Gun
Club (PMGC) range, located at 17428 129 Ave. Issues identified are concerns with safety, excessive
noise, and the potential for lead shot used at the range to leach into water supplies. This has been well
documented in correspondence sent directly to Council and in the media.
Around this time, the City became aware that pursuant to Pitt Meadows Discharge of Firearms
Regulation Bylaw No. 647,1975, the City may have a duty to issue permits for the operation of shooting
ranges. Historically, the City had not issued permits for such a use and does not currently have a process
in place to do so.
The PMGC's operation has been temporarily suspended pending a review of these issues and a decision
regarding what level of involvement the City would like to have with shooting ranges. The City's other
outdoor shooting range, Thompson Mountain Sportsmen Association (TMSA), located at 21791Ladner
Rd, has been granted temporary relief from municipal approval requirements as no outstanding
concerns have been associated with that site. The TMSA continues to operate while the City reviews the
permitting process.
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Staff has been researching the City's responsibilities in this matter and has sought legal advice to

determine what steps can be taken by the City going forward. The purpose of this report is to clarify the
role of the City in regulating shooting ranges, and to propose bylaw amendments that help address
identified issues related to the operation of the PMGC.

Levels of Jurisdiction
Shooting ranges are regulated under all three levels of government-federal, provincial and municipal.
Each level of government regulates a different aspect of shooting ranges. When multiple levels of
government are involved in the regulation of an activity, there is a hierarchy of authority. The federal
government has authority and municipalities cannot place regulations or restrictions greater than what
the federal government allows. In relation to provincial authority, the Province dictates what matters
local governments can regulate. Due to this framework, the ability of a local government is hampered in
some aspects of addressing issues with shooting ranges, without any authority to address the issue.
In the case of shooting ranges, the primary powers of a municipality include regulating land use, noise,
and some aspects of the use of firearms. All other aspects, including environment, are under the
authority of the Province, Legal advice obtained by the City confirms that a municipality is under no
obligation to issue permits for discharge of firearms, but may wish to if it is deemed beneficial. If a
municipality wishes to regulate aspects related to the environment when issuing a permit, the
municipality must receive permission from the Province to do so. By doing this, the municipality may be
taking on additional, potentially unnecessary liability.
Federal Government Authority - Public Safety
The Federal Government issues permits for the operation of shooting ranges pursuant to the Firearms
Act and the Shooting Clubs and Shooting Ranges Regulations. This approval process addresses aspects of
safety and the discharge of weapons including layout of the range, the type of firearms used, and public
safety measures. Shooting ranges must undergo an inspection and receive approval from the RCMP's
Provincial Firearms Officer prior to operation.

Earlier this year, safety issues related to the layout of the PMGC range were identified by the RCM P. The
PMGC has since implemented the requests of the RCMPto address the safety concerns and bring the
operation into compliance with federal guidelines. Federal approval of the PMGC range is currently

being held pending approval from the City.
Provincial Government Authority - Contamination
The provincial Ministry of Environment is responsible for regulating contaminated sites through the
Environmental Management Act and the Contaminated Sites Regulation, The primary environmental
concern relating to the shooting ranges is the use of lead shot and its potential for contamination of
water and soil on and around the property. Lead contamination of shooting range sites can be a
significant issue for shooting clubs as seen in recent cases in which the Province has been involved in

Burnaby and Salt Spring Island. The City has been in contact with the Ministry of Environment regarding
potential contamination of the PMGC site. To date, the Province has not indicated what level of
involvement they will have with the site. If it is deemed that the Contaminated Sites Regulation would
apply to the PMGC site, the Province may require the Club to undertake measures such as a Site
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Investigation to determine the extent of any potential contamination. Staff will continue to be in close
contact with the Province regarding the matter.
In order to demonstrate the Club's due diligence in response to potential contamination concerns, the
PMGC has formed an environmental committee comprised of Club members with substantial
environmental science expertise. The Club undertook water sampling at multiple points surrounding the
site in November 2017 to establish if the lead shot is leaching contaminants off-site. These preliminary
tests showed that traces of lead within the samples taken were within acceptable levels, indicating that
the lead shot deposited on the PMGC grounds has not contributed to a substantial increase of lead in
the surrounding surface waters. The Club maintains that the thick layer of vegetation in the shotfall zone
protects the shot from weathering, and minimizes the potential for the shot to breakdown and leach
into the soil or water sources.
The Committee has developed a plan for environmental monitoring and contamination mitigation on
site, specifically relating to the use of lead shot. The plan is based on a best practices document
produced by the British Columbia Wildlife Federation for lead management for shooting ranges, As
outlined in the plan, the Club proposes to continue to monitor environmental conditions of the site
including pH levels of soil and surface water, and levels of lead within surface water. In accordance with
best practices, a number of mitigation measures are proposed including spreading lime and phosphate
to maintain appropriate soil conditions as necessary.
Municipal Regulation of Shooting Ranges
Zoning and Land Use
Operation of a shooting range must occur on land that has appropriate zoning. The existing Pitt
Meadows Gun Club predates the City's modern land use regulations and the establishment of the
Agricultural Land Reserve. As such, the Club has certain 'grandfathered' rights and the use of the
property as a shooting range is permitted to continue as a legal non-conforming use as described in the
Local Government Act. The Thompson Mountain Sportsmen Association shooting range has a site
specific zoning provision to allow a shooting range on that property only. No other property within Pitt
Meadows currently has appropriate zoning for a shooting range, and any other proposals received
would require a rezoning process.
Discharge of Firearms Bylaw
The Community Charter gives municipalities authority to regulate use of firearms and archery
equipment. The Discharge of Firearms Bylaw No. 647, adopted by the City in 1975, regulates where
firearms can be discharged within the City, generally in relation to recreational or agricultural purposes.
The bylaw contains reference to a permit being required for certain activities including:
for the operation of a pistol, rifle, trap and/orskeet shooting range
for an organized trap or skeet shooting event not located on a shooting range permitted to
operate under this Bylaw
when the discharge of firearms is to be conducted by a person who is the holder of a valid
resident trapping licence and a resident hunting or firearms licence issued by the Province of
British Columbia who has produced written permission from the owner or the lessee of the land
upon which he proposed to operate his trap line
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To staff's knowledge, the City has never issued, nor requested, a permit for the above activities. The
bylaw contains no explanation of permit requirements, the application process, the issuing authority
(Council or staff), or any applicable fees.
The approach of other municipalities with shooting ranges to the regulation of firearms varies, but most
have little involvement in the operation of shooting ranges beyond land use approval. While all of the
municipalities surveyed have a bylaw regulating discharge of firearms, the majority do not require a
municipal permit for discharge of firearms, and only one requires a permit for the operation of a
shooting range. None of the municipalities surveyed contemplate environmental management of
shooting ranges in their bylaw. Legal guidance obtained by the City confirms that the City is under no
legislated obligation to issue permits for firearms discharge, and as noted, very few municipalities
actually do.
Survey of Firearms Bylaws in Municipalities with Shooting Ranges

Municipality

Discharge of Municipality Municipal Permit Permit Issuing
Firearms Bylaw Issues Firearms Required for Authority

Permits Shooting Range
City of Abbotsford

Yes

No

No

CityofBurnaby

Yes

No

No

City of Chilliwack

Yes

No

No

N/A
N/A
N/A

City of Coquitlam

Yes

Yes

No

General Manager of
Engineering

City of Delta

Yes

No

No

Township of

Yes

No

No

N/A
N/A

District of Mission

Yes

Yes

Yes

Corporate Officer

District of

Yes

Yes

No

Langley

Squamish

City of Surrey

District Police
Service

Yes

No

No

N/A

Proposed Amendments to Discharge of Firearms Bylaw
Staff propose amendments to the Discharge of Firearms Bylaw that would remove all reference to a
permit from the Bylaw. This would have little to no effect on the City's procedures, as this provision has
not been previously enforced. This amendment would clarify the City's role in the regulation of shooting
ranges to encompass only land use approval and noise regulation. Staff also propose to exempt shooting
ranges from the spatial restriction for firearm discharge insertion 10 of the Bylaw, as these restrictions
should not apply to a lawful land use. Discharge of Firearms Bylaw 647,1975 and proposed Discharge of
Firearms Amendment Bylaw No. 2783 are included as Attachments A and B.
Alternately, if Council wishes to maintain the regulation to issue permits for shooting ranges, a process
for application requirements and authorization would need to be established. One possibility could be
to use the firearms permit as a trigger for the applicant to supply a Site Profile to the City. A Site Profile
is a form that is forwarded to the Province in order to screen properties for potential contamination

-126-128-

#144947v2

PITT MEADOWS
from past uses. In accordance with the Environmental Management Act, the City must require a Site

Profile when issuing a permit for certain activities (including shooting ranges). Staff feel that this
approach would not necessarily be beneficial, as the Province has already been notified of the potential
for contamination at the existing PMGC site. Further, any new proposals for shooting ranges in the City
would be required to undertake a rezoning process, in which a Site Profile would already be submitted.
If Council wishes for the City to take a greater role in environmental management of shooting range
sites, the City could require further environmental management components as part of the permitting
process, including requiring a Site Profile, and potentially an Environmental Management Plan, water
sampling, or other measures. This would require additional staff resources and expertise depending on
the level of detail involved. This approach begins to overlap with provincial jurisdiction, and as such,
would require permission from the Province. Legal advice also cautioned that the City may be taking on

additional liability with this approach.
Noise Control Bylaw
In relation to discharge of firearms, the City's Noise Control Bylaw can specify a reasonable maximum
decibel level permitted to be created by an activity, and can restrict the hours of certain activities that
can cause higher than normal noise levels. A noise bylaw cannot have the effect of preventing the lawful
use of a property, and so any proposed noise level restrictions must be reasonable enough to permit the
use to continue.

In response to resident complaints of excessive noise from the PMGC range, the City attended the site
twice in June 2017 to test sound levels. Preliminary testing done by the City's Bylaw Enforcement
Officers during an event at the PMGC on June 18, 2017, showed that noise levels in the surrounding area
during operation of the range were below the City's maximum permitted decibel levels, and largely
within recommended standards for existing shooting ranges. The highest noise level recorded at the site

was 76 dBA (a-weighted decibels), while the majority of shots registered between 58 and 72 dBA
dependent on location. Ambient background noise at the locations ranged from 44 to 55 dBA. Currently,
the highest non-continual sound allowed within the 'quiet zone' as described in the City's Noise Bylaw, is
80 dBA.
It is important to note that it is recommended by RCMP best practices that noise from firearms should
be measured using a method that accurately captures the impulsive nature of the noise created. Current

City practices do not reflect this. Some municipalities including Abbotsford and the Capital Regional
District (Saltspring Island) have amended their noise bylaws to include provisions specific to impulse
noise such as those created by the discharge of firearms. It is recommended that if the PMGC is
permitted to continue to operate, that Bylaws staff to do further testing using impulse sound
measurement methods in order to establish more accurate noise readings from the PMGC range. With
this data, staff will be able to recommend amendments to the Noise Control Bylaw that reasonably
restrict noise created by shooting ranges. Staff propose to report back to Council in the near future with
further amendments to the Noise Control Bylaw regarding maximum noise limits for firearms.
Proposed Amendments to Noise Control Bylaw
In an effort to address noise concerns but to not restrict the PMGC ranges' lawful ongoing use, for the
time being staff propose to restrict noise from discharge of firearms at ranges near residential areas to
certain times of the day and week, which generally reflect current operating hours of the Club. There
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would be no shooting at the PMGC range beyond these hours, subject to municipal fines. Special events
that occur occasionally throughout the year and that must operate beyond these allotted hours could be

permitted with an application for a noise abeyance submitted to the City. This provision of the bylaw
would have no effect on the TMSA shooting range as there are no residences in their vicinity. Noise
Control Bylaw 2138, 2003, and proposed Noise Control Amendment Bylaw No. 2784 are included as
Attachments C and D. The Bylaw Notice Enforcement Bylaw would also need to be amended to add a
ticketing provision forthe proposed new section of the Noise Control Bylaw. The fee would be in line
with other tickets issued under the Noise Control Bylaw. The proposed Bylaw Notice Enforcement
Amendment Bylaw No. 2785, 2017 is included as Attachment E.

RELEVANT OBSERVATIONS:
Other Roles of the Municipality
If Council wishes for the City to play a part in the environmental management of shooting ranges, it is
likely best done so in an advocacy role. The most obvious action is to encourage the Province to adopt
some form of proactive approach to environmental management of shooting ranges. This could
potentially be in the form of best management practices guidelines similar to those of the US
Environmental Protection Agency. This is an issue that could be brought to the table by the City at the
2018 UBCM conference,

RELEVANT POLICY: Zoning Bylaw2505, 2011; Discharge of Firearms Bylaw 647, 1975; Noise Bylaw 2138,

2004
STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT: Community Livability - Provide and encourage a community conducive to safe,

healthy living
DESIRED OUTCOME: Adoption of amendments to the Discharge of Firearms Bylaw that will remove the
City permitting requirement for firearms discharge, and amendments to the Noise Control Bylaw that

will specifically apply to shooting ranges. The City would regulate shooting ranges purely through land
use approval and noise bylaw regulations, and would act as an advocate for a proactive approach to
environmental management of shooting ranges at the provincial level.

RESPONSE OPTIONS: If the proposed bylaw amendments are adopted, the PMGC would be able to
continue to operate during established hours assuming federal approvals are in place. The TMSA range
would not be impacted.

IMPLICATIONS OF RECOMMENDATION
ORGANIZATIONAL: None identified.
FINANCIAL: None identified.
IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION: If third reading of the bylaws is granted, the bylaws will come
back to Council for adoption at a future meeting.

KATZIE FIRST NATION CONSIDERATIONS: None identified.
OTHER: None identified.
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Prepared by: M. Bandy, Development Services Technician
Reviewed by: L.Grant, Manager of Community Development
Submitted by: K. Zanon, Director of Community Services
Approved by: M. Roberts, CAP

ATTACHMENTS):
A. Discharge of Firearms Bylaw 647,1975
B. Draft Discharge of Firearms Bylaw Amendment Bylaw No. 2783, 2017
C. Noise Control Bylaw 2138, 2003
D. Draft Noise Control Bylaw Amendment Bylaw No. 2784, 2017
E. Draft Bylaw Notice Enforcement Bylaw Amendment Bylaw No. 2785, 2017
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ATTACHMENT A

DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS BYLAW
Bylaw No. 647 and amendments thereto
CONSOLIDATED FOR CONVENIENCE ONLY

This is a consolidation of the bylaws listed below. The amending bylaws have been
consolidated with the original bylaw for convenience only.

Certified copies of the original bylaw should be consulted for all interpretations and
applications of the bylaws on this subject.

BYLAWNP. ADOPTED
647 May 28,1975
907 August 17, 1982
1086 March 4,1986

2032 April 3, 2001
2616 July 16, 2013
The bylaw numbers in bold at the end of the clause refer to the bylaws that amended
the principal bylaw.
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DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS BYLAW
Consolidated Copy - Bylaw No. 647, and amendments
A Bylaw to Regulate the Discharge of Firearms.

The Municipal Council of The Corporation of the District of Pitt Meadows, in open meeting

assembled, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:
1. This Bylaw may be cited as the "Pitt Meadows Dischame of Firearms Regulation Bylaw No.
647,1975".
2. For the purposes of this Bylaw the word "Firearms" means a rifle, pistol, or shotgun and includes
airguns, air rifles, air pistols and spring guns, but does not include weapons used for the
discharge of blank ammunition in connection with an athletic or sporting event.
3. "Public Highway" means highway as defined in the Municipal Act.
4. The provisions of this Bylaw shall not apply to Peace Officers required to use firearms in the line
of duty.
5. No person shall discharge a firearm within the limits of the Municipality in those areas shown as
"closed to discharge of firearms: on Schedule "A" attached hereto and as hereinafter provided.
6. No person shall discharge a firearm utilizing a single projectile within the Municipality except as
specifically provided under Section 7(c) and Section 8 hereto.
7. A permit to allow the discharge of firearms within the Municipality shall be required:
(a) for the operation of a pistol, rifle, trap and/or skeet shooting range, and
(b) for an organized trap or skeet shooting event not located on a shooting range permitted
to operate under this Bylaw, and
(c) when the discharge of firearms is to be conducted by a person who is the holder of a
valid resident trapping licence and a resident hunting or firearms licence issued by the
Province of British Columbia who has produced written permission from the owner or the
lessee of the land upon which he proposed to operate his trap line.
A permit for the discharge of firearms may be issued providing the applicant is covered by an
existing public liability and property damage insurance policy in the minimum amount of
$100,000.00 validated for the duration of the permit.
8. Notwithstanding Section 5, 6, and 7 hereof, but subject to (Bylaw No. 907) the Migratory Birds
Convention Act, the Wildlife Act and regulations thereto, a person may discharge a firearm within
the Municipality without first obtaining a permit therefor when:
(a) he is engaged in a farm operation and the firearm is discharged for the purpose of
protecting his crops or livestock from birds or animals, or
(b) he is engaged in the humane destruction or slaughter of domestic livestock, or
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Consolidated Copy - Bylaw No. 647 and amendments Page 2

(c) he is engaged in a commercial slaughterhouse operation, or
(d) he is engaged in shooting on pistol, rifle, trap or skeet shooting range duly authorized by
a permit pursuant to Section 7 of this Bylaw,
(e) he is engaged in shooting an air gun, air pistol, air rifle or spring gun on property owned
or occupied by the person performing the shooting or by his parents or guardians and
provided the shooting is conducted on property not designated "Closed to the Discharge
of Firearms: on Schedule "A" attached hereto.
9. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 7 hereof, a person may, outside those portions of the
Municipality shown as "closed to discharge of firearms" on Schedule "A" which said schedule is
hereto annexed and made part of this Bylaw, during that period of each year when the hunting of
wildlife may be carried out in accordance with the laws of the Province of British Columbia and as
required by the laws of the said Province and of Canada for the hunting and killing of such wildlife,
discharge firearms therein without the necessity of obtaining a permit therefor pursuant to this
Bylaw.

10. Notwithstanding any provisions of this Bylaw, no person shall discharge, within the limits of the
Municipality, any firearm on or across any public highway or within 150 yards of any public
highway, school building, school yard, public park, playground, church, workshop, place of
business, dwelling house, farm building or other place where persons may be assembled or
engaged In work of any kind.
11. Every person who violates any of the provisions of this Bylaw, or who suffers or permits any act or
the provisions of this Bylaw, who neglects to do or refrains from doing anything required to be
done by any of the provisions of this Bylaw, or who does by any of the provisions of this Bylaw, or
who does any act which violates any of the provisions of this Bylaw, shall be guilty of an infraction
thereof and upon summary conviction therefor shall be liable to a fine and penalty not exceeding
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or in default, payment thereof or in the alternative to
imprisonment for a period of time not exceeding sixty (60) days.
12. The following Bylaws are hereby repealed:
(a) Pitt Meadows Firearms Bylaw No.490,1970.
(b) Pitt Meadows Firearms (Rifles) Bylaw No. 289, 1953.
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SCHEDULE "A"

(Bylaw No. 2616)
Discharge of Firearms In Pltt Meadows
^ 50^1,0_ 2.000 3,000 4,000 „„„ u,onlod:2013/OBa7 -^.

No person shall discharge a firearm

Discharge of Firearms Prohibiled by other agencies and institutions
I-:: : :| Discharge of firearms permitted with land owner's permission,
No discharge of firearms toward shore

CLl^.1 use of Flrearms Psrmilled
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ATTACHMENT B
CITY OF PITT MEADOWS

DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS BYLAW AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 2783, 2017
A Bylaw to amend sections of Discharge of Firearms Bylaw No.647,1975.

WHEREAS, it is deemed expedient to amend City of Pitt Meadows Discharge of
Firearms Bylaw No. 647, 1975;
NOW THEREFOR, the Council of the City of Pitt Meadows in open meeting assembled,
enacts as follows:

1. This Bylaw may be cited as the "City of Pitt Meadows Discharge of Firearms
Bylaw Amendment Bylaw No. 2783. 2017
2. Section 6 is amended as follows:
By deleting the words "Section 7(c) and"
3. Section 7 is deleted in its entirety and subsequent sections are renumbered
accordingly
4. Section 7 (formerly Section 8) is amended as follows:
By deleting the words "Section 5, 6, and 7 hereof," and replacing them with
"Section 5 and 6 hereof,"

By deleting the words "without first obtaining a permit therefor" after "Municipality"
5. Section 7 (formerly Section 8)(d) is deleted and replaced with the following:
(d) he is engaged in shooting as a member or guest of a firearms shooting club
on a shooting range approved by the Chief Provincial Firearms Officer for the
purposes of target practice.

6. Section 8 (formerly Section 9) is amended as follows:
By deleting the words "Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 7 hereof,"
By deleting the words "without the necessity of obtaining a permit therefor"
7. Section 9 (formerly Section 10) is amended as follows:
By adding the words "except as specifically provided under Section 7(d)," after
the words "Notwithstanding any provisions of this Bylaw,"
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8. City of Pitt Meadows Discharge of Firearms Bylaw 647, 1975 and amendments
thereto, is hereby amended accordingly.

READ a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD time the _ day of.

ADOPTED the _day of_, _.

Mayor, John Becker Corporate Officer, Tina Penney
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ATTACHMENT

NOISE CONTROL BYLAW

Bylaw No. 2138 and Amendments thereto

CONSOLIDATED FOR CONVENIENCE ONLY

This is a consolidation of the bylaws listed below. The amending bylaws have
been consolidated with the original bylaws for convenience only.
Certified copies of the original bylaws should be consulted for all interpretations
and applications of the bylaws on this subject.

ADOPTED

BYLAW NO.
2138

December 21, 2004

2387

September 2, 2008

2541

March 20, 2012

The bylaw numbers in bold at the end of the clause refer to the bylaws that
amended the principal bylaw.
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CITY OF PITT MEADOWS

NOISE CONTROL BYLAW NO. 2138, 2003
A Bylaw to provide for the Regulation and Prohibition
of Certain Noises and Sounds

WHEREAS the Council deems it necessary to regulate the making of noises in the
municipality;
AND WHEREAS the Council deems it necessary to regulate and prohibit the making of
certain noises produced on lands used for agricultural purposes;

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of The Corporation of the District of Pitt Meadows in
open meeting assembled, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:
PART 1 - Citation and Interpretation
1. This Bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the "District of Pitt Meadows
Noise Control Bylaw No. 2138, 2003".
2. "District of Pitt Meadows Noise Control Bylaw No. 1612, 1994" is hereby
repealed.
3. In this Bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires:

"agricultural land" means land designated as agricultural land pursuant to the
Agricultural Land Commission Act R.S.B.C. 1979, c.9, as that Act may be

amended from time to time;
"activity zone" includes every area of the municipality, which is not specifically
designated as a quiet zone in Schedule "C" which is attached to and forms part

of this Bylaw;
"Bylaw Enforcement Officer" means the person designated as such by
Council;
"continual sound" means any uninterrupted or frequent sound occurring for a

period or periods totaling in excess of three (3) minutes in any fifteen (15) minute
period of time;
"construction" includes the erection, reconstruction, alteration, repair,
relocation, demolition and removal of a building, structure, or thing, structural
maintenance, painting, land clearing, earth moving, grading, excavating, the

laying of pipe or conduit whether above or below ground level, street and
highway building, concreting, equipment installation and alteration and the
structural installation of construction components and materials in any form or for
any purpose and includes any work being done in connection therewith;
"District" means The Corporation of the District of Pitt Meadows;
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"farming equipment" means tractors, combines, mechanical pickers, pesticide

spraying machinery, irrigation pumps, fans boilers, trucking or products used on
agricultural land;
"holiday" includes:

(a) Sunday, Christmas Day, Good Friday and Easter Monday;
(b) Canada Day, Victoria Day, British Columbia Day, Labour Day,
Remembrance Day and New Year's Day;

(c) December 26th; and
(d) A day set by the Parliament of Canada or by the Legislature or appointed
by proclamation of the Governor General or the Lieutenant Governor, to
be observed as a day of general prayer or mourning, a day of public
rejoicing and thanksgiving, a day for celebrating the birthday of the
reigning Sovereign, or as a public holiday.
"noise scare devices" means for Category "A" - Propane Cannons and
Category "B" - fixed Scaring Devices that do not create impulse sounds such as

AV-AIarm Systems, Phoenix Wallers, Distress Call Systems or similar devices
that use sound as a means of bird or pest control and includes the devices
referred to in Sec. 6.6;
"non-continual sound" means any sound, which is not defined as a continual

sound;
"person" includes a natural person, company, corporation, owner, partnership,

firm, association, society, party or other like entity;
"point of reception" unless otherwise defined or described here in, means any
place or parcel where sound originating from any source, other than a source on
such parcel, is received;
"quiet zone" means those areas within the municipality, which are so

designated from time to time in Schedule "B" which is attached to and forms part

of this Bylaw;
"real property" does not include highways but does include all other land and all
improvements which have been affixed to land;
"sound" is said to exist if a disturbance is propagated through an elastic medium
(particularly air) which causes an alteration in pressure which can be detected
aurally by a person or by an appropriate instrument;
"sound level" means the level of sound as measured in decibels with the (A)
weighted network and slow response of a sound level meter;
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"sound level meter" means a device which meets the "C.S.A. Standard Z107.1

- 1973"; or the International Electro-Technical Commission Standard No. 123 or
the British Standard No. 3539 Part 1 or the United States of America Standard
A.N.S.I.SI.4-1971.

4. GENERAL REGULATIONS
4.1 No person shall make or cause, or permit to be made or caused, any noise or

sound in or on a public or private place which disturbs or tends to disturb the
quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort or convenience of any person or persons

in the neighbourhood or vicinity.
4.2 No person being the owner or occupier of real property shall allow or permit such
real property to be used so that noise or sound which emanates there from,
disturbs or tends to disturb the quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort, or
convenience of any person or persons in the neighbourhood or vicinity.

4.3 No person shall own, keep or harbour any animal or bird which by its cries unduly
disturbs the peace, quiet, rest or tranquility of the surrounding neighbourhood or
the public at large.
4.4 No hawker, huckster, peddler, news vendor or other person shall by his

intermittent or reiterated cries disturb the quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort
or convenience of individuals or the public.

5. CONSTRUCTION HOURS
5.1 No person in the District shall on any day before 07:00 hours or after 21:00
hours, construct, erect, reconstruct, alter, repair or demolish any building,

structure or thing or excavate or fill in land in any manner which disturbs the
quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort or convenience of the neighbourhood or of

persons in the vicinity.
5.2 No person in the District shall carry out construction in any manner for profit or
gain on a Sunday or statutory holiday which disturbs the quiet, peace, rest,
enjoyment, comfort or convenience of the neighbourhood or of the persons in the
vicinity. Nothwithstanding the aforementioned a person may carry out
construction on their residence on a Sunday or statutory holiday between the
hours of 09:00 hours and 18:00 hours, provided that such construction is not
being carried out for profit or gain.
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5.3 Where it is impossible or impractical to comply with this section, the Director of
Operations and Development Services may give written approval to carry on the
work that is found to be necessary at designated hours.
5.4 Responsibility for obtaining written approval lies with the person carrying on the
work of the owner of the land on which such work is carried on.

6. USE OF NOISE SCARE DEVICES ON AGRICULTURAL LANDS
6.1 A person may employ propane powered exploders, "AV-Alarm" systems, Phoenix
Waiters, Distress Call Systems, or similar noise scare devices to create noise or

sound as a method of bird or pest control between the hours of 06:00 hours and
20:00 hours of any day.
6.2 A person may employ a starting pistol, orchard pistol, or similar noise scare
device to create noise as a method of bird or pest control except that such use
shall not create noise that disturbs or tends to disturb the quiet, peace, rest,
enjoyment, comfort or convenience of the neighbourhood or people in the
vicinity.

To increase the distance from 150m from neighbouring residences to 200m.
6.3 No person shall operate a Category "A" Propane Cannon Noise Scare Device to

create noise as a method of bird or pest control within 200m of neighbouring
residences and not within 300m of the Urban-Residential/ALR edge.
(Bylaw No. 2387)
6.4 No person shall operate a Category "B" Fixed Scaring Device to create noise as

a method of bird or pest control within 100m of neighbouring residences and not
within 200m of Urban-Residential/ALR edge.
6.5 No more than one firing per 5 minutes for Single Shot Cannons and no more
than 11 activations or 33 shots in an hour for a Multiple Shot Cannon. Multiple
shots from a cannon are regarded as one activation if they occur in less than a
30 second period.
6.6 On a parcel that is two hectares or more in area, no more than one propane

powered exploder AV-Alarms, Phoenix Wallers, distress call systems may be
used to produce noise for each two hectares of the area of the parcel at one
time.

6.7 No person shall operate a bear banger device to create noise as a method of bird
or pest control. (Bylaw No. 2387)
6.8 No person shall operate propane cannons to create noise as a method of bird or

pest control between noon and 1500 hours. (Bylaw No. 2387)

^Q
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7. OTHER
7.1 No person shall operate any outdoor public address system in the District without
first having obtained a permit therefore.
7.2 Not withstanding any provisions of this Bylaw, a person may perform work of an
emergency nature for the preservation of protection of life, health or property but
the onus shall be on the person performing the work to show cause that the work
was of an emergency nature.

7.3 Not withstanding any other provision of this Bylaw, between the hours of 07:00
hours and 21:00 hours from Monday to Saturday and between the hours of 09:00
hours and 21:00 hours on Sunday and statutory holidays a person may operate a
power lawn mower or power gardening tool provided that such equipment does
not make or cause to be made noise or sound the level of which exceeds 87
dBAs.

8. No person shall cause any sound to be made anywhere in the District that has a
sound level in excess of that authorized by this Bylaw and no owner or occupier
of real property in the District shall allow the making of any sound that exceeds
the sound level authorized by this Bylaw to emanate from real property so owned
or occupied.

9. Except as provided herein, sound levels emanating from or impinging upon real
property shall not exceed values prescribed by the following tables:
Quiet Zone
Continual Sound

Daytime

Nighttime

Non-Continual Sound

55dBA
45dBA

SOdBA
75dBA

Activity Zone
Continual Sound

Daytime

Nighttime

Non-Continual Sound

65dBA
60dBA

80dBA
75dBA

10. No person owning a motor vehicle or operating a motor vehicle on a highway
shall allow a sound level to emanate from that motor vehicle in excess of the
following:

(a) up to a speed of fifty (50) kilometers per hours (km/h):
- with a licenced gross vehicle weight of 2,700 kg or more 88 dBA
- all other motor vehicles 80 dBA

^

-143-

_

#26683v3

CITY OF PITT MEADOWS

NOISE CONTROL BYLAW NO. 2138, 2003
Page 6

(b) Vehicles exceeding fifty (50) kilometers per hour (km/h):
- with a licenced gross vehicle weight of 2,700 kg or more 92 dBA
- all other motor vehicles 85 dBA
11. A person may perform work of a temporary nature where sound levels are

expected to exceed the values provided for in this Bylaw only when permission is
granted by the Director of Operations and Development Service or his designate.
Requests to do so must include name, address of applicant, location of source of
sound, description of the nature of the sound, expected maximum sound levels,

the duration of the excessive sound levels and the times during the day when the
sound will be produced.
12. The Bylaw Enforcement Officer or any designated person of the District is hereby
authorized to measure sound levels with sound level meter in accordance with
the provisions of this Bylaw and the sound levels thereby measured shall be
deemed to be conclusive statements of whether the sound emanating from real
property or a motor vehicle does so at a sound level higher than that allowed by
this Bylaw.
13. (a) The sound level emanating from a motor vehicle must be measured at a
distance no closer than six (6) meters to the motor vehicle;
(b) The sound level emanating from real property must be measured at a
distance no greater than six (6) meters from the property line;
(c) The sound level impinging upon real property must be measured inside
the property line of the affected property no further than six (6) meters
from the property line.
14. The provisions of this Bylaw do not apply to :
(a) police, fire or other emergency vehicles proceeding upon an emergency;
(b) excavation, construction or repair of bridges, streets, highways or lands by

the District;
(c) snow removal or highway cleaning operations by the District;
(d) operation of a public transportation system;
(e) operation of a public address system required under a building or fire
code;and
(f) farming equipment and farm vehicles operating legitimately on agricultural
land.

15. A Bylaw Enforcement Officer may enter on any property at anytime for the
purpose of ascertaining whether the regulations and requirements of this Bylaw
are being observed.
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16. If any division, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Bylaw is for

any reason held to be invalid by the decision of a court of competent jurisdiction,
such decision shall no way affect the validity of the remaining portions of this
Bylaw.

17. Every person who violates any provision of this Bylaw shall be guilty of an
offence under this Bylaw punishable on summary conviction and shall be liable to
a fine not exceeding Two Thousand dollars ($2,000.00) and not less than One
Hundred dollars ($100.00) for each day during which the offence continues and,
in default of payment thereof, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding Thirty
(30) days for each day the offence continues.
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Schedule "A"

Operating Procedures

1. All sound levels shall be determined with a sound level meter with (A) weighting
and "slow" response setting.

2. Sound level meters shall be used and operated in accordance with
manufacturer's instructions. The sound level meter shall be calibrated with or
found to be correct by reference to a calibrator not more than three (3) days
before taking a measurement under this Bylaw and found to be correct by
reference to a calibrator not more than three (3) days after taking that
measurement.

3. When determining the sound level from a source, the ambient or background
noise or sound level shall be established at the appropriate position and during
the relevant period of time wherever possible before taking sound measurements
from the source. No measurement should be attempted if the difference is 3 db
or less.

4. Sound level measurements should, in general, be made at a height of

approximately one (1) meter and a distance of greater than three (3) meters from
any wall, buildings or other reflecting structures with the microphone
appropriately oriented,
5. Precautions shall be taken to ensure that the values recorded correspond to the
noise or sound being investigated and are not due to wind or extraneous
sources.

6. When the wind velocity is above eight (8) kilometers per hour, a windscreen must
be used. No test shall be attempted when the when velocity is above forty (40)
kilometers per hour. Testing of motor vehicles in motion should not be done
when pavements are wet.
7. In accordance with the prescribed measurement techniques so far described,

various locations about the source should be tested to determine the minimum
sound level emanating from the source for purposes of the application of the
Bylaw.

144-

-146-

#26683v3

CITY OF PITT MEADOWS

NOISE CONTROL BYLAW NO. 2138, 2003
Page9

Schedule "B"

For the purpose of this bylaw, all real property which is classified by the City of Pitt
Meadows Zoning Bylaw No. 2505, 2011 as:
A 1 General Agricultural
A 2 Large Lot Agricultural A 3 Agricultural and Farm Industrial
A 4 Agricultural and Golf Course
A 5 Agricultural and Wildlife Management
RR-1 Estate Lot Rural Residential
RR-2 Large Lot Rural Residential
RR3 Medium Lot Rural Residential
RR-4 Small Lot Rural Residential
RR-5 Rural Residential Cluster Housing
RS Large Lot Residential
R-1 Medium Lot Residential
R-2 Small Lot Residential
RD Duplex Residential

RM 1 Multi Family Residential 1
RM 2 Multi Family Residential 2
RM 3 Multi Family Residential 3
RM 4 Multi Family Residential 4
RM 5 Multi Family Residential 5
CD A Comprehensive Development A
CD B Comprehensive Development B
CD C Comprehensive Development C
CD D Comprehensive Development D
CD E Comprehensive Development E
CD F Comprehensive Development F
CD G Comprehensive Development G
CD H Comprehensive Development H
CD I Comprehensive Development I
CD J Comprehensive Development J

And any other residential or comprehensive development residential zones which
might be added to the Zoning Bylaw No. 2505, 2011 as amended from time to time

shall be QUIET ZONES.
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Schedule "C"

For the purpose of this bylaw, all real property which is classified by the City of Pitt
Meadows Zoning Bylaw No. 2505, 2011 as:
C-1 Highway Commercial
C-2 Neighbourhood Centre Commercial
C-3 Community Commercial
C-4 Local Commercial

C-5 Gas Station Commercial
C 6 Neighbourhood Pub Commercial
MC Main Street Commercial
TC Towncentre Commercial

I
I
I
I

1 General Industrial
2 Light Industrial Warehouses
3 Light Industrial Business Park
4 Industrial Storage

15 Airport
And any mining activity undertaken in accordance with permits issued under the
Mines Act and other commercial and industrial zones, which may be added to the
City of Pitt Meadows Zoning Bylaw No. 2505, 2011 as amended from time to time,

shall be ACTIVITY ZONES
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ATTACHMENT
CITY OF PITT MEADOWS
NOISE CONTROL BYLAW AMENDMENT BYLAW NO.2784,2017
A Bylaw to amend Noise Control Bylaw No. 2138, 2004.

WHEREAS, it is deemed expedient to amend City of Pitt Meadows Noise Control Bylaw
No.2138, 2004.

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the City of Pitt Meadows in open meeting
assembled, enacts as follows:

1. This Bylaw may be cited as the "City of Pitt Meadows Noise Control Bylaw
Amendment Bylaw No. 2784, 2017,
2. City of Pitt Meadows Noise Control Bylaw No. 2138, 2004 is hereby amended as
follows:
a) Section 3 is amended by inserting the following definition:
"outdoor shooting range" means an outdoor facility that is designed or
intended to be used for the discharge of firearms for the purposes of target
practice or target shooting; and
b) Section 7 is amended by inserting the following subsection:
7.4 Despite section 7.1, no person shall discharge a firearm at an outdoor

shooting range that is located within 200 m of the nearest property line of
any parcel of land that is used for residential purposes outside of the
following hours:
Wednesday 18:00 hours - 21:00 hours
Saturday 10:00 hours - 16:00 hours
Sunday 10:00 hours - 16:00 hours
3. City of Pitt Meadows Noise Control Bylaw 2138, 2004 and amendments thereto,
is hereby amended accordingly,

READ a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD time the _day of_,_.

ADOPTED the _day of_, _.
Mayor, John Becker Corporate Officer, Tina Penney
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ATTACHMENT g
CITY OF PITT MEADOWS
BYLAW NOTICE ENFORCEMENT AMENDMENT
BYLAW NO. 2785, 2017
A Bylaw of the City of Pitt Meadows to amend sections of Bylaw Notice Enforcement
Bylaw No. 2439, 2009

WHEREAS, IT IS DEEMED EXPEDIENT TO AMEND City of Pitt Meadows Bylaw
Notice Enforcement Bylaw No. 2439, 2009.

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the City of Pitt Meadows in open meeting
assembled, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:
PART I - INTERPRETATION
Citation/Title
1. This Bylaw may be cited as the City of Pitt Meadows Bylaw Notice
Enforcement Amendment Bylaw No. 2785, 2017
2. In Schedule "A" to Bylaw No. 2439, 2009, the section entitled Noise Control
Bylaw 2138, is amended by inserting the following categories in numerical order
and renumbering subsequent categories accordingly:
Discharge of firearm at a 7.4 80 100 n/a
shooting range within 200m
of residential property
outside of permitted hours

3. City of Pitt Meadows Bylaw Notice Enforcement Bylaw No. 2439, 2009 and
amendments thereto, is hereby amended accordingly.

READ a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD time the _ day of.

ADOPTED the _day of_, _.

Mayor, John Becker Corporate Officer, Tina Penney
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ATTACHMENT

February 28,2018
File: 3006-18A

City of Pitt Meadows
12007 Harris Road
Pitt Meadows, BC

V3Y 2B5
Attention: Mike Bandy
Dear Mr. Bandy:

Re: Pitt Meadows Gun Club, 17428 129 Ave, Pitt Meadows
Noise Survey and Reporting
To measure and assess firearm noise levels generated at Pitt Meadows Gun Club (PMGC), BKL
conducted noise monitoring at two locations north of PMGC on January 24, 2017. This report
summarizes BKL's measurements and assessment. The measurement locations were selected because

they represent the residential properties nearest to PMGC.
Location 1: 17465 129th Avenue, Pitt Meadows, British Columbia
Location 2: Public access way to the south of Kennedy Road
Appendix A shows the locations, PMGC, and the surrounding community.
Instructions
In accordance with your instructions, BKL has:
conducted noise measurements at the above locations during use of the gun range

during benign or neutral weather conditions;
provided you with a report containing the data obtained from the aforesaid noise
testing; and
compared the resultant sound levels to relevant standards and guidelines for
informative purposes.

BKL CONSULTANTS LTD acoustics • noise • vibration I W: www.bkl.ca
#308 - 1200 Lynn Valley Road, North Vancouver, BC V7J 2A2
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Mike Bandy -2- February 28,2018
Please refer to Appendix B for background information on sound to assist with interpretation of this
report.

BKL understand that:
each house has a different set-up, therefore the house used during operating hours
depends on shooter preference.
typically, one or two houses operate simultaneously.
all four houses are generally only used during competition events.

Noise Criteria
City of Pitt Meadows Noise Bylaw
The City of Pitt Meadows Bylaw No. 2138 (the Noise Bylaw) outlines the noise regulations for Pitt
Meadows. The Noise Bylaw outlines both quantitative and qualitative criteria for noise generating
activities.

Section 4.2 outlines qualitative noise criteria for operations and states the following:
No person being the owner or occupier of real property shall allow or permit such real property
to be used so that noise or sound which emanates there from, disturbs or tends to disturb the
quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort, or convenience of any person or persons in the

neighbourhood or vicinity.
Section 9 provides quantitative noise criteria. Given the neighbouring site is zoned as a "Quiet" zone,

the Noise Bylaw states that sound levels emanating from or impinging upon real property shall not
exceed 55 dBA continual sound and 80 dBA non-continual sound during the daytime.
The definition of Continual Sound is:
...any uninterrupted or frequent sound occurring for a period or periods totalling in excess of three

(3) minutes in any fifteen (15) minute period of time.
Alternative Assessment Criteria

Given that noise from gun ranges can often comply with the quantitative noise criteria in City noise
bylaws but still result in complaints from neighbouring residents, alternative methods are often used
to assess noise from gun ranges. A commonly referenced guideline is Ontario Ministry of Environment

NPC-232 (MOE Guideline), issued in 1995, as it provides noise criteria specifically for shooting ranges.
The key criteria in the MOE Guideline are in Section 8, summarized below.
For impulsive sound, other than Quasi-Steady Impulsive Sound, from a stationary source which
("s the discharge of firearms on the premises of a licensed gun club, the sound level limit at a point
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of reception within 30 m of a dwelling or a camping area, expressed in terms of the Logarithmic
Mean Impulse Sound Level (L^, is:
70 dBAI if the gun club were operating before January 1, 1980; or
50 dBAI if the gun club began to operate after January 1, 1980; or
the L^ prior to expansion, alteration or conversion.

Given that the PMGC was founded in 1946, the applicable noise criterion is assumed to be 70 dBAI L|!LMOther guidelines from outside of Canada may also be of interest if you want to consider the
significance of the number of shooting days in a week, the background sound level, and the time of
day when shooting occurs. For further details on the MOE Guideline and other alternative assessment
methodologies, please refer to Appendix C.
Measurement Description

Two 01 dB DUO Smart Sound Level Meters, serial numbers 11004 and 10395, were used to take the
measurements. The equipmentwas calibrated on site using a Bruel & KjasrType 4230 sound calibrator.
The meters were set up at two locations to conduct short-term continuous monitoring from 9:30 am
to 11:00 am on January 24, 2017. As the PMGC currently does not have permission to operate, use of

the gun range was arranged in conjunction with the City of Pitt Meadows and PMGC. While the tests
did not capture the gun range during an actual event, BKLdeveloped a testing plan in conjunction with
the City and PMGC to ensure a variety of operational scenarios were conducted at the site during
testing.

The firing range is divided into four houses, or shooting areas. The following operating scenarios were
measured during the noise survey:

all four houses operating simultaneously;
each house independently (e.g., only House 1, then only House 2, etc);

houses 1 and 2 operating simultaneously;
house 2 and 3 operating simultaneously; and
houses 3 and 4 operating simultaneously.
Five shooters were in place near each house, one at each of the five set shooting positions for that
house. In turn, each shooter fired five shots as per standard competition rules. Therefore, there was
a total of 25 shots per round. This process was then repeated. This means there were a total 50 shots
for each of the above scenarios.
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During the measurements, the weather was overcast, generally dry with brief periods of light showers.
The wind speeds were between 0 and 2 m/s, generally from the south.
The measured firing noise was clearly audible above the background noise. The sound level meters
collected comprehensive noise data and, in addition, stored continuous audio files so that the data

could be listened to. This helped in identifying specific noise events and, in particular, to confirm
whether specific events were firearm noises or not. Noise levels from two houses operating
simultaneously were recorded for informational purposes only and have not been assessed.
The resulting time histories of the noise measurements are provided in Appendix D.

Comparison to Noise Criteria
We have considered the results for five scenarios: each of the four houses in use independently and
then all houses in use simultaneously.

City of Pitt Meadows Criteria
We have assumed that firing noise during events would occur for less than three minutes in any 15
minute period and would therefore be classified as Non-Continual Sound. We have considered the
.Asmax level for every gun shot during the testing and recorded the number of events above and below
LAST
the 80 dBA noise criterion. A total 50 shots were taken at each house.

Table 1: Summary of Measured Maximum Noise Levels During Testing
Maximum L^ax
Scenario

Location 1

Location 2

House 1

76dBA

<70dBA

House 2

72dBA

<70dBA

House 3

70 d BA

<70dBA

House 4

<70dBA

<70dBA

The noise levels for shooting at all houses were all below the noise criterion for both Location 1 and
Location 2.

MOE Guideline_Noise Cjjteria
In accordance with the MOE Guideline, the 20 loudest noise events for each of the four houses were
identified at each of the two monitoring locations. Then, the L^ was calculated for both sites. These
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levels were averaged from multiple firearm noise events. The resulting L^ at each site are summarized

in Table 2 below.
Table 2: Summary of Calculated L|M at Measurement Locations

House 1

85

63

House 2

82

64

House 3

80

61

House 4

77

60

All Houses

85

64

* methodology as described in MOE Guideline (see Appendix C)
The average L^ exceeded the MOE Guideline noise criterion of 70 dBA at Location 1 for shooting at
all four houses. Noise levels complied with the criterion at Location 2.
Conclusions

We have conducted attended noise measurements on the north side of Pitt Meadows Gun Club.
Table 1 indicates that noise from the gun club complied with the Noise Bylaw.
However, as shown in Table 2, the resulting L^ values were well above the MOE Guideline noise limits
at the nearest residence for firing from any location at PMGC.
This report completes our current scope of work. Please contact the undersigned if you have any
questions or concerns, or require any further work or expert opinion.
Sincerely,

BKL Consultants Ltd.

BKL Consultants Ltd.

per:

per:

A

Brigette Martin, EIT

Mark Bliss, P.Eng., INCE

Acoustical Consultant

Principal
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Appendix A: Site Plan
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Pitt Meadows Gun Club

BKL Consultants Ltd.
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Appendix B: Background Information on Sound
The two principal components used to characterize sound are loudness (magnitude) and pitch
(frequency). The basic unit for measuring magnitude is the decibel (dB), which represents a logarithmic
ratio of the pressure fluctuations in air relative to a reference pressure. The basic unit for measuring
pitch is the number of cycles per second, or hertz (Hz). Bass tones are low frequency and treble tones

are high frequency. Audible sound occurs over a wide frequency range, from approximately 20 Hz to
20,000 Hz, but the human ear is less sensitive to low and very high frequency sounds than to sounds
in the mid-frequency range (500 to 4,000 Hz). A-weighting networks are commonly employed in sound
level meters to simulate the frequency response of human hearing, and A-weighted sound levels are

often designated with the abbreviation dBA rather than dB.
Atimeweighting is also applied when assessing the maximum sound level from specific sound sources.
Most municipal noise bylaws specify the use of a slow weighting, the World Health Organization
(WHO) recommends that the fast weighting best represents how the human brain processes sound,1
and sometimes the impulse weighting is used for highly impulsive sounds such as firing noise. For a
given noise event, the impulse sound level is always higher than the fast sound level, which is always
higher than the slow sound level.
If a continuous sound has an abrupt change in level of 3 dBA it will generally be noticed while the same
change in level over an extended period of time may go unnoticed. A change of 6 dBA is clearly
noticeable subjectively, an increase of 10 dBA is generally perceived as being twice as loud and an
increase of 20 dBA is generally perceived as being four times as loud.
Noise is generally defined as unwanted sound, which carries no useful information and tends to
interfere with activities or the ability to receive and interpret useful sound. The intrusiveness and
potential disturbance caused by noise depends largely upon the background noise level that exists
when the noise occurs.3 However, the response to noise is subjective and depends on other factors

such as the absolute level of sound, the time of day, local attitudes to the premises and expectations
for quiet by the individual.
Sound levels typically reduce by 6 dB every time the distance from the sound source is doubled due
to geometric sound spreading. Sound levels can also change depending on the intervening terrain and
ground cover, weather effects, sound reflections, etc. Sound will have less attenuation with distance
in downwind and temperature inversion conditions, and more attenuation in upwind and temperature

World Health Organization (WHO). 1999. Guidelines for Community Noise. Geneva, World Health Organization.
Impulsive sound is non-continuous sound characterized by brief bursts of sound pressure, with the duration of each
impulsive sound usually less than one second.
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 1974. Information on Levels of Environmental Noise Requisite
to Protect Public Health and Welfare with an Adequate margin of Safety. Washington, United States Environmental Protection
Agency.
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lapse conditions. A downwind condition is when the listener is downwind of the sound source. A
temperature lapse condition often occurs during the middle of the day when the skies are clear.
With respect to firing noise, the orientation of the firearm is also an important factor because sound
does not radiate equally in all directions from the firearm. Factors that affect the firing sound level at
a receiver location include the

type of firearms and ammunition being used;
shooting frequency;
location and orientation of the ranges;
location and orientation of the firearms being used within each range;
presence of terrain, buildings, barriers or other solid objects that block the line of sight
from the firearms and bullets to the nearest dwellings;
presence of dense foliage that blocks the line of sight from the firearms and bullets to
the nearest dwellings;
ground cover conditions (i.e., dry grass, fresh snow, etc.); and
weather conditions (i.e., wind speed, wind direction, cloud cover).
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Appendix C: Alternative Noise Assessment Criteria
There is no legislation in British Columbia that specifies how to rate firing range noise potentially
affecting a surrounding community. In cases like this, it is industry standard practice for an acoustical
consulting firm to specify relevant criteria on a prqject-by-prqject basis, whether that criteria was
developed by the consultant or based on guidelines or standards used in other parts of Canada or the
world. Publishers of recognized guidelines or standards in acoustics include the
Ontario Ministry of Environment (MOE);
World Health Organization (WHO);
International Organization for Standardization (ISO);
American National Standards Institute (ANSI);
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM);
British Standards Institute; and
Australia Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
The Ontario MOE criteria is considered to be the most useful in this case because it is
specifically designed to regulate firing ranges in rural areas4;
Canadian;
well established, having been in use for the past 20 years; and
referenced by other recognized groups such as the RCMP5
We are not aware of any issues from others applying this criteria for litigation purposes. The Australia
EPA Victoria outdoor shooting range criteria (attached) could also be useful in some cases because it
considers the number of shooting days per week and time of day to better represent the actual
community disturbance.

The following summarizes the Ontario MOE criteria:

8. SOUND LEVEL LIMITS - SPECIFIC IMPULSIVE SOUNDS
(2) For impulsive sound, other than Quasi-Steady Impulsive Sound, from a stationary source
which is the discharge of firearms on the premises of a licensed gun dub, the sound level
limit at a point of reception within 30 m of a dwelling or a camping area, expressed In
terms of the Logarithmic Mean Impulse Sound Level (L^, is:

Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE). 1995. Sound Level Limits For Stationary Sources in Class 3 Areas (Rural),
Publication NPC-232. Ontario MOE.
Swallow, John C, John Hemingway and Pearlie Yung. 2007. Shooting Ranges and Sound. Ottawa, Her Majesty the
Queen in Right of Canada as represented by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP).
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70 dBAI if the gun club were operating before January 1, 1980; or
50 dBAI if the gun club began to operate after January 1, 1980; or
the L^ prior to expansion, alteration or conversion.

Requirements for the measurement of the Logarithmic Mean Impulse Sound Level (L|^|) are defined
in NPC-1016, NPC-1027 and NPC-1038, with the below relevant clause noting that a minimum of
20 measurements are required for averaging (from NPC-103):
3. Procedure for Measurement of Steady or Impulsive Sound

(4) Use of Instrumentation
(f) Measurement - Impulse Response - Frequent Impulses

(Hi) Level Reported
The Logarithmic Mean Impulse Sound Level (L^ of the 20 or more
measurements shall be calculated and reported to the nearest decibel.

This Logarithmlc Mean Impulse Sound Level is a valid and effective sound
level for any one hour period during which readings were taken pursuant
to subclauses (i) and (it).
To put these decibel levels into perspective, the following commentary from the RCMP report Shooting
Ranges and Sound has been quoted below:
"The Ministry of the Environment, "Model Municipal Noise Control By-Law: Final Report, "August
7978, recognizes that existing gun clubs may have difficulty reaching the 50 dBAI level, and thus
include a "grandfather" clause allowing the higher sound level of 70 dBAI. The 50 dBAI level is
o/so included in the Ministry of Environment and Energy, "Guide to Applying for Approval (Air):
Noise and Vibration," November 1995 and in the Federal-Provindal Advisory Committee on
Environmental and Occupational Health, Health and Welfare Canada, "National Guidelines for
Environmental Noise Control."
Arntzen, Eystein, Sorensen, Stefan and Lindblom, Eva, "Annoyance Caused by Noise from

Shooting Ranges," FASE, 84, pp. 443-448 indicates that community reaction to impulsive sound
is "very low" when levels are less than 60 dBAI.
Smoorenburg, Guide F., "Evaluation of Impulse noise, in particular shooting noise, with regard
to annoyance," Internoise, 81, pp.779-782. 44 indicates that the "threshold for annoyance" due

to impulsive noise is from 60 to 65 dBA (fast), which corresponds to approximately 65 to 70 dBAI.

Ontario Ministry of Environment (MOE). 1978. Technical Definitions, Publication NPC-101. Ontario MOE.
Ontario Ministry of Environment (MOE). 1978. Instrumentation, Publication NPC-102. Ontario MOE.
Ontario Ministry of Environment (MOE). 1978. Procedures, Publication NPC-103. Ontario MOE.
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These references specify that the range of sound levels for limited community reaction to the
sound of firearms is between 50 dBAI and 70 dBAI."
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Appendix D: Noise Measurement Results
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ATTACHMENT C
PUT MEADOWS

CITY OF

Pitt Meadows

The '7/l<^t^Zff£ Place

Staff Report to Council
Community Development
FILE: 09-3900-02/17
DATE: March 14, 2018

Date of Meeting - March 20,2018

TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Lisa Grant, Manager of Community Development
SUBJECT: Shooting Range Regulation Information Session Feedback

RECOMMENDATION(S): THAT Council:
1. Receive the report entitled "Shooting Range Regulation Information Session Feedback"; OR
2. Other.

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION:

^

^"7.)
TfT\

PURPOSE

This report is intended to provide Council with an overview of the shooting range regulation open house
hosted by the City on March 5, 2018, and summarize feedback received from the event.
Information Report

D Direction Report

D Decision Report

DISCUSSION
Background:
At the December 5, 2017 Regular Council Meeting, City staff presented proposed amendments to the
Discharge of Firearms Bylaw 647, 1975, and the Noise Control Bylaw 2138, 2004, in relation to shooting
ranges and the operation of the Pitt Meadows Gun Club (PMGC). Council directed staff to conduct a public
information session open house regarding the proposed bylaw amendments.
Relevant Policy, Bylaw or Legislation:
Discharge of Firearms Bylaw 647, 1975; Noise Control Bylaw 2138, 2004

147941V1
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Event Summary: The Information session was held on March 5, 2018 at the Pitt Meadows Heritage Hall.

City staff prepared display boards outlining the identified issues heard to date and the proposed bylaw
amendments presented by staff in December 2017. Results from the noise testing conducted at the PMGC
in January 2018 by BKL consultants were also presented. City staff were on hand, along with Mayor Becker
and members of City Council,
The RCMP Firearms Officer who is involved in inspection and licensing of the PMGC range was on hand to
answer questions related to the federal shooting range licensing process and public safety concerns. A
representative from BKL Acoustic Consultants was on hand to explain and answer questions about the
noise testing procedures and results. Representatives from the PMGC were invited to attend and display
information about their environmental monitoring initiatives. The Ministry of Environment was invited to
the event but were not able to provide a representative to attend.

A notice was mailed out to owners and occupants of 85 properties within a 488 m (1600 ft) radius of the
PMGC site and the event was also advertised in the local paper and on social media. The event was very
well attended with an estimated 130 total attendees, approximately 40 of whom indicated they were from
Pitt Meadows. A large contingent of PMGC members and supporters from the general shooting community
from other municipalities were present.
Feedback Summary:
Staff received 51 feedback forms and around 15 post-it comments at the event. Due to the large number of
PMGC members present, much of the feedback received expressed a desire to allow the Club to resume
operations. Outstanding concerns largely involved further addressing noise and public safety issues. There
appears to be general support for reasonably limiting PMGC operating hours and a desire for further
measures such as a physical noise and safety barrier/berm. The RCMP Firearms Officer noted that a berm
may not necessarily improve safety for trap shooting, as guns are aimed at a target in the air above berm
height. General themes and comments are summarized below:
Noise:
Gunshots should be defined as continuous sound

Support for limiting PMGC operation to regular hours
There are other sources of noise in the area such as the airport, CP train tracks, and highway
Council should have say in frequency of special events
What measures are being taken by club to mitigate noise?

What is the cost of the noise testing?
Safety:
How can residents be assured that shot will not leave the property?
Minimum shooting distance to public areas in Firearms Bylaw should be enforced
Environmental:
Independent environmental testing should be done
Lead is also used for fishing
General:

147941vl
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• PMGC provides safe family recreation opportunity
• Trap shooting is a legitimate sport
• PMGC should amalgamate with Thompson Mountain
The representative from BKL Acoustic Consultants provided staff with a summary of some of the questions
she received overthe course of the evening, and the responses provided, listed below:
Noise mitigation options:
• To be effective it needs to interrupt the line of sight between the receiver and source
• Height and length of the barrier required depends on site conditions, but a short barrier probably
wouldn't do much and given the shooters are standing, the barrier/berm would need to be higher

than that
Potential for hearing loss:
• Outside of area of expertise
• An audiologist would be better placed to provide information for the hearing sensitivities of
different age groups
Noise Control Bylaw definition of continuous noise:
• Because the noise from a gunshot is so short, if you sum the time of a number of shots over a 15
minute period of time, that gun shots would still likely be non-continuous noise (sum to less than 3
minutes in a 15 minute period)
Type of ammunition used:
• Not sure of the ammunition used during the shooting

• A PMGC member provided details later in the night
Impact of weather conditions:
• Meteorological conditions can impact noise propagation
• Magnitude depends on local conditions/topography but if a receiver is downwind of the source, the
noise levels at the receiver are often higher than for neutral conditions

COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT
D Corporate Excellence D Economic Prosperity El Community Ljvability
D Transportation & Infrastructure 81 Not Applicable

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
E3 None D Budget Previously Approved
D Other D Referral to Business Planning
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
D Inform [x] Consult D Involve D Collaborate D Empower
Comment(s): Attendees of the information session were invited to provide written feedback regarding the
proposed bylaw amendments or related issues. Feedback from the information session is compiled in this
report.

KATZIE FIRST NATION CONSIDERATIONS
Referral D Yes S No

SIGN-OFFS
Written by: Reviewed by:
Mike Bandy, Development Services Technician Lisa Grant, Manager of Community Development

ATTACHMENT(S): None.
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ATTACHMENT
CITY OF PITT MEADOWS
DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS BYLAW AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 2783, 2017
A Bylaw to amend sections of Discharge of Firearms Bylaw No.647, 1975.

WHEREAS, it is deemed expedient to amend City of Pitt Meadows Discharge of
Firearms Bylaw No. 647, 1975;
NOW THEREFOR, the Council of the City of Pitt Meadows in open meeting assembled,
enacts as follows:
1. This Bylaw may be cited as the "City of Pitt Meadows Discharge of Firearms
Bylaw Amendment Bylaw No. 2783. 2017
2. Section 6 is amended as follows:
By deleting the words "Section 7(c) and"
3. Section 7 is deleted in its entirety and subsequent sections are renumbered
accordingly
4. Section 7 (formerly Section 8) is amended as follows:
By deleting the words "Section 5, 6, and 7 hereof," and replacing them with
"Section 5 and 6 hereof,"

By deleting the words "without first obtaining a permit therefor" after "Municipality"

5. Section 7 (formerly Section 8)(d) is deleted and replaced with the following:
(d) he is engaged in shooting as a member or guest of a firearms shooting club
on a shooting range approved by the Chief Provincial Firearms Officer for the
purposes of target practice.
6. Section 8 (formerly Section 9) is amended as follows:
By deleting the words "Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 7 hereof,"
By deleting the words "without the necessity of obtaining a permit therefor"
7. Section 9 (formerly Section 10) is amended as follows:
By adding the words "except as specifically provided under Section 7(d)," after
the words "Notwithstanding any provisions of this Bylaw,"
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8. City of Pitt Meadows Discharge of Firearms Bylaw 647, 1975 and amendments
thereto, is hereby amended accordingly.

READ a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD time the _ day of.

ADOPTED the _day of_, _.

Mayor, John Becker Corporate Officer, Tina Penney

-171-

#144857v2

ATTACHMENT

CITY OF PITT MEADOWS
NOISE CONTROL BYLAW AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 2784,2017
A Bylaw to amend Noise Control Bylaw No. 2138, 2004.

WHEREAS, it is deemed expedient to amend City of Pitt Meadows Noise Control Bylaw
No.2138,2004.

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the City of Pitt Meadows in open meeting
assembled, enacts as follows:

1. This Bylaw may be cited as the "City of Pitt Meadows Noise Control Bylaw
Amendment Bylaw No. 2784, 201L
2. City of Pitt Meadows Noise Control Bylaw No. 2138, 2004 is hereby amended as
follows:

a) Section 3 is amended by inserting the following definition:
"outdoor shooting range" means an outdoor facility that is designed or
intended to be used for the discharge of firearms for the purposes of target
practice or target shooting; and
b) Section 7 is amended by inserting the following subsection:
7.4 No person shall discharge a firearm at an outdoor shooting range that is
located within 200 m of the nearest property line of any parcel of land that
is used for residential purposes, outside of the following hours:
Wednesday 18:00 hours-21:00 hours
Sunday 10:00 hours - 16:00 hours
3. City of Pitt Meadows Noise Control Bylaw 2138, 2004 and amendments thereto,
is hereby amended accordingly.

READ a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD time the _ day of

ADOPTED the _day of _, _.
Mayor, John Becker Corporate Officer, Tina Penney
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ATTACHMENT p

CITY OF PITT MEADOWS
BYLAW NOTICE ENFORCEMENT AMENDMENT
BYLAW NO. 2785, 2017
A Bylaw of the City of Pitt Meadows to amend sections of Bylaw Notice Enforcement
Bylaw No. 2439, 2009

WHEREAS, IT IS DEEMED EXPEDIENT TO AMEND City of Pitt Meadows Bylaw
Notice Enforcement Bylaw No. 2439, 2009.

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the City of Pitt Meadows in open meeting
assembled, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:
PART I - INTERPRETATION
Citation/Title
1. This Bylaw may be cited as the City of Pitt Meadows Bylaw Notice
Enforcement Amendment Bylaw No. 2785, 2017
2. In Schedule "A" to Bylaw No. 2439, 2009, the section entitled Noise Control
Bylaw 2138, is amended by inserting the following categories in numerical order
and renumbering subsequent categories accordingly:
Discharge of firearm at a 7.4 80 100 n/a
shooting range within 200m
of residential property
outside of permitted hours

3. City of Pitt Meadows Bylaw Notice Enforcement Bylaw No. 2439, 2009 and
amendments thereto, is hereby amended accordingly.

READ a FIRST, SECOND and THIRD time the _ day of.

ADOPTED the _day of_, _.

Mayor, John Becker Corporate Officer, Tina Penney

-173-

#144995v2

