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City of Pitt Meadows     
 Visioning Engagement Summary  

 
BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE  

The City of Pitt Meadows (“the City”) is preparing to undertake an OCP update. A key element 

informing the OCP update is the development of a renewed community vision by engaging 

community members. This vision is intended to be an inspiring, shared description of the future 

of the community, which will also guide the development of the updated OCP policies.  

The City engaged the Whistler Centre for Sustainability (“WCS”) to assist with the design and 

execution of a fun and broad engagement strategy.  

PROJECT GOALS: 

 To get community members excited about helping to create a renewed community 
vision 

 To engage as many community members and stakeholders as resources allow 

 To develop a clear, inspiring renewed community vision 

 To create draft goals that will guide policy development for the OCP update 

ENGAGEMENT APPROACH: 

The approach to engagement aligns with the City’s following guiding principles for public 

engagement: 

 Accountability + Learning 

 Inclusiveness 

 Transparency 

 Responsiveness 

In order to adhere to the guiding principles, the engagement approach: 

 Used multiple and diverse tactics to engage as broad a spectrum of the community as 
possible 

 Reached community members where they were at (e.g. events, popular coffee shops, 
recreation centre, grocery stores ) 

 Focused on shared values and hopes and dreams 

 Identified and involved key stakeholders  
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HOW DID WE ENGAGE? 

This Engagement Strategy was organized into two main phases over the months of June to 

October. The first phase was preparatory, the second engagement focussed and the third Vision 

creation focussed.  

 

 

PHASE  1:  PREPARATION  FOR  VISIONING   

This phase involved reviewing the relevant background documents to develop a strong 

understanding of the community and the key issues and challenges. We then developed the 

engagement strategy, including target audience, dates and tactics. While we designed an initial 

engagement strategy with specific initiatives, these changed somewhat over the course of the 

project to better meet the project goals. 

During this phase, we also created a framework for engagement input. This framework was 

based on the current OCP policy areas, but updated to include additional policy areas that were 

not in the current OCP.  

PHA SE 2:  ENGA GEME NT  

This phase was about getting the community excited about the opportunity to create a renewed 

vision, and to get the community engaged. The questions presented to the community consisted 

of two levels: open-ended questions to elicit creative and aspirational responses to determine 

an understanding of what Pitt Meadows residents value and cherish; and more structured 

questions around the draft OCP policy chapters so that the vision specifically addresses areas of 

the OCP and therefore will be able to guide the development of the OCP policies.   

To assist us with outreach, we hired a project Engagement Assistant who engaged with 

community members at different events and locations throughout the City. The Engagement 

Assistant encouraged people to fill out the on-line survey, and to answer a brief questionnaire. 

She also attended events and encouraged people to 

participate in the activities. 

The following events and tactics were used during the 

engagement phase. 

Launch event, May 12th: The OCP Review launched on 

May 12 with an open house at the Pitt Meadows 

Family Rec Centre where over 50 people shared their 

values and vision for the community.  

Phase 1 
Preparation 

• May-June 

Phase 2 Vision 
Engagement 

• June-October 

Phase 3 Vision 
Creation 

• November 
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On-line survey: A project information page and an online survey were launched on the City 

engagement website haveyoursaypittmeadows.ca in June 2018. The survey was up until 

November 4th and received 388 entries. Another 51 paper survey entries were received as a 

result of outreach activities for a total of 439 survey entries.  

 

Visioning event, June 20th: The Vision and Values Sharing Event took place on June 20 at the 

Heritage Hall where residents participated in group discussions and activities designed to 

promote sharing of ideas. The event also had a graphic recorder to capture conversation. 

  

 

Seniors’ event, September 29th: Pitt Meadows staff attended an event at the Seniors’ Centre to 

where they described the project and received input via paper surveys.  

Stakeholder focused conversations, October 24/25 th: Using the City stakeholder list community 

organizations were invited to focussed conversations about Pitt Meadow’s values and vision for 

the future. Five conversations were hosted in October involving recreation, arts, environmental, 

social service and business organizations.  

Youth event, October 25th: Outreach specifically targeted at youth took place during the 

afterschool youth centre program at the Pitt Meadows Recreation Centre.  Posters and maps 

https://www.haveyoursaypittmeadows.ca/
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were used to capture youth perspectives on important assets in the community and thoughts 

about the future.   

    

 

 In-person pop-up questionnaires. Aug 25th - Sept 16th: Our Engagement Assistant promoted the 

online survey and engaged residents in completing a paper survey at the following locations and 

times: 

- Saturday, August 25, 11am-1am - Pitt Meadows 

Recreational Centre 

-Sunday, August 26, 10am-12pm - Pitt Meadows 

Spray Park 

-Monday, August 27, 5pm-7pm - Pitt Meadows 

Skate Park-  

-Tuesday, August 28, 4pm-6pm - Osprey Village 

-Wednesday, August 29, 4pm-6pm -Waves 

Coffeehouse  

-Thursday, August 30, 11am-1pm -Osprey Village 

Tuesday, September 4, 11am-1pm - Waves 

Coffeehouse 

Wednesday September 5, 5pm-7pm - Waves 

Coffeehouse  

Sunday, September 9, 9am-11pm - Osprey Village 439 
Completed Surveys 
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Monday September 10, 10am-12pm - Library 

Wednesday September 12, 5pm-7pm - Library 

Friday, September 14, 5pm-7pm -Save on Foods  

Sunday, September 16, 9am-11am - Save on Foods 

What we heard  

WHAT PEOPLE VALUE MOST  

Understanding what residents’ value was accomplished through mapping and survey exercises. 

Mapping stations at the Visioning Event and the Youth Centre captured some of those valued 

locations however the online survey provided most of the insights.   Online and in person 

surveys were completed by 439 people who provided 1,000+ comments; the Visioning Event 

value poster included 8 comments with a map capturing 3 comments and 36 dots placed on 

special spots.  The map at the Youth Centre captured 16 comments during the 2 hour time 

frame it was up.   

General Comments 

A number of key themes emerged from input activities 

including an overwhelmingly strong sense of community, 

access to nature, recreation in nature and more 

generally, and ease of movement around the community.  

A ‘small town atmosphere’ made up the largest number 

of mentions in the sense of community value theme. 

While we didn’t explore the meaning of small town 

atmosphere in the survey, specific survey comments and 

input from conversation activities during our 

engagement implied that it includes attributes like 

familiarity with neighbours and businesses, friendly, easy 

to get around to amenities, engaged citizenry, and family 

friendly. Other themes such as ‘feeling safe’ and a ‘calm 

pace’ also capture this small town sense of community.  

Accessing nature included easy access in general to 

natural areas such as rivers, farmland and green areas; 

the views and scenery from locations in the community. 

The dykes and trails along the rivers were frequently 

noted as critical amenities to access natural areas and for 

general recreation 

Recreation access values once again highlighted the importance of trails and dykes for hiking 

and biking and also parks and green spaces. These two themes reinforce the importance of 

actively enjoying natural spaces.  Community asset mapping at the Youth Centre highlighted 

Currently here is how we value 

living, working and playing. 

+  we enjoy the size of the smaller 

population, the friendliness of the 

people, the community support 

and awareness, having the 

facilities and the amenities within 

short distance of driving and 

walking.  

+  the fact that we are able to 

access different roads to reach our 

destinations with a short amount 

of time. We know this is going to 

change as population grows.  

+  the bicycle trails, the walk by 

the Fraser, trails for walking, 

recreational centre, schools, 

parks. 

Survey Participant 
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more managed recreation places such as municipal parks, recreation amenities like ball 

diamonds, pools and fields.  

Simple ways to get around the City with an emphasis on walking and cycling is important to 

survey participants. A compact community containing business and community services in close 

proximity to home helps with movement. Motorized methods of mobility such as public 

transportation, vehicle and road infrastructure are also highlighted attributes, though primarily 

in the linkages to the greater region on the rails and highway.   

Other popular themes included feeling safe, access to services and amenities, calm pace, access 

to agriculture, and managed growth.  

Focussed Conversation Feedback on Values 

Environmental Groups Social Groups Business Groups 

- Ability to get around 

- Livability – climate, 
community, healthy 

- Dykes and 
outdoors/nature in 
general, habitat for 
wildlife 

- Agricultural Areas – 
food, undeveloped, 
somewhat natural, fish 
habitat 

- Culture of collaboration 

- Continued dialogue with 
the municipality on 
social issues 

- Agricultural land – food 
security 

- Public spaces where 
community can come 
together to connect 

- Small town feel, 
attraction to living here 
– simple to reach local 
customers 

- Land available for 
commercial spaces, and 
opportunity for new 
businesses 

- Close to the airport and 
the local airport and 
supports exporting 
businesses 

- Generally simple 
municipal process for 
building, makes it easier 

Specific Survey and Open House Themes 

Survey participants were asked “What three things do you most value about living, working or 

playing in Pitt Meadows?”  A total of 1,029 unique responses were given by the survey 

participants and coded. Results are summarized below along with the mapping notes from the 

Vision Event.  

 Sense of Community x 312 
- Small town atmosphere x 127 
- General sense of community x 48 
- Familiar with neighbours and businesses x 40 
- Family friendly and family events (traditions)  x 38 
- Friendliness x 27 
- The people x 11 
- Supportive x 5 
- Placemaking – community garden x 2 
- Diversity x 2 
- Engagement & involvement x 3 
- Other x 1:neighbourhoods, closeness, calm, inclusive, pet friendly, shared values.   
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 Access to Nature x 164 
- General access to nature x 68 
- Scenery x 33 
- Dykes/River/Recreation x 16 
- Green spaces x 14 
- Water/rivers x 11 
- Walking/Biking x 5 
- Wildlife x 5 
- Trees x 3 
- Farmland x 3 
- Open spaces x 2 
- Preservation x 2 
- Trails x 2  
- General environment x 2 
- Other x 1: Fresh air, mountains, activities, managed growth, outdoor recreation, 

country side, outdoor setting. 
 

 Access to Recreation Spaces x 112 
- Parks and green space x 37 
- Trails and Dykes (for biking/hiking)  x 37 
- Biking x 6 
- General access to recreation x 5 
- Hiking/Walking x 5 
- Family and Youth activities x 4 
- Pool x 2  
- Recreation centre x 2 
- Other x 1: golf, pool, gym, sports general, outdoor activities general, paddling, 

playing fields, , arena, skate park 
 

 Ease of Movement x 93 
- Walkability x 45 
- Bikeability/Cycling x 8 
- Bike/Walkability x 3 
- Public transportation (esp. West Coast Express) x 17 
- Driveability, roads, highway, reduced traffic x 10  
- General ease of movement x 7  
- Compact community x 2 
- Other x 1: transportation, accessibility of sidewalks,, accessibility  for all, airport 

 

 Feeling Safe x 75 
- General feeling safe x 38 
- Family oriented x 10 
- Reduced traffic x 8 
- Cleanliness x 5 
- Calm neighbourhood x 4 
- Low crime x 4 
- Other x 1: air quality, age-friendly spaces, police presence, neighbourhoods, 

cycling infrastructure, quiet. 
 

 Access to Services/Amenities x 63 
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- General ( closeness to multiple types of public and business services)  x 40 
- Retail x 12 
- Food services x 7 
- Osprey Village area x 5 
- Other x 1: Garbage pick-up, nightlife, friendly services, walkability,  

 

 Calm Pace x 45 
- General x 15 
- Quiet x 17 
- Reduced traffic x 6  
- Peaceful x 3 
- Lifestyle x 2 
- Other x 1: Reduced noise and pollution, secret location 

 

 Access to Agriculture x 26 
- General x 17 
- Farms and farmland x 5 
- Other x 1 : Alr protection, local food, blueberries, farm town feel 

 

 Managed Growth/Restricted Development x 25 
- Low density x 11 
- Balanced zoning x 3 
- General x 4 
- Residential x 2 
- Sustainable/Small foot print x 2 
- Small population x 1 

 

 Proximity to Greater Vancouver x 16 

 Cleanliness x 11 

 Government x 8 
- Low taxes x 2 
- Other x 1: Listen to residents, limited growth, honest, city planning , general  

 

 General location x 5 

 Space (yard, lots) x 5 

 Affordability x 4  

 Rural feel x 4 

 Housing (options, affordable, variety) x 3  

 Other x 1: no homeless camps, vibrant, First Nations relationship, tourism potential, 
openness to change, infrastructure, lifestyle general, employment opportunities, distance 
from work, community design, cleanliness 
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WHAT PEOPLE WOULD LIKE IN THE FUTURE  

Understanding what residents want to see in the future was accomplished through survey 

exercises, the open house and the conversations at the youth centre. Survey and workshop 

participants were asked to complete the following sentence considering the community as a 

whole. “In 2040, I see Pitt Meadows as a place where...” 

Surveys captured responses from 439 people; 11 comments were received at the open house, 

and the youth centre poster included 33 comments. 

General Comments 

A number of key themes emerged from input 

activities including the desire for Pitt Meadows to 

be a place to: raise a family and grow old in; keep 

that strong sense of community; retain natural 

spaces; and to manage growth ensuring access to 

amenities and services as well as good 

transportation planning.  

A theme about raising a family and making it 

possible for multiple generations to live in the 

community was emphasized with this question. 

Safety, family focus and affordability were also 

referred to.  

A ‘small town atmosphere’ attribute once again 

made up the largest number of mentions in the 

sense of community theme with respect to the 

future, though the other attributes, while still 

including friendliness, shifted to encompass 

inclusivity, participation in community and sense 

belonging.  

Building off the important value of accessing nature, 

participants felt strongly about retaining natural 

spaces. They emphasized the special relationship 

between Pitt Meadows identity/success and nature 

and considered how it could be under pressure from 

growth.    

Managed growth cuts across the first three vision 

themes as it recognizes the demand for some 

growth yet seeks to shape the type of growth. Many 

of the descriptions were also tied to the more 

popular themes of ‘Access to services and 

amenities’ and ‘good transportation planning.’ 

Mixed uses of residential and commercial in close 

proximity as well as smart urban design capture the idea of compact growth close to services. 

"Multiple generations can live 

safely surrounded by nature and 

local shops. Where there are good 

jobs and housing for all levels of 

income and where I can have 

input into decisions.  We must 

have growing facilities for a 

growing population e.g. schools 

pools and sports fields." 

Survey Participant  

"I am still able to walk, cycle, 

work and do business in a 

leisurely, friendly way. I continue 

to value my neighbours, service 

providers, merchants, artists, and 

fellow Meadowans as I have done 

for the past 30 years. Our city is 

unique in its recreational facilities 

that nature provided us with; the 

reason I moved here in 2013, as 

well as the village-like 

atmosphere that comes with a 

centralized community. I am 

grateful that it has not been 

developed into a sprawling 

patchwork quilt of strangers with 

malls bordering the outskirts. I am 

a proud Pitt Meadowan!!!" 

Survey Participant 
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The services/amenities most frequently highlighted include: recreation/parks; food & 

beverage/grocer; schools and shopping.  Themes such as limited high rises and reduced 

industrial reflect a desire for a low-moderate density of residential style of development. 

Good transportation planning reflected a desire to lower the impact of trains, improve transit 

and commuting options, and to continue to support a simple bikeable/walkable community.  

Other themes included preserving agricultural land, local employment and employees, aging in 

place, livable, thriving small business, increased amenities, lower crime, safe/relaxing 

atmosphere, feels like home, affordable housing and civic opportunities.  

Youth comments focussed primarily on parks and recreation amenities such as sports fields, 

rinks, skate parks and an indoor pool. One or two comments highlighted business services such 

as Tim Hortons and a few noted arts-culture or concerts as activities to do.  

Focussed Conversation Feedback 

Environmental Groups Social Groups Business Groups 

- Continued use of 
farmland or farming, local 
agriculture and young 
people farming 

- Getting off fossil fuels for 
transport and buildings 

- Water conservation 

- Waste facility 
improvements and zero 
waste approach 

- Transit is more inviting, 
safe and transportation 
continues to be well 
planned, with car free 
areas 

- Environment supports 
personal wellbeing, 
recreation and 
biodiversity 

- Containment of 
development, and lots of 
preserved green space 
within it  

- Continued engagement 
with the municipality 

- More local jobs, small 
business 

- Affordable housing for 
the working poor here, 
seniors, students 

- Improvement in 
transportation to other 
communities 

- Actively farmed 
farmland 

- Increased density for 
housing along with 
public/private spaces to 
connect in hyper local 
(neighbourhood) areas 

- Resilient to different 
climate 

- Continued commercial 
residential 
development, keeping a 
balance for the tax base 

- Friendly for the building 
process 

- More unique small 
business  

- Central commerce area, 
with professional 
businesses yet 
continued agricultural 
success  

- Transportation 
opportunities (airport, 
rail, highway) expand 
possibilities for business  

- Possible agritourism 
expansion if desired  

 

Specific Survey and Open House Themes 

A total of 677 unique themes from the responses were coded and results are summarized 

below. 
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 Raise a family x 109 
- General raise a family x 46 
- Generations stay in the community x 26 
- Safely x 16 
- Attracts families x 8 
- Affordably x 6 
- Other x 1: Middle Class tax base, fun, relaxing, single family homes, access to 

parks, prioritized family needs 
 

 Sense of Community x 91 
- Retains small town atmosphere x 20 
- General sense of community x 15 
- Family friendly x 16 
- Inclusive x 15 
- Sense of belonging x 8 
- Participation x 5 
- Safe x 5 
- Events x 4 
-  

 Retains Natural Spaces x 66 
- General retains natural spaces x 20 
- Recreation nearby and tourism opportunities x 14 
- Symbiotic relationship x 12 
- Scenery x 6 
- Trees x 3 
- Protects environment x 2 
- Other x 1: walkable, nature with a mix of residential/retail, togetherness, dykes, 

wildlife exists, less pollution/noise, balance development 
 

 Access to Services and Amenities x 58 
- Recreation/parks x 25 
- Food/Beverage/Grocer x 9 
- Schools x 5 
- Shopping x 5 
- General access to services x 4 
- Arts and Culture x 4 
- Other x1: Easy commute, community locations, health, inclusive, nature. 

 

 Good transportation planning x 51 
- Reduced train impact ( over/under pass, fewer) x 17 
- Transit (increased/better) x 11 
- Bikeable x 6 
- Traffic calm x 3 
- Better commuter train services x 3 
- Walkable x 3 
- Electric vehicle x 2 
- City commuting easy and better connections to and around x 2 
- Other x 1: quiet buses, accessible, efficient, choice, better traffic flow. 

 

 Managed Growth x 45 
- Mixed use/development x 7 
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- Smart Urban x 5 
- Reduced industrial x 5 
- Limited high rises x 5 
- Reduced or no development x 4 
- Reduced corporate influences x 3 
- General managed growth x 3 
- Balanced development x 2 
- Mixed use north of Lougheed x 2 
- Other x 1: enjoyment of place prioritized, prioritize nature, infrastructure 

planning to meet needs, calm traffic, adequate space for the population, small 
business thrives, small town atmosphere.  
 

 Preserves agricultural land (identity, tourism, food) x 25 

 Local employment/economy x 23 

 Age in Place/Friendly x 23 
- General age in place/friendly 15 
- Activities x 3 
- Opportunities for impact x 2 
- Housing – self-sufficient and seniors x 2 
- Seniors thrive x 1 

 

 Livable x 20 

 Small business thrives x 14 

 Improved amenities – recreation, park bathrooms,  pool/indoor x 14 

 Lower crime rates x 9 

 Feels like home x 7 

 Feels safe x 6 

 Able to stay x 6 

 Affordable housing x 6 

 Civic opportunities x 4 

 Relaxing atmosphere x 4 

IMPORTANCE OF SMALL TOWN  

Throughout various engagement activities participants noted the importance of a ‘small town’ 

atmosphere. In the survey ‘sense of community’ was the most valued attribute with ‘small town 

atmosphere’ capturing the most frequent description of community. Other descriptions for 

‘sense of community’ included: familiarity with neighbours and business; family friendly; and 

friendly in general.  The popularity of survey comments related to ease of movement, 

walkability and access to all of Pitt Meadows amenities whether they are natural areas, 

recreation spaces or shopping areas reflects the ‘physical’ design of a small town.  

During the Visioning Event we had the opportunity to explore this concept a little more in a 

group setting and the graphic story of the discussion as well as notes are captured below.  
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Small Town Vision Event Notes: 

Small Town- Saying hello to people, easy 
going, sense of community urban centre but 
neighbours know each other. 

 Everyone knows everyone, looking 
out for each other’s kids  

 People walk 

 Pitt Meadows Day (for example) 

 Small area, well connected 

 Inclusive 

 Mayberry 

 Building public spaces 

 Neighbourhood champions program 

 Block parties 

 Encourage use of River Front for 
performances 

 Friendly, inviting atmosphere 

 People talk/ make eye contact on 
street 

o Fosters safety/ security in 
neighbourhoods 

 Neighbourhoods know each other 

 Activity/ community for youth  
o Keep kids busy/ active – 

families connect 

 Continue to beautify city (especially 
Harris Rd/ Gateways) with plants, 
flowers and trees – create sense of 
place  

 Engaged community – community 
organization  

 “Cheers” effect – everyone knows 
your name 

 Safety – can be improved  
o Community patrol? 
o Lighting?  
o Crime prevention through 

technology and 
environmental design 
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OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN TOPIC SPECIFIC  

Participants at the Visioning Event and focussed conversations (social, environment, economy) 

were provided the opportunity to make comments on what Official Community Plan (OCP) topic 

areas looked like in the future. The input, along with the importance of the topic (as captured at 

the Visioning Event) in the next 20 years, are listed below.  Table conversations at the Visioning 

Event further reflected captured participant discussions on the OCP topics and these are 

reflected in the graphic recording images below. 

 

1. Environment and Natural Areas:  
 

This topic considers the river and waterways; environmentally sensitive areas; biodiversity; air 

quality; and water quality and conservation.  

What do our environment and natural areas look like in 2040? 

 Like they do now: green 
o More trees and semi-wild spaces (eg. Small woods) 

 Retention of more trees during development 

 Important to provide clear direction and protective measures for environmentally 
sensitive areas 

 Wider green belts and interconnected wildlife corridors 
o Natural areas managed and improved 

 Better preservation of green areas  
o More focus on sensitive areas 

 Very important that we protect our environment (river and wetlands from industry/ 
traffic) 

 The rivers in Pitt Meadows are clean and the foreshores are free of invasive species  
o Community members enjoy the natural areas and take pride in preserving them  

How important is it for Pitt Meadows to focus on environment and natural in the next 20 years?  
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• Very important 

2. Water and Waste 

This topic includes efficiency and conservation; water supply; sewers; storm water 

management; water conservation; and waste reduction, diversion and composting.  

What do our water and waste systems look like in 2040?   

 Better disposal of dog waste 
o E.g. divert and incinerate 

 Thankful that Metro Vancouver manages this areas well 

 Less bottled water, clean incineration 

 Sustainable management 

 Recycled waste water system 

 Better waste management, efficient 

 Less water bottles, easier recycling of plastic bags 

 Waste (solid) stream must be reduced 

 Recycling of almost everything should occur 

How important is it for Pitt Meadows to focus on Energy, Water and Waste in the next 20 years?  

 Important to very important 

3. Climate Change and Energy 

This topic includes energy efficiency and conservation; renewable energy; reducing greenhouse 

gases. 

What do our climate and energy systems look like in 2040?  

 Thankful that Metro Vancouver manages this areas well 

 clean incineration 

 Sustainable management 
o Hydro/wind energy 
o Solar systems for greenhouse production  

 More renewable energy, efficient 

 More solar 

 Incentives for use of electric vehicles 

How important is it for Pitt Meadows to focus on Energy, Water and Waste in the next 20 years?  

 Important to very important 

4. Neighbourhoods, Housing and Land Use 

Neighbourhoods and land use considers neighbourhood character and connectivity; access to 

amenities; sustainable use of land; and housing diversity and affordability.  

What do our neighbourhoods, housing and land use look like in 2040?  

 Housing for diversity  
o Options for the homeless and mentally ill 

 More housing options: rental, retirement, affordable 

 Would like to see all potential developments through affordable housing lens/ aging 
residents  

 New opportunity for housing North of Lougheed lands 
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 Diversity: balanced, seniors facilities, mixed, multi-family  

 More housing options, increase density 
o More townhouses, row homes  
o We want to see young family moving in! 
o More affordable housing! 

 More development could lower private property taxes 

 More housing diversity  
o e.g. Duplex, triplex, affordability  

 More multi house with school and community centre 
o Increase more diversity land to satisfy people moving in 
o Better use land plan to split houses 

 More affordable housing 
o Senior housing  
o If an area reaches a certain number of people it should be mandatory to have a 

set of amenities. South Bonson is slowly being cut off from the rest of Pitt 
Meadows with very little amenities and NO SCHOOL  

 Right now we have a blend of housing, industry and green space. We could lose the 
green space if we do not mark some portions for preservation! This green space sets us 
apart from other urban areas. It would be a waste to lose it! 

 A wide variety of housing exists throughout the urban area 
o All farmland is preserved for farming 

How important is it for Pitt Meadows to focus on neighbourhoods, housing and land use in the 

next 20 years? 

 Important to very important  

5. Transportation  

Transportation in Pitt Meadows considers initiatives to reduce traffic; public transit; walking and 

cycling networks; rail and air transport; and minimizing environmental impact from our 

transportation system.  

What does transportation look like in 2040? 

 Most people move around by transit, walking or bicycling  
o This results in more community engagement as people move around the 

community 

 Need traffic improvements Lougheed/ Harris  
o More transit options 

 Improved access to pedestrian and bike routes 

 Improved transit for getting to Tri-Cities/ Maple Ridge (currently takes too long) 

 Translink overpass or underpass build on Harris Road  
o We’re tired of waiting for train to pass on the road 

 Need a good/excellent plan for Airport Way 
o Need a good/excellent plan for Harris and Lougheed 
o Concerned about CP Rail and railroad traffic for existing neighbourhoods 

How important is it for Pitt Meadows to focus on transportation in the next 20 years?  

 Mostly very important 
 

6. Farmland, Food and Agriculture 
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This topic covers protecting farmland for food production; access to local and healthy food; 

sustainable farming practices; and reduction of food waste.  

What does our farmland, food and agriculture look like in 2040?  

 Incentives for food we can use here year round 
o Grow and eat locally 

 Better transition of land uses for agriculture – industrial and residential  

 Protect the land in the ALR 
o Allow land out of the ALR for affordable housing 

 Availability of local produce and meat is good 

 Preserved  
o No more removal of land from ALR 

 Sustainable management 
o Less chemical fertilization 
o More natural methods 

 More food-related agriculture and nursery greenhouses 

 More food we can purchase locally 
o Preservation of farmland 

 ALL parcels in the ALR are being actively farmed and providing food for the local 
population  

 Protect farmland  
o Encourage its active use 

 Better utilization of agricultural land 

 More sustainable farming practices 
o Green 

 Enhancement of fish habitats and stocks 

 Preservation of “wilderness” areas 

How important is it for Pitt Meadows to focus on farmland, food and agriculture in the next 20 

years? 

 Important to very important 
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7. Parks, Recreation & Public Realm  

This topic cover our recreation greenspaces, facilities and amenities like recreation centres + 

parks/ fields + trails. It also covers public areas + plazas + places to connect.  

What do our parks, recreation and public realm look like in 2040?  

 Expand parks & rec programs  
o Ensure our program comes out same time/ before other cities 

 Let’s think about park facilities in North Lougheed Study Area  

 Expanded parks system  
o Partnerships with other municipalities plans, Metro and Provincial Parks  

 Extend open hours for our library  
o Sunday hours need to extend! 

 Expand park and recreation opportunities for citizens  

 Provide opportunities for youth to stay busy/ interactive 

 All parks and recreation amenities are easily accessed by pedestrians and cyclists and 
transit  

How important is it for Pitt Meadows to focus on parks, recreation and the public realm in the 

next 20 years? 

 Mostly very important 

8. Arts, Culture, Heritage and Education  

Arts, Culture, Heritage and Education includes public art; our education system; lifelong 

learning; First Nations culture and heritage; and how arts, culture and heritage contribute to 

our local economy.  

What do arts, culture, heritage and education look like in 2040? 

 A well-structured discussion about present and future school needs rather than a quick 
look at statistics 

 Stronger sense of community – more tie in with history, agriculture + first nations  

 More concerts, plays in Spirit Square 

 More arts + culture  
o Youth involvement 
o More public art 
o More concert series 
o More inclusiveness and diversity 

 More public art 
o Schools are a great canvas 

 More special events  
o More public art 
o Dedicated theatre 

 More public art! 

How important is it for Pitt Meadows to focus on arts, culture, heritage and education in the 

next 20 years? 

 Important to very important 

9. Community Wellbeing 



 

 
Pitt Meadows Engagement Summary           19 

 

Community wellbeing includes our physical, mental and spiritual health; social connections, 

inclusion and safety; and affordability.  

What does community wellbeing look like in 2040? 

 Helps residents understand the bigger picture of:  
o A sustainable region (social, environmental + economic) 
o Densification in urban centres near frequent transit  

 An engaged community that has a sense of place  

 I would like to see more flowers/shrubs along Harris and other parts in the city  

 Well-informed and engaged community 

 More facilities for mental health esp. children (under 8)  

 Listening to the citizens and open communication  

 Safety on sidewalks – some repair needed  

 The community is involved in all decision making in the city 
o All citizens are engaged in the process  

How important is it for Pitt Meadows to focus on community wellbeing in the next 20 years? 

 Mostly very important 
 

10. Employment and Economy 

Employment and economy focuses on economic diversity; vibrant local businesses; skilled 

workforce; tourism; innovation; and attraction and retention.  

What does employment and our economy look like in 2040? 

 Incentives for value added products that are truly needed 
o E.g. Furniture production 

 Love, work, play opportunity North Lougheed  

 Let’s get bus service to Omi + Industrial (at least around shift hours to lessen traffic)  

 Agriculture still growing and improving  
o Green economy 

 Sustainable, walkable, well paying, environmentally sound, renewable 

 More employment opportunities in the community 

 More jobs in technology  

 Employ local residents  
o Many opportunities for diverse work environments  

How important is it for Pitt Meadows to focus on employment and economy in the next 20 

years? 

 Medium importance  

 

 


